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8 1 x, „ 
Wg, I think of Perſonal Nobie 
lity, the title of my book, I 


am led, by a very natural aſſocia- 


tion of ideas, to think of you. 


The noble ſtand you lately made 
in favour of PEACE AND LIBERTY, 


when popular clamour—the cim 
A _ ardor_ 
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ardor prava jubentium—w ould have 


drowned the voice of a leſs able 
advoc e, when your ſtandard was 


deſerted by many who ſhrunk from 


your {ide in the hour of danger, 
has placed your name higher than 
it ever yet ſtood, among independ- 
ent Enghſhmen, IN THE MIDDLE 
RANKS, who neither enjoy nor ex- 
pect the favours of miniſterial in- 


fluence. If you have loſt a few va- 


luable friends within the walls, you 


have gained the eſteem of tens of 


thouſands on the outſide, who, be- 


fore this teſt, had no juſt idea of the 
purity and intrepidity of your pun- 


LIC virtue. 


In 


D E Dy G Ar R. 
In ſearch of 2 living example 
of eloquence, generoſity, and um- 
ſhaken perſeverance in diſinte- 
reſted conduct, to enforce the pre- 
cepts of the ſollowing Letters to a 
young Nobleman, I could find none 
more brilltant than your own, eſpe- 
cially ſince, forſaken by ſome of 
your auxiliaries, you have Go the 
more illuſtrioufly conſpicuous, 18 E 
AGMEN, in the front of the battle, 
a My praiſe can add nothing to 
Our glory. But permit me to 
adorn my own pages with a name, 
which is of late more than ever 
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ardor prava ubenbiun ould have 


drowned the voice of a leſs able 


advoc e, when your ſtandard was 


deſerted by many who ſhrunk from 


your fide in the hour of danger, 
has placed your name higher than 
it ever yet ſtood, among independ- 
ent Engliſhmen, IN THE MIDDLE 
RANKS, who neither enjoy nor ex- 
pe& the favours of miniſterial in- 
fluence. If you have loſt a few va- 
luable friends within the walls, you 


have gained the eſteem of tens of 


' thouſands on the outiide, who, be- 


fore this teſt, had no juſt idea of the 


purity and intrepidity of your Ppun- 


LIC virtue, 


In 
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In ſearch of a living example 
of eloquence, generoſity, and um- 
ſhaken perſeverance in diſinte- 
reſted conduct, to enforce the Pre- 
cepts of the following Letters to a 
young Nobleman, I could hnd none 
more brilliant than your own, eſpe- 
cially ſince, foriaken by ſome or 
Your auxiliaries, you have Rood the 
more illuſtriouſly conſpicuous, IPSE 


AGMEN, in the front of the battle. 


My praiſe can add nothing to 
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your glory. But permit me to 
adorn my own Pages v3 Ich a name, 


ahi it is of late more than ever 
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viii DEDICATION: 
illuſtrious in the eyes of all who, 


though attached to the forms, are 


yet more firmly attached to the 


ſpirit, of the conſtitution. 


I am, 


Ycur moſt humble Servant, 


THE AUTHOR, 


Th Ne 245 1793. 


„„ 


j © Tears to me, that ancient 
learning is not flifliciently attend- 


_— 


ed to in the education of modern 
Sobilit ; and that the honour of an 
order, ſo hi ighly privileged, c cannot! 

more effectually promoted, than by 
2 return to that truly claſſical mode 
which prevailed among the CREAT in 
the reign of Elizabe Bl, and produced 
a manlnets of mind, which cauſed 
the Fngliſh character more nearly to 
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reſemble the Roman, than at any 
fubſequent period of ur Tg 
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IJ have, therefore, recommended 
to my noble Scholar, an early oy 
attentive itudy of the poets, orators, 
and hiſtorians, of ancient Greece: = 
Nome; I have adviſed him to imi- 

e them ip his compoſidons an e- 


quence, and to catch their generous 


ſpirit, while he emulates the vigour 


of their ſtyle. 


Not only talents and ſuperior 
knowledge are requ! red in hereditary. 
Lawgivers, in men diffinguithea 
from their birth by titles, and a aim- 
ing reſpect from their nts; Dit. 
PUBLIC SPIRIT, ceneroſity, and No- 
BILITY OF MIND; fuch as an imitation 
of the ancients in the pureſt ages 
is beſt adapted to promote. Pen- 


ſions, places, titles, ribands, and 
; » * 3 52 3 
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all the mylterics of corruption, were 
then unknown, and Virtue was No- 


bility. 


Modern meanneiz, mixed with 
PRIDE FOUNDED IN PEDICRER ALONG, 
though traced up to Adam, will 
be deſpiſed in every country on the 
face of the carth, once bleſt with liglit 
and liberty. The ſun of knowledge 
is aſcending, and, as it riſes, the 
miſts of prejudice diſperſe. Viſions, 
which appeared ſolid and ſubſtantia}, 
when ſcen at a diſtance and through 
the medium of a fog, now vaniſh into 
air, and the gaping ſpectator laughs 
at laſt at his own deluſion. 

The fun of Knowledge, high 
above the horizon, not only gills 
tune tops of the mountains, but 
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ines in the low valley. Indeed, the 
valley is often irradiated with the 


ſunbeame, While the hills are envelop- 
ed in miſt. A me diocrity Of Know- 


ledge is diff throughout all ranks 
of ſocicty; at leaſt an ability and 
opportunity Of obtaining wich cafe 
competent information. The lowell 
of the people an read; and books 
adapred to the capacity of the loweſt 


Ot the people, on political and all 


Gihe r ſubjects, arc induſtriouſly OB 
e Gn their notice, The hewi- 
papers communicate the debates of 
oppoſing parties in the ſenate; and 
public meaſures (once conſtned to a 
conclave) are now canvaſſed in th 
cottage, ite manufactory, and the 
loweſt reſorts of pl Vegan carouſel. 

zreat changes in the public mind are 


produced by this Guin: ion; and ſuck 
changes 


PRE T AC X11 


changes mult produce public in- 
novation. Revolutions, unparalleled 
in hiſtory, have already happene« 
on a large portion of the globe's 
 turface; of which no human fore- 
fight can predict the. remote con- 
ſequences. All that wiſdlom can do, 
is to render the RISING GENE“ 
RATION qualificd to improve the 
viciſſitudes which may happen, ſo 
as to promote the happineſs of 
ian in ſociety, without partially 
conſulting the excluſive privileges, 
or the oppreſſive ſuperiority, of any. 
lingle ordef. 


Our own country is already a 
country of liberty. We enjoy, or 
may enjoy, by our happy form of go. 
vernment, as eſtabliſhed at the Revo- 
Intion, that freedom, to obtain which 
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other countries are convirlſed, We 
want only a reſtoration of the primi- 
tive principles of our conſtitution. 
The old building 1s ſtrong and vene- 
rable, but in part decayed. No ho- 
neſt and independent man will refuſe 
to co-operate in its repair. It is not 
fo far dilapidated as to require demo- 
lition; but many {ones are moulder- 


ed, that muſt be replaced with Pur- 


beck; many timbers rotten, which 
mutt be renewed with heart of 
oak. re 2 


They who deny that the parha- 


ment wants. reform, are of that de- 
ſcription of men, who, like ſome noi— 
{ome inſects, can only ſubſiſt in cor- 
tuption. They feed and fatten in filth, 
and cleaniinels is their bane. And 
Bere I cannot but animadyert on thoſe, 

WhO 
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who liese all who with to re- 
form the moit manifeſt abuſes in 
the conſtitution of the ſenate, as 
its enemies; and would pro- 
ſeribe them under invidious names, 
| baſcly thrown out to provoke the 
multitude againſt them. Who is th 
beſt friend of the fick man, the venel 
practitioner, who treacherouſly pro- 
tracts the diſorder for the ſake of 
fees, and the lucre of vending his 
medicines ; or the honeſt and liberal 
phyſician, who reſtores him to health, 
regardleſs of his private intereſt, 
With all poſſible expedition? Thoſe 
calumnies againſt the beſt friends of. 
the ſtate, which endeavour to expoſe: 
them to public reſentment, as its ene- 
mies, will in time be treated with ge- 
neral indignation. The torrent of” 
{lt-intereſt and. timidity, ruſhing: on: 
5 to. 
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to the dead lake of deſpotiſin, will 
ſoon be ſtemmed by the ſpirit and 
vigour of a people, whole hiſtory 


_ evinces, that however they may be 


overwhelmed by artifice for a time, 
they will emerge at laſt to LIGHT 
AND LIBEATY. There is in free- 
born men a NATIVE ELASTICITY, 
which will throw of every ſupcrin- 
eumbent weight, not impoſed with 
their on concurrence, or ſubmitted 
to from conviction of expediency. 
Cocrcion, whether from the ruling 


Gers, or from a party or faction 


among themiclves, will not be long 
Lorne by a whole people, unleſs, like 
the {trat-wailtcoat to the Junatic, it 
18 neceſſary, i in a morbid ſtate, to their 
fpeedy convaleſcence. But who ſhall 
judge ot the in! anity?— A PARTIAL. 
Faw, intercited in the lunatic S con- 
ne ment? 


3 


The 
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The general voice 7/// be one day 
clamorous, though now overamwed to 
whiſpers, for a REFORM OF PARLIA- 
MENT. But when a rem of par- 
liament 1s mentioned, 1t means not 
the Houſe of Commons ONLY. The 
Houſe of Lords muſt reform itſelf, 
by training up a 7i/ing generation of 
patriots, with hearts inclined, and un- 
derſtandings enlightened, to purſue 
and accomplith whatever is beſt cal- 
culated to promote the happineſs of a 
nation, of which they are born le- 
giſlators. Can he be NoBrE, who 
in his ſordid attention to borough 
elections, forgets what he owes to 
his country, what he owes to human 
nature ? E 


The abolition of Nobility in 
France naturally excites tome degree 


of 


Werl + <e-Þ 


of alarm in England. The alarm, 
perhaps, is moſt concealed by thoſe 
who feel it moſt ; by thoſe who affect 
contempt, while they burn with an- 
ger. The examples of two empires 


like America and France, a great 


portion of the inhabited globe, cannot 
but operate powerfully on the min 
of neighbouring nations ; on patri- 
cians and on plebeians ; on thoſe whe 
fear, and on thoſe who hope. Dis 
cuſſions are already begun on ſub- 
jects which once were thought, like 
the Holy of Holes, too ſacred to be 


entered upon by the profane. It the 


alarm, which has been ſounded, be 


juſt, the friends of the conſtitution, 
and the favourers of Nobility, will 


labour to render the one pure, and to 
preſerve the other in its degree of 
due eſtimation, that they may both be 
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+rorged amid the convulſion of neigh- 
bouring ſtates; retained inviolate, for 
their evident utility in promoting tlie 
gencral happineſs of man in ſociety, 
and the welfare of this country. To 
prove their evident value and utility, 
and to reſtore them to their native dig- 
nity in the PUBLIC ESTEEM, Will be to 
ſupport them better than by icvying 
legions of teldiers. Build them on any 
other foundation than public convic- 
tion of their real ule and vaine, and 
live the houſe of the fool four: Jed on 
the ſand, they will one day fall, 
beaten down by the rains and » ind 
of popular commotion. 


Jo pre ſerve the luſtre of Nobility 


unſullied, is the ſcope of the follow- 
ing pages. The lower orders of 
mankind have, made wonderful ad- 

Vances 
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vances in knowledge; I viſhed the 
higher to make a proportionable pro- 
greſs, and to preſerve a due in- 
terval, by a pre- eminence of real 
excellence; by a Nobility of Virtue 
and Merit, ſupe radded to che! Nobility 
of Civil Inſtitution. 


The times certainly require great 
wiſdom and great virtue in all who 
take the lead in adminiſtration, or in 
a ſalutary oppoſition to it. He, 
therefore, who recommends to the 
GREAT the ſtudy of models beſt cal- 
culated to form the underſtanding, 
and to infuſe a taſte for that SUBLIME. 
OF -PUBLIC VIRTUE Which ſoars 
above ſelf-intereſt, is molt effectually 
ferving his country; he is ſowing 
the ſeeds of plants, whoſe foliage may 


adlorn and ſhelter the land; he is raiſ- 


ing 
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-2g a future generation of Haupprxs, 
Sib drs, CHATHAMS ; he is provid- 
ing a ſucceſſion of LaNSDOWXES, 
bor XE3S, e and ER INES. 


The-- ebe Rand. which theſe 
laft-mentioned eentlemen have lately 
made, for the liberty of man, the li- 
berty of thought and fpeech, and the 
liberty of the preſs; on which it muſt 
ever depend, retrieves the credit of 
a venal age, and recalls ideas of 
Oman magnanimity. The tide of 
corruption flowed ſtrong and ful 
arainſt them; but they ftood: their 
ground, deſpiſing danger, and pitying 
that weakneſs of the multitude, which 
rendered them, during a temporary 
manta, the dupes of placemen, pen- 
ſioners, expectants, dealers in bo- 
roughs, and factors of corruption. 
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The encouragement indeed of the 
late effociaticns in every little cor— 
ner of the kingdom, though ap- 
parently adverſe, is perhaps, un- 
dchignedly, favourabie to the cauſe 
of liberty. It calls thouſands and 
tens of thouſands, in all ranks, 


from their indolent repoſe, to the 


inveſtication of political ſubjects. It 
awakens them to political life, and 
prompts them to read forbidden books 
of which they had ſcarcely heard the 
names before. It makes them feel 
their own weight, and will teach them : 
to throw it into tne ypaſite ſcale, 
when they find themſelves deluded 
Dy their artful leaders; or when their 
artful leaders, diſappointed in the 
hopes of reward for their preſent ex- 
ertions, ſhall excite them on ſome fu- 
ture panic, to aſſociate in oppoſition. 


his ſtep may be {aid in ſome reſpect 


10 
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to reſemble the calling forth the Ve- 
tables in France, ana declaring the le- 
giſlative and executive powers incom- 
petent, v. ithout extraneous aſſiſtance. 
Is not thts to ſap the contitution, or to 
proclaim its imbecility and decrept- 
tude? And are ſuch a/ociators friends, 


and the ily friends to tiicir country? 


The truth 1s, that the S them- 
ſelves are at this moment the be{t 
friends to tlie conſtitution, as con- 
ſiſting of kx, Lok ps, ard COM- 
„IO NS: they wanted 19 aflociations to 
threaten them with . oſecution; they 
were loyal from affection and from 
conviction ; and, if any individual vi- 
olated the law, puniſhment was cer- 
tain; for the law rctains all its vigour, 
and juſtice is adminiſtered with the 
purity .of Heaven's tribunal. The 
55 b 2 people 
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people heard inſurrections announced; 
but they looked, and, lo! all was 
peace. The inſurrections, which were 


intended to ſtrike a panic, reſembled, 


in the circumitance of their reality, the 
ghoſt of Cock-lane, at which the whole 
vation from one extremity to the other 
was once unaccountably alarmed. 
J'ruth brought her torch; the ghoſt 
vaniſhed; and the people laughed at 
their own credulity ! 


Men who care to come forward in 
the moment of political frenzy, to 
oppotc its extravagance, and to check 
that intemperate zeal, which, in its fear 
of republicaniſin, ſeems willing to ruin 
into the extreme of deſpotiſm, are. 


truly nz, and therefore worthy of 


being pointed out- as patterns to the 


young aſvirant at PERSONAL NO I.“ 
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 2.1Ty. They afford an example of 
| that GREATNESS OF MIND, tlie only 
foundation of true grandeur, Which 
the precepts of this book are intended 


T9 -HRIDITE, 


Many enter into oppoſition as an 
ADVENTURE; they bring a certain 
quantity of ability and influence into 
the market, which is to be bought 
up, when it appears worth while, by 
those who poſſeſs patronage and the 
command of a treaſury. Burt men 
v0 continue firm in their oppoſition, 
in their defence of general liberty, 
when their praſpect of perſonal emolu- 
ent is forlorn, when reviled by cabals, 
and when deſerted by their adherents, 
are of that deſcription who founded 
actle families; themſelves, though 
untitled, the nobleſt of the human, as 

. -þ-2- we 
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well as oi their own, race. The army 


of Xerxes conf! ted of myriads vet 


Leonidas comprized, in his firm, 


united, little band, more true ſpirit, 
more genuine Nobility, than the 
ſwarms of an oriental deſpot, 


TFo- the Cort tuition. of Englands, 


to its spIRIT, Which is its eſfence, 


thoſe who have thus ſtood forth are 


rue friends. They have a great 
Rake | in the country, though not the 
ſtake of places and penſions. They 


have well-grounded hopes of being 


rewarded with its honours. They only 
wiſh to reſtore it to its firſt prin- 


ciples, that they may retard its de- 


cay, and build the FINE PILE Of Mo- 
NARCHY, ARISTOCRACY, AND DE- 


MOCRACY, on marble columns, in- 


Bead of pots. crumbling with putre- 


fait 71; 41, 
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fa en. I avow myſelf with them, 


\L 


important) a ſincere lover of a g0- 
vernment ſo - ſupported; and am 


1ough the avowal is, Town; un 


happy, NOWeVEr {ceble my aid, to co- 
(berate with their generous efforts. 
J have, with this view, attempt ted, in 
the following P 88, to 2 add 0 Thic: 


y 


p<rional merit of the ariftac; CFacy. 


It T lean to liberty, I glory in it. ] 
l-an to that which every independent 


mind muſt love. He who is cor- 
dially attached to letters, will pro. 
ably be attached, with peculiar at-- 


Eon, -to liberty; for 3 18 
the friend of literature, as well as ol 
every thing beautiful 3h,  honour- 
able. Tyranny hates it. Fyranny has 
commonly been ignorant. 15 vrants 
es ho: as 3 © 1 . - . 
over men, and ſlaves to their own paſ- 
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ſions and caprice, have uſually been 
brought up in zliterate vcluptuciiſ- 
16; and ſcem, like the poor ſavages 
of ſome deſert ifte, to hate letters and 
ſciences, merciy becauſe they are 
ſtrangers to chem. Weak eyes ſhrink. 
from a ſtrong light. But as light 15 


indiſputably to be preferred to dark- 


ihn. Igncrane deſpotiſm prefding 


D 
over an enlightened people, is no leis 
ridiculous then deteſtable; but igno- 
rant it has uſually been, and ſupport- 
ed merely by brute force, by an igno- 
rant and mercenary army. 


The prevalence of /y/fematic cor - 
fruaplion in a ſtate, is inimical not only 
to liberty, but to perſonal merit in 


every department. It diſcourages the 
riſing race in their attempts to ex- 
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cel, when they ſee the rewards of 
excellence beſtowed only er bo- 
rough or election influence points out 
the "Sores candidate, When the 
beſt emoluments in the church, in 
the law, in the army, in the navy, 
are reſerved to fecure implicit VOTES 
in favour of corruption, what is there 
to ſtimulate to h1gh excellence in the 
liberal proteſſions, but the pure love 
of excellence for its own ſake, Which 
operates only on a few of noblen diſ- 
poſitions than are poſſeſſed by the 
generality? What is there to cheriſh 
in the ſtate that root of ili, from 
which the branches, which now fou— 
riſu from its vigour, chiefly derive thel r 
bloom and fruit? And is it not 

tact too notorious to be controvert- 
ed, that beſides the public purſe, all 
the deucears in all the hes 1 art 
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ſcarcely ſufficient, in our unreformed 


ate, to ſatisfy the cravings of vora- 
cious corruption? 


But though a 88 reform is 
moſt devoutly to be withed, yet th 
unreformed ftate is to be preferred, 
with all its evils, to continued vio- 
lence, rapine, bloodſhed, and univer- 
ſal confuſion. Let REASON, not force, 
triumph. Though her conqueſt over 


prejudice be flow and gradual, it is 


ultimately ſure. The TREE OF II- 
BERTY is Planted already in England. 


May the moſſy concretions be rub- 


bed off its branches, and the thorns 
and briars removed which impede 
its vegetation! I would plant by its 
fide me TREE OF PEACE, the fruitful 
olive. May they both flouriſh toge- 
ther, watered by the dew of Heaven, 
comforting 
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comforting the people with their 
ſhade, and enriching them to their 
heart's content. by an abundant fer- 
r 


Peace is the chief good of a com- 
mercial, and indeed of every people. 
European nations, with all their r im- 
prove ments in civilization, are ſtil! 
too near the ſavage ſtate, while they 
terminate their conteſts by war. No- 
thing bur ſelf-defence can juſtify it. 
And if thoſe who decree that it 
ſhall take place, under any circum- 
ſtances but the neceſſity of ſelf-d 
fence, were compelled to go into the 
geld in perſon, it is probable that 


national diſputes would be ſettled by 


the arbitration of neutral powers, and 


the ſword converted into the plough- 
ſhare. / To avoid war, the ſoreſt « Ca- 
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lamity of human nature, ſhould be 


* 


the chief object of every humane 


man, and wiſe miniſter. If war at all 
times is to be ſhunned, it is more 
arcicuiarly at this time, when ill 


ſucceſs may probably cauſe that anar- 


chy and confufion, ' which has yet 
exiſted among us in idea only. When 
taxes ſhall be ſtiil further increaſed, 

and the national credit reduced, many, 


it is to be feared, will deſert the ſtand- 


ard to which they have lately crept 


with blind ſervility, and rally round 
THE TORCH OF DIScoRD. 


True patriotiſm, ſuch as, regardleſs 
of, party, and of all ſelfiſh views, 
contemplates events, in which the 
happineſs of a future generation may 
be endangered, and by which THE | 
HAPPINESS OF THE LIVING RACE | 
„ MUST 
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AUS BE DE STROYED, will labour to 
avoid war, by which nothing really 
valuable can be gained, and every 
thing may be loſt. It will not ſacrt- 
fice internal happineſs like ours to 
punctilio. It wlll not wantonly Liter- 
ere in the concerns of foreign nations. 
It will nor gratiſy even national pride 
at the expence of national felicity. 
Jo excite luch patriotiſm, I nave en- 

feavoured to form a vircuous Patri- 
cian, whoic mind is enlarged by the 


molt valuable knowiedge, and whoie 


heart is ſoftened by religion and hu- 
Nanity; Whoſe ſpirit is no leſs ele- 
vated above he ordinary level cf 
mankind, than his civil rank in fo- 
ciety. The moral architect who 


builds a man - great from internal 
qualnes —-godd at heart meaning. 
thing but WAAE 15 generous and be- 
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neficent, and able to accompliſh his 
purpoies—15 furely as well employed 
as he ho forms a heap of ſtones 
into a palace, beautiful in its ſym- 
metry, magnificent in its ſize. As 
mind is ſuperior to matter, ſo is a 
really great man more noble than the | 
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ſublimeſt inanimate productions of art 
or of nature. To be the humbleſt 
labourer in crecting {uch an edifice, is 
an honourable employment. 


If Seal in a good cauſe has led to 
any ardor of expreſſion, I truſt I ſhall 
need no pardon. I have no ſordid ; 
intereſt to ſerve in what I have done. 1 
1 have not been obſequious to power. 
J have nothing to aſk of it, nothing 
to expect from it, and from the can- F 
did judgment of the public I have | 

nothing to fear. I have employed | 
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my literary leiſure in a way that I 
thought might be uſeful; and if one 


idea only is ſcrviceable to the coun- 
try, it will be acknowledged as me- 


ritorious, when the temporary preju- 


dices of party ſhall be loſt in the ra- 


diance of eternal truth. 


I am attached to the King and to 
the Lords; but I am more attached to 
the Commons; and I will adopt the fay- 
ing of Rumbald in the reiga of 
Charles the Second, as recorded by 
Burnet: © IT do not imagine the Al- 


mighty intended, that THE GREATEST 


PART OF MANKIND ſhould come 1n- 


to the world with ſaddles on their 


backs and bridles in their mouths, 
and a Few ready booted and ſpurred 


to ride the reſt to death.“ 
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PERSONAL NOBILITY: 


YOUNG NOBLEMAN. 


LE I 


MY LORD, 
Congratulate you on your deter- 
mination to adorn the luſtre of 


your birth by the accompliſhments 


of elegant literature. The eager- 


neſs with which you olicit my 


correſpondence is a compliment to 


me, and a proof of your own 
ardour in the purſuit of improve- 
ment, You need not doubt my 

3 compli- 
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compliance. It will be a pleaſing 


amulement in my retreat, to contri- 


bute to the embeiliſhment of a mind 
like yours; no lels ennobled by a 

diſpoſition to every generous virtue, 
than by a long line of illuſtrious an- 


eeſtors. 


Tou have already made, under 
your excellent tutor, an uncommon 
Proficiency in thoſe grammatical and 
elementary ſtuclies, Which, however 
unoſtentatious in their appearance, are 
neceſſary to ſorm a ſold baſis for a 
durable and beautiful ſuperſtructure. 
Proceed in your e but take 
care to preſerve the territory already 


ſubdued. Be not afraid of literary 


labour. At your age, you have health 
and ſtrength enough to ſupport a 


great 
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great deal, without the leaſt detri- 
ment to your 5 and with 
a certainty of pleaſure and profit in 


return. 


[ admire that prudence which in- 
duces you to 8 the valuable 
years of youth in uſeful and honour- 
able udies, -pather than in frivo- 

upations ; ſuck as too often 
engroſs the minds of young men 
our age, and in your elevated 


ation. But forgive the caution of a 


trend. I dread the efFeits of e 


7 


ample. Can you withitand the mats 
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Arm yourſelf, my Iond, with ail 
your manly reſolution on firſt enter- 
ing into life. Your fenſe and accom- 


pliſhments, ſeconded by courage in 
ſteadily puriuing the right path which 


you have choſen, will awe the weak 
and the vain to filence; and, in 
time, convert their contempt into 
eſteem. 


In the mean while, your ſun wil 
be riſing eloricuſly in the horizon; 


and their feeble luminaries declining 
in clouds and darkneſs, to riſe no 
more. You will ſoon become an 


important character, while they. 
are ſinking into inſignificance. 


Tour birth and fortune will indeed 


give you civil rank; but your attain- 


ments and your conduct will give 


. what is better, the weight of 


per ſonal 
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perſonal author Ity. Both united muſt 


* 


render you, what every Nobleman 
mould ambitiouſty deſire to be, an or- 
pament to your country and to human 
nature. ; 


But 1 Know your liberal ſpirit, 
and truſt to it. You want not the 
exhortations which my zeal has ſug- 


geited. You have often expreſſed 


your {corn of being indebted to accl- 
dental nobility alone for perſonal diſ- 
tinction. May the ardour of virtue 
which irradiates the morning of your 
life, glow intenſely at its noon, and 
add warmth and luſtre to its evening! 
Thus while you live, you will be ho- 
noured ; and at that day, when all 
human grandeur muſt be levelled to 


the eartn, adorned with a better or- 


nament than an eſcutcheon. 
FE? | Force 
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Forgive the zeal of friendihi; 


even when intemperate. My future 


letters ſhall be principally on ſubjects 


of polite literature, uſeful ſcience, or 


the means of ſupporting the true 
dignity of a Britiſh No blema I. 


I may indeed touch on POLITICS ; 
for they are the peculiar ſtudy of a 
Britiſh Peer. But my politics are not 


the politics of a faction or a vena! 
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CIVIL-LIBERTY. is eſſential. I mean 
liberry reſtrained by reaſon, by hu- 


manity, by juſtice, by a a loy e Of peace 
and a love of order. 
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I am, & c. 


— 


61?» EE ITINE . 


Ae 


. 


1799 
IST 

wo * E 

9 

3+ oy 
3 

f Hh 
1 
+, 

Ry 
x C 
9 
15 
. — 
T 
** 
up 
> 
WY 
Eu 

6 
A 

f 

- 


2 CEEP 


8 
wh 
. 

2 
K 

3) 
22 
7 


PPP MEI NEE. TT 
—B B . ˙ U ˙ —»- . Go; EAST by, 


> 
* 
* 
bp 
. 
2 
3 
Fol 
1 
* Ho 
1 
+ 
£27 
fy 
2268 
- 
8 
% 2a 
3 
3 
11 
I 
= 


| and to Spence's k ON 
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LE TEE N. 


MY LORD, 


* ou deſire me to give you an ac 


count, both critical and biogra- 
phical, of the ancient claſſics, It 
would be eaſy to do it; for the mate- 


rials are redundantly copious. - But it 


nas been done ſo often, that the tails 
becomes irk-tume from repetition, 


Give me leave to refer you for in- 
formation to the lives uſually pre fixed 
70 the editions of the claſſics, Greek 
and Latin, to Fabricius's Billiathecæ; 
to Kennet's Lives of the. Greek 


Poets; to Cruſius s, of the ri 


if 
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The minds of the firſt reſtorers of 


learning were ſo captivated with the 


beauties of the ancients, that they di- 


refed their whole labour and learning 
to their illuſtration. Thie eee 
is, a maſs of materials which has been 


5 


accumulating to this hour; Ip Which 


has a tendency to ſatiate by its co- 
piouſneſs, and to diſguſt by its per- 
petual ſimilarity. 


It is certainly _— to acquaint. 


Fyourſeit with the life, manners, ard 
character of an 3 or a modern 
author, if practicable, before you un- 


dertake to read him. But ] adviſe you 


not to d yell, as many have done, upon 
preliminar y diſcourſes and marginal 
notes, ſo rauch, as to leave little time 
and attention forthe compoſition itſel, 
e grand object of all; by whicie 

alone 
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lone the author has ſurvived rh 


wreck of time, and for which alone 
it is thought worth while to en- 
quite into his hiſtory, to write com- 
ments on him, or to introduce him 


to notice with prefatory diſſertation. 


From thoſe books which I have 
already mentioned, you will derive 
as much knowledge as you will re- 
quire in this department; unleſs you 
ſhould make literary hiſtory a fa- 
vourite and , peculiar ſtudy. It is 
indeed a very entertaining ſtudy; and 
in the courſe of eee J 
may ſometimes take the liberty of 
giving you ſome hints upon it. But 


2 


I think you may acquire all the 
biographical knowledge of the old 
t 


claſſics, which you will at preſen 


want, tron m an occaſional inſpection 


0 


— 


2 
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of the obvious authors whom © 
have recommended. Indeed I have 
no great pleaſure in mere tranſlation, 
or in tranſcription; and I am unwil- 
ling to offer a dith to your Lordihip, 
which has been ſo Otten haſhed in 
every mode, that the moſt ingenious 
cookery can ſcarcely give it a new 
flavour. | | 


So much has been done in the il- 
luſtration of the claſſics, that little 
room is left for uſeful addition. 
Our forcfathers have cleared the 
country, and levelled and illuminated 
the roads; but let not the facility of 
travelling unnerve our reſolution; 
or lull us to an indolent and inglorious 
repole, . 
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MY LORD, 
As a vague and deſultory ſtudy 
in youth contributes chiefly to 


amuſement, I mult intreat you to avoid 


the habit of it at preſent, and to form 
a plan and fix a ſcope. 


It is, my Lord, your duty to be a 
politician, But I with you to. be a 
politician in the moſt extenſive ſenſe: 


one who ſincerely loves his country, 


underſtands its real intereſt, and has 


judgment and ſpirit to promote it. 
Under the idea of a politician, in your 


Lordſhip's rank and ſtation, I com- 


N prchend 
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prehend the knowledge and the be 
rality of a true philoſopher. 


Your deſire, you tell me, is, to 
lead an honourable life, adorned with. 
the lights of learning; to attain a pure 
and elegant ſtyle in writing and con- 


verſation, and a commenting clo- 
quence in the ſenate. 


Let this then be your ſcope; and 
let all your efforts in ſtudy have a 
reference to it. The character is 
ſo great at which you aſpire, that 


there is ſcarcely any part of ſcience 


and polite learning, which is not in 


ſome degree conducive to it. 


But the enultitade of objects which 
requires your attention, renders it ne- 
ceſſary to form ſomething of a pln. 
= GO 
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YOUNG NOBLEMAN. 13 
do not mean a ſtrict and inflexible 


ule, which tends rather to ſhackle, 


tu 4-5 


than to facilitate the movements of 


the mind; but I mean ſuch a ſyſtem 


of application, as may guide wWith- 


out painful reſtraint, and govern 


ſteadily, yet without the n of 


dreh ring de potiſm. 


A thouſand circumſtances muſt 


ariſe, which may render a temporary 
deviation from a plan of ſtudy, far 
more conducive to the end, than an 


inviolable adnerence to it. Through- 
out life we are often governed by un- 


avoidavle circumſtances; and he that 


would conduct himſelf entirely by 
rule 1n httle as well as great matters, 
mult retreat from ſociety; mult live 
alone in the world, and out of the 
reach of its wonderful viciſſitudes. 
A plan 


14 LE 


A plan of ſtudy is chiefly uſeful in 
pointing out a return to the right 


way, after we have been forced by 


eircumſtances to deſert it. It may be 


compared to a great turnpike-road 


leading to the place of the traveller's 
deſtination, He may frequently find 
out a ſhorter, or a pleaſanter path ; 
but he is in no danger of loſing him- 
{clf, while he keeps in view the high- 
way, proceeds in a line nearly parallel, 


and knows how: to return to it when 


danger or diſficultics occur. 


Many ſevere ſtudents in the uni- 
verſities have preſcribed to themſelves 
a plan of ſtudy, in which the buſineſs 


of every hour of the day has been 


ſcrupulouſly allotted. But I never 
heard that they arrived at any great 


ſuperiority over thoſe who allowed 
them 


3 


one ſtudy to another, during eight 
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Id ; 
vg 


themſelves a little latitude. The mind, 


eſpecially when enlivened by genius, 
loves its liberty; and roves with de- 


Fehr, like the bee, in ſcarch of flowers 


Of its own Unuirected choice. 


fuſpect, my Lord, that they 


knew but little of the human 
mind, who ſuppoſed it capable of 


making a ſucceſsful tranſition from 


or ten hours of the day, by the 


ſound of the clock. I am of opi- 


nion that the abrupt dereliction of a 
ſubject, in which the attention is 
deeply engaged, to enter on another 
directed by a written plan, would 


often be found no leſs injurious than 


unpleaſant. 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, though many have begun 
to ſtudy in the trammels of ſevere 
method; yet few, I believe, have con- 
tinued it long, or felt it on experience 
beneficial. 


What is done well, is uſually done 
with pleaſure, and from choice. 
Reſtraint is in its nature irkſome to 
the free-born mind. Tt 1s only to be 
impoſed where the utility compen- 
ſates the pain. I ſhall therefore never 
recommend it to you when it is un- 
neceſſary. Obey the impulſe of the 
moment, even if the object to which 
it leads is but collaterally connected 
with your principal ſcope. 


You perceive, therefore, that 
the plan Which I adviſe is liberal. 
* I hope 
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hope that you will find it agree- 
able; and, without unneceſſary pain 
in the purſuit, arrive at the excellence 
you deſire. EY 


1 Am, & c. 


\, 


LETTERS TO A 


LETTER W. 


MY LORD, 
ouR Lordſhip expreſſed a wiſl: 
in your laſt letter, that I would 
be more explicit on the plan which 1 
adviſed you to purſue. I am happy 
in finding you deſirous of information, 
and wiſh 1t may be in my power to 
offer ſuch as you may experience to 
be truly uſeful. 


J think it right, my Lord, to lay 
the foundation of your future im- 
provements, in that kind of elegant 
and pleaſing learning, which the 
French call the Belles Lettres; the 

1 . . Engliſh, 
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Engliſh, claſſical learning; and the 
Ancients, the fiudies of humanity. 
You have already made a very 
conſiderable progreſs in this de- 


partment under your tutor. But it 


muſt be confeſſed, that you have 
read the claſſics hitherto, rather for 
the ſake of acquiring the ancient 
languages, and exemplifying the rules 
of grammar, than of refining your 

taſte, and of extending your Know- 
ledge of life and manners. 


You will do right to re-peruſe the 
moſt celebrated of the clafics with 
more liberal views. Procure the beſt 
dariorum editions of them all, for the 
fake of referring to them when diffi- 


culties ariſe. Begin with Virgil, and 
rcad him in the edition of Heyns. 


Do not trouble your ſelf at firſt with 
C 2 the 
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the varrantes lectioues, nor with all thoſe 
diſcourſes which the ingenious editor 
entitles excurſus; but read all his 
notes at the bottom of the pages.. 
They will give you a juſt idea of Vir- 
gil's excellence, in many paſſages where 
the beauties may at firſt not ſtrike 
your taſte. Finiſh all the works of 
Virgil, before you enter on any other 
claſſic. You will ſoon read him with 
intereſt; which is ſeldom the caſe 
when a Clailic is read chiefly to ana- 
lyſe the conſtruction, in ſhort inter- 
rupted portions, as at ſchool, or under | 
a private tutor, 


From thus ſtudying and reliſhing 
Virgil, you will receive an improve- 
ment in your taſte, which will enable 
you to diſcover thoſe charms which 
captivate the claſſical reader in all the 

= celebrated 
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celebrated authors of the Auguſtan 
age. 


Let Homer's Iliad be read imme- 
diately after Virgil's Hneis. Read 
him without notes; for no author 
writes more perſpicuouſly, and notes 


only diſtract attention when they 


are not neceſſary. Read him in 


the Oxford edition, without a La- 


tin tranſlation; having at the ſame 
time, in a ſeparate volume, a Latin 
tranſlation to refer to occaſionally; 
and to ſave the trouble of turning over 
2 lexicon. After a careful reading of 
the two or three firſt books, you will 
kind little difficulty in the language. 
The few that may ariſe, Will be 
eafily removed by the tranſtation. 1 
with you could 5 d OY with- 
out a tranſlation ; but as this is more 


"De perhaps 
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perhaps than I ought reaſonably to 


expect, I recommend one, merely 


to avoid the toil of turning over the 
| lexicon. Not that I think the toil 


uſeleſs; but I fear it will be more 


troubleſome than you will chuſe to 


ſubmit to, eſpecially as editions with 
literal tranſlations abound, in which 
the meaning of every word is 


accurately diſcovered with little 


labour. 


By an attentive peruſal of Virg! 


and Homer, you will not only have 


acquired a perfect acquaintance with 
thoſe firſt-rate writers, but at the 
ſame time a great knowledge oi 


mythology, and of that poetical 


hiſtory which tends to facilitate the 
{tudy of the claſſics of all ages 
and all countries, Other authors 
| are 
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are to be read indeed in due order, 
but Virgil and Homer ſhould be firſt 
' digefted. They will furniſh a ſolid 
corner-ſtone for the future edifice, 
however maſly or magnificent the 
deſign. Not to weary or alarm 
you with requiring too much at once, 
I ſhall purſue the ſubje& in ſubſe- 
quent letters, if, amid your other 
employments, you deem what I have 
already propoſed, not impracticable. 


But left you ſhould think that I have 
| loſt ſight of the plan of which I 
ſpoke, I muſt remind you that the 
Belles Lettres conſtitute the firſt part 
of it. It will be followed by logic, 
ethics, metaphyſics, phyſics, mathe- 
matics, hiſtory, Philoſophy, and ge- 


neral literature. 


I am, &c. 
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LETTRYE TV. 


MY LORD, 


HE authors whom, at this perioa 

of your ſtudies, I next re- 
commend to your moſt atten-- 
tive re-peruſal are, Horace, Cicero, 
and Demoſthenes. Chuſe Baxter's 
edition of Horace, with the im 
provements of Geſner. 'Fhe notes 
are ſhort; but ſo much the better, 
fince they are in a high degree inge- 
nous, learned, and illuſtrative. ] 


know you have read Horace, as well 


as Virgil and Homer, under your 


tutor; but read him again, in this 
your recapitulating and voluntary 
courſe, He is the poet of gentle 

men, 
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men, and men of the world. You 
cannot read and taſte his beauties, 
without improving your urbanity of 
manners, together with your know- 


ledge of polite literature. 


The notes, commentaries, and 
Muſtrations of this moſt favourite 
author are, beyond all reaſonable 
limits, voluminous. They would of 
an elde fil a large library. But, 
my Lord, you have not time to read 
like a Burman and a Bentley; and Jam 
not ſure that you ought to lament it. 
The wheat which is to be found 


in the ſtore-houſes of ſuch laborious 


ſcholars, is accompanied with abund- 
ance of chaff. They had great merit, 


and it is uncandid to detract from it. 
AUT contend for is, and I conjecture 
it is not ve cry neccſſary to contend 


eagerly 5 


Cs 


merit TO A 


eagerly, that your Lordſhip ſhould | 


not devote much of your time to the 


reading of their dull notes. If you 


can underſtand and taſte your author 
without them, it is enough; and 1 


have no doubt but that you may un- 
derſtand Horace with Geſner, aſſiſted 
occaſionally by the Dauphin edition; 


and that you wil taſte him by your 
own diſcernment, and the obſerva- 


tions you have already made on men 
and manners. Horace may be read 


rather as an amuſement, than as a ſe- 
rious ſtudy. You may carry a little 
pocket edition about you, and read 


him at thoſe intervals which no par- 


ſimony of time can ever preclude. 
Many a quarter of an hour paſles 
tediouſly and unprofitably, which 


might be pleaſantly and uſcfully em- 


ployed in ſtudying thoſe elegant 


pieces 
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pieces which charmed a Mæcenas and 


an Auguſtus. There are editions of 
Horace that will take up leſs room 


in your pocket, than your morocco 
pocket-book and almanack. 


But give me leave to lead you to 


8 higher order. 1 feel a ſentiment 


of reverence at the name of Cicero, 
and I with to inſpire you with the 
fame. My Lord, he 1s a model, al- 
moſt perfect, for an Engliſh noble- 
man. Before Fa: enter upon his 


works, read his Life by Middleton; 


and dwell with par ibs attention on 


the laſt ſcction of it, which deline- 


ates his character. Middleton him- 
ſelf is an excellent writer; formed 


on the ſtyle of him whoſe life he has 


exhibited. Detraction has indeed 


robbed Middle TO of ſome. of his 
honours, 
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#1 honours, by denying the originality 
hi, of his choice of citations; but whe- 

ther this is well or ill founded, it 
very little affects the merit of his ſtyle 
as a Claſſical compoſer. 


I almoſt fear to recommend to 
your Lordſhip, the peruſal of all that 
15 remains of Cicero, leſt you ſhould 
ih; be diſmayed at the nine quartos of 
Olivet. But yet I will venture to ad- 
viſe it, becauſe J am convinced that 
it will be in the higheſt degree orna- 
mental to your mind. It is true that 


ſome parts of Cicero, as well as of 
all Other authors, are more worthy 


Wes of your attention than others. His 


1 Book of. Offices, and his Treœatiſes on 
„ Old Age, on Friendihip; his Dia- 6 


1 | Logue on the Orator, his Brutus, his | 
1 Orator, and his Lette rs, deſerve to be 
| : | made 
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YOUNG NOBLEMAN, 29 
made the companions of a ſtudent's 
life. They certainly contain the beſt 
{ſentiments of the human heart, in the 
beſt expreſſions of ſtyle and language. 


I ſhall reſerve the ſubject of his 
Orations, and my recommendation of 
Demoſthenes, to a future letter, 


Jam, &c. 


* 
1 * * 
1 10 4 4 
1 
2 7 
8 2 
#14 
; 4 
: 
* 
. 4 - 
i! 
N. 
1 
3. 
5. 
1 1 
. 
. Ys 
y . 
1 


— — S Cort bd eo 
. er EB ͤ . — 
> 2 2 


3 —— —— > 
—— — — ag GC TAIT Sz 2 


= 
— 


— b 2 
b A > I'S watt mee 
of — - — " * x y 
Ä IIA. WT" VIDEO 2 "Ie. T= — — — — 


30 LETTERS. TO A 


L. K TU . 


MY LORD, 


I AM aware that thoſe who have 


aſſumed the office of recommend- 


ing books to ſtudents, have erred 
greatly by exceeding all reaſonable 


limits in the number which they have 
recommended. I am afraid you will 


begin to ſuſpect that I ſhall fall into a | 


ſimilar miſtake. 


But, my Lord, I deſire you to 
remember, through the whole of our 


correſpondence, that I preſcribe no 


rule of ſtudy, which may not be cor- 
rected and altered by thoſe emergent 
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circumſtances which it is not poſſible 


- to: foreſee. 


From the great number of books 


which I muſt of neceſſity mention with 


praiſe, you will read only ſuch as 


your time, well managed, will enable 
you; you will ſelect ſuch parts of 
them as your own judgment ſhall 
point out as moſt uſeful and con- 


ducive to your purpoſe ; or ſuch as 


| ſhall pleaſe your taſte, and accord 


with your inclination. 


| When your inclination leans ſtrong- 
ly to-any author, read on, regardleſs 
of a plan; for whatever you read 
with appetite, will turn, like food, to 
ſolid nouriſhment. Beſides, the plea- 
lure of following inclination, in mat- 
| ters 
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ters not of the firſt moment, is a rea- 
bl ſon ſufficient for compiting with it. 


1 Though the neceſſary modes of 
grammatical expreſſion may lead me 
to ſpeak in the imperative mood, yet 
I ſhall never aſſume the right of dicta- 
by tion. Your age and your parts juſtify 
175 you in thinking for yourſelf, I ſub- 
11 mit to you my ideas on the ſubject 
51 of your ſtudies, at your own re- 
0 queſt, and with a deſire to promote 
the purpoſes of an ingenuous and vir- 
tuous mind like yours; but it will 
give me pleaſure to find you improv- 
„ ing and altering them, according to 
IF the ſuggeſtions of your own good 
ſenſe, guided by emergencies and | 
the opinions of others with whom you | 
my converſe, 
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Four ſituation in life requires ac- 
tion as well as cont emplation. I do 


not wiſh to render you a walk ing li 
brary, a verbal critic, or a mere 


grammarian. But, in general, there 
is little danger of exceſs on the ſide 


of application to ſtudy. So many 
ard W. tal are the temptations to 
frivoity, chat the danger is, left it 
ſhould engroſs the mind, and pre- 
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ducive to your honour and happineſs, 


If I recommend too much of any 
thing, attribute it to my anxiety for 


your welfare; but not to my igno- 
rance of the difficulty you will 
under, of doing or reading all that 
I may mention as worthy your at- 
tention and endeavour. 


At the fame time that I am rcady 
to make all due allowance, and 
grant many  indulgences ; ] cannot 
refrain from reminding you, that 


every man, eſpecially every young |}. 


and healthy man, like yourſelt, is able 


to read much more, than in the hour 


of timidity and indolence he is apt 
to imagine. To the perſevering 
ſpirit of manly virtue and youthful 
ambition, there is ſcarcely any height 
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Be of good courage; and remember 


that by aiming at great things, you will 
certainly obtain much, though not all 
at which you aſpire. How much wiſer 
and nobler, than to ſhrink from the 
purſuit entirely, through a deſpair of 
reaching the higheſt pinnacle ! 


Tam, & 
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EETTER VU. 


MV LORD, 


FT Reſerved the ſubject of Cicero's 


Orations for a particular Letter; 
becauſe I conſider all that is con- 
nected with oratory as particularly 
important to you, who intend not 
to paſs your life in an ignomini- 
ous eaſe, but in the purſuit of real 
honour, and the ſervice of your coun- 
try. You will ſoon be a member of 


the ſenate ; and your friends will na- 


turally expect to ſee the fruits of your 
ſtudy and genius richly difplayed in 
parliamentary eloquence. 


The world cannot afford you a 
better model than Cicero. But to 
receive all the benefit from his ora- 
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tions Which they are able to afford, 


you muſt read them, not merely as 


a critic and grammarian, but with 


1 particular View t improvement in 
oratory. You muſt enter into their 


1 


b writ, be preſent at the icenes Which 


7 


e them, analyſe their me- 
thod, and we gh their arguments in 


the ſcales of rea n. 


Begin with the oration for Milo. 
It is generally allowed to be one of 
the . beſt; and as you may not have 
time to read all, it is adviſable, in 
the firſt inſtance, to ſecure an ac- 
quaintance with the moſt approved. 
You may indeed reai-the 1 Or 
ne ſelection made for the uſc of the 
Dauphin, previouſly to any of tl 
others; for to reject that, or any 
other common books, merely becauſe 


DT | they 
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they are common, is a proof of 


affectation and fooliſh conceit, rather 
than of good ſenfe.- I conte!ls that 
the edition for the uſe of the 
Dauphin, is not in much eſteem 
among the le: rned, and that it is 


calculated chiefly for learners; but it 


is an uſeful ſclection, and may very 


properly be read by you, as an intro- 
duction to the other orations. YO 


p "7 * x - f 3 * 7 Ac 
will ſometimes find a difficult paſſage, 
12 i i , 4 4 1 1 
which the notes in this edition Will 


uſually illuſtrate. If they mould not, 


[ cad on without in- 
terruption. The diffic ulty will pro- 


bably vaniſh at a ſecond reading; or 


it may be removed by the aſſiſtance 


of an intelligenc 1 At all events, 
let it not impede your e el or 
coo] the glow of animation which 


you may have caught, and which 
vill 
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will conduce more to your improve— 
ment in eloquence, than the notes 
}f ail the commentators. 


Though I with you to make the 
works of Cicero o your par rucular ſtudy, 
vet I cannot adviſe you to trouble 
yourſoif with more notes wie thoſe 
| Hy Pugs 
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volume of the -Oxtord edition; but 
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out the additional incumbrance of an 
unwieldy volume. You. will re- 
member at the ſame time, that I do 
not interdict your reading of any 
notes, if you ſhould have time, and 
mould take a pleaſure in the learning 
and ingenuity which they often di- 
play. All I mean is, to exprets my 
opinion of the impropriety of divert- 
ing the attention which is due to an 
author, and which ſuch authors as 
Cicero will amply reward, from the 
valuable text to the annotations, 
winch are often of dubious authority, 
ed in dubious Latin. It has 
that many a 
celebrated antient author, ſurrounded 


and expret 


by a vaſt accumulation of comments, 


is ſcarcely ſeen, and reſembles a little 
boat in the wide ocean, or a jewel 
I with, my 

Lord, 


joſt in a dunghill. 
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Lord, to bring forward the aulbor 
himfe7 to your notice, to impreis his 


words ſtrongly on your mind, to 


tinge you with the colour of his 


| f . : 6s 8 8 
le, and to work his ſentiments 
boſom. Shall Erævius 
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into 'YOL 

and Burmannus overw] helm Ci Cicero 
e mind. He K 

in the mind of the reader, even 


ey are öde el to illuſ- 
rate him? Read the text, and truſt, 
while you read, to your own under- 
ſanding.  Grapple with your author 

the exertions of your native vi- 
gour. Dare to enter the re mple ar 
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LETTER Vin. 


| oF 
MY LORD, 
O the great number of Orations 
which Cicero delivered, fifty-- 
nine are extant at this day; a num- 
ber ſufficient to furniſh ample em- 
ployment for the moſt diligent ſtudent 
of modern eloquence. _ 


But I repeat my advice, that 
you ſhould firſt read the beſt of 
them, and leave thoſe which are 
not above mediocrity, or which 
at leaſt are leſs. celebrated than 
others, to the contingency of a future 
" occaſion, I have already recom- 
Mmendciec. 


. 1 = 8 
e 


* 5 N > 4 7 — 7 5 at P * 
3 SHE > » * ow * 
. eee eee 


3 
* 14 Pg - 
nt TT; 
2 e 


— * 1 

. 
3 
* * 


e 


371 
* San 
e ll 


— 


S ac ESI 8 


. ns 
— 
5 


5 5 FTE n wer? 
TE ESR NR HI ac 
REI SSA eee 


he 8 
"7, 


TIES 


eee 
eee ee 


D W pd EI. 
„ ne pr 
DST 


* 
2 


22 8 we 
3 
y 


YOUNG NOBLEMAN. 43 


X57 


mended the Oration for Milo. You 
will read all that are contained in the 


Dauphin ſelcction. But you will not 


be ſatisfied without re 1 ing that for 


* 


Aulus Cluentius. In ot! er Orations, 
Cicero is id to how out-done 
others; in this, himſelf. The ſeven 
Harangues on the famous buſineſs ot 
Verres, and the fouricen againſt An- 
thony, will of couric excite, as they 
will richly reward, your attention. 


When vou . ſhall have read all 
heſe, with the aſſiſtance of Er- 
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> f 3 1 Mint 
neftus's indexes, I think YOu may 
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be congratulated on your acquaint- 
ance with one of the greateſt ſpeak- 
ers. and beſt inen whom antiquity. 
has produced. You will want no 
farther directions for the ſtudy of 
Cicero. You will have contracted 
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an eſteem for the man, notwichſtand-. 
ing his modern detractors, and q 
taſte for his works, however negled C 
ed. You will, without my oon, 
read the reſt of his harangues at your 
leiſure and from choice. Your im- 
provement will infallibly be great 
and ſecure. uintilian, a moſt. 
judicious writer, has aſſerted, 
you may remember, that he who 
is delighted with Cicero, may de- 
pend upon it, that he has made 19 
ſmall proficiency in the ſtudy of el 
QUENCE. 


I know it has been the faſhion to de- 
tract both from the moral and the lite 
rary character of Cicero: and indec:; 
neither his life nor his writings arc 
without the characteriſtics of humani- 
ty. He was ſometimes too timid in his 
| conduct, 
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V 
Conduct, and too diffuſe in his ſtyle. 
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* And his detractors. Have 


had chiefly in view, the attainment 


diſtinction for themſels es, by ungu- 
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LETTER x. - 


MY LORD, 


As oratory is very properly the 


object of your preſent ſtudies, | 
muſt conduct you from Cicero to 
Demoſthenes. You have Gree! 


enough to read him, with very litt“ 


aſſiſtance either from lexicons or 


tranſlations. Condeſcend to reſume, 
during your earlier itudtes, the edition 
wich you uſed under your tutor. | 
think it was Mounteney's; in which, 
though there are but few orations, 


there are enough to give an appetite 
ö 


for more, and to lead you to the edi- 
tion of Taylor. 


Every 
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Every common-place critic talks 
of the vehemence of Demoithenes ; 
alone is a ſlight re- 


but vehemence 2 
-ommendation of Oratory. : Venes 
me nce is the quality Which marks the 
rhetoric of a ſcold. You may h 
it in great perfection 1n the ftreets 
and the market-places. The pecu- 
har. excellence of Demoſthenes is a 
ſolidity of reaſoning, expreſſed with 
a force of ſtyle; and both united, 
command aſſent and conviction. He 
fights with a weapon at once arp, 


iſhed and maſſy. It cuts like 2 
43 / 


two-edged ſword, and falls with the 
force of a. battle-axe. I will not 


hOwever enter into a general en- 
comium of an author whom all com- 


mend, and who is now: ſeated 1 


ſuch eminent rank, that praiſe can no 
longer 
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longer aggrandize, nor diſpraiſe de- 


preciate, his character. 


But his beauties are not © 
fort which diſplay themicives . 
a curſory peruſal. His fold or. 
muſt be dug for with perſevering l 
bour. I do not mean that his fh 
ject-matter is difficult of comprehen- 
ſion, for it was addreſſed to the le 
of the people; but the excel lens 
of his diction cannot be underſtood 
by a modern, who is unacquainte« 
with the curious art of the an- 
cients, - in the formation: of theli 
ſtyle. The nicety with which the) 
examined the ſtructure of ſentences, 
exceeds all that the moderns ever 
attempted in ſtudying the beauties 0 
compoſition, Perhaps the inharmo. 
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nious languages of the moderns can- 
not eaſily admit of it. 


I do not deſire you at preſent to 
enter into the minute enquiries of 
a critical anatomiſt. But you will 
not taſte the ſtyle of Demoſthenes, 
till you ſhall have formed an idea of 
the ancient rhythmus, and tuned 
your ear to the finiſhed periods of an 
Athenian orator. 


I know not how this can be better 
effected, than by habituating yourſelf 
to pronounce aloud, whole para- 


graphs from the orations of Demof- 


thenes, with all the fre and ani- 
mation which you will fee] from 
varmly entering into the caule, 
Pronounce them repeatedly in vour 


itudy, till you perceive the ful} 


E [Ore 
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force and harmony of every pe- 
riod, Imitate the muſician who 
practiſes a new piece of muſic till he 
diſcovers its excellence; not de- 
ſponding becauſe at firſt it preſents 
nothing but diſcord, but perſevering 
till he catches the very ſpirit and idea 
of the compoſer. 


When you have diſcovered the 
proper pauſes or cue, mark them 
with your pencil. Then obſerve 
how one part of a period correſpond: 
with the other in beautiful propor- 
tion. You will thus not only feel the 
pleaſure of his fine ſtyle, but ſee the 
cauſe of it, and become at once a 
judge and an eartiſt. You will find 
that every word has its place, like the 
ſtones in a beautiful piece of archi- 
tecture; from which, if it ſnould be 

removed 
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removed, the ſymmetry will be de- 
ranged, and the praceful reſult of the 
whole diminiſhed or deſtroyed. Ob- 
ſerve the ſame method in reading all 
authors who excel in ſtyle. 


Read aloud, obſerving the rhyth- 
mus, and the cloſe of every ſen- 
tence. Let. the proves of your 
Ather's park refound with Ro- 
man and Athenian eloquence ; nor 
be afraid of diſturbing the Dryads. 
The young men who make a figure 
nowhere but in the chace, at the 
caming-table, and over the bottle, 
may call you mad, if they ſhould 
overhear you; but time will diſco- 
ver that you were hunting nobler 
game than they know how to pur- 
ſue. What fgure will they make 
in the houte of lords, when every 
o peer 
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peer ſhall be hanging on your lips, 
and admiring in you, the ſound phi- 
loſopher, the intelligent ſtateſman, 
and the nervous orator ? 


I have before hinted, that you 
muſt be well armed againſt the 
aſſaults of ridicule, if you aſpire at 
uncommon excellence. The know- 
ing young men have no weapon to 
aſſail you but ridicule. 


I am, &c. 
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LETTER Xx. 


MY LORD, 
TER you ſhall have repeatedly 
read, marking the pauſes, ex- 
| amining the rhythmus, and pro- 
nouncing aloud, at leaſt a hundred 
times over, the few orations of De- 
moſthenes which Mounteney has edit- 
ed; I would put into your hands, as a 
convenient book, the edition of Luc- 
cheſini, publiſhed in London by Allen. 
Go through it, in the ſame manner 
as you went through Mounteney's. 
You will indeed find the fame ora- 
tions inſerted in it, as in Mounte- 
ney's; but you will alſo find ſeven 
. or 
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or eight additional. Read them all. 
Pronounce them all with the ſtricteſt 
attention to time, and to thoſe marks 
of your pencil, which I recom- 
mended before, and which I compare 


to bars, or to reſts, in your muſic- 


books. 


Your ear will now be formed, and 
you will chuſe to proceed, for the 
pleaſure of the progreſs, to the ora- 
tion for Cteſiphon, publiſhed with 
the ſpeech of Æſchines againſt him, 
in the edition of Foulkes and Friend. 
You will be delighted with that 
celebrated conteſt. The oration of 
Eichines is admirable. How much 
more ſo, that of Demoſthenes, 
which defeated it entirely, I hope 
your cultivated taſte will now imme- 
diately perceive, Pay particular at- 

tention 
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tention to the oration againſt Midias ; 
for it is univerſally acknowledged to 
be a maſter- piece. 


On this topic I need not urge you 
any farther. You will eagerly purchaſe 
Taylor's Demoſthenes, which, though 
left imperfect, is well worthy of your 
poſſeſſion ; and I think you will not 
reſt ſatisfied without the edition of 
Wolfius, in three volumes in folio. 
Be not alarmed; I do not mean 
that you ſhould read all the Orations ; 
but I think you will chuſe to have 
them all in your collection, that you 
may refer to them as occaſion or in- 
clination may require. 


In your letter, which I have juſt 
received, you mention Leland's tranſ- 
lation of Demoſthenes, and ſlightly 

| E 4 hint, 


28 
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hint, that you have read a few ora 
tions in it, without being impreſſed 
with that exalted idea of the origi- 
nal, which I have endeavoured to 
_ inſpire. 5. 


To detract from eſtabliſhed fame 
is invidious. Dr. Leland was a valu- 
able man, and a good writer ; bur 
his tranſlation of Demoſthenes ap- 
pears to be a feeble performance. I 
do not fay that the meaning is not 
faithfully preſerved; but I am of 
opinion, that the force and animation 
of the original ſtyle are not attained. 
Take care not to form your idea of 
authors from tranſlations only. As 
to'L you may uſe his work by 
Wa 1 where difficulties 
ariſe; or you may uſefully run over 

ME” 
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an oration in Engliſh, previouſly to 
reading it in Greek, in order to ob- 
rain, at an eaſy rate, introductory 
knowledge of the ſubject and the 
method. But I muſt appriſe you 
that there 15 danger, when once you 
begin to uſe a tranſlation, of never 
deſiſting from its uſe. It is a power- 
ful allurement to the indulgence of 
indolence ; and how many apparent 
ſtudents are deceived by that ſyren; 
and liſtening to her voice, loſe all 
their habits of induſtry, and with 
them all hope and chance of great 
improvement and intellectual plea- 
ſure! 


I am, &. 
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LETTER. XL 


MY LORD, 

oux chief object in reading De- 

moſthenes, is not merely a bet- 
ter acquaintance with the Greek 
language, but improvement in elo- 


quence ; by catching his fire, and 


imitating the force of his ſtyle and 
the ſtrength of his reaſoning, in your 
own future orations. Your princi- 
pal attention is therefore to be paid 
to him as a fine writer, and a model 
of eloquence. But it 1s abſolutely 
neceſſary to underſtand him fully as 
you proceed; and for this purpoſe, 
you mult often have recourſe to 
5 216 505504 cla 
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collateral and auxiliary information. 
Though clear and perſpicuous in his 
ſtyle, yet in hiſtorical alluſions, and 
legal practices, or cuſtoms, he can- 
not be completely underſtood with- 
out a commentator, or a perfect 
xnowledge of the hiſtory of Athens 
during the ſhort period of his political 
activity. RD 


The peruſal of the argument pre- 

fixed to every oration, will uſually 
throw ſufficient light upon it, to en- 
able you to proceed with pleaſure. But 
you will ſometimes find it neceſſary 
to examine the Latin notes ſubjoined 
to Mounteney's, and thoſe alſo in 
the ſecond volume of Allen's edition. 
But never turn to them, unleſs when 
you cannot proceed without them. 
Many of Taylor's notes reſpect the 
. ſtate 
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ſtate of the text, the different readings, 
the errors of copyiſts, with which, at 
preſent, you have no occaſion to 
trouble yourſelf, ſince your object is 
not verbal criticiſm; but ſtyle, me- 
thod, and argumentation. While 
you are glowing with the fire of De- 
moſthenes, I ſhould lament to ſee 
you benumbed, on a ſudden, with 
a long account of various readings 
in a dozen manuſcripts or printed 
copies. The other notes of that 
learned editor are well worth your 
attentive peruſal. 


You will read the Grecian hiſtory 
of the period at which your author 
fouriſhed with peculiar attention. 
Add to it, the Life of Philip. And, 
if you have leiſure, you may alio 

have 
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have recourſe to Tourreil's celebrated 
French tranſlation. | 


The valuable and curious account 
of Demoſthenes, prefixed to the edi- 
tion of Wolfius as a preface, will 
give you a complete idea of the cha- 
racter of Demoſthenes, as it was 
conceived by the beſt judges of anti- 
quity. And I refer you to it as to 
the fountain-head of intelligence con- 
cerning Demoſthenes, whence the 


moderns have chiefly derived thoſe 


ſtreams which they have abundantly 
diffuſcd. There is, you will obſerve, 
a great deal to be read; but indeed it 
is worth the labour; for it contains 
much elegant and very intereſting 
crudition. 


"Faith ce 
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LET FER XII. 


MY LORD, 


O*- of your firſt objects, I have 
already faid, is the ſtudy of 
rhetoric; but not by dry rules and 
technical terms. You ſtudy, a volun- 
tary ſcholar, under ſuch tutors as De- 
moſthenes and Cicero. They have 
ſet you patterns ; and you are to fol- 
low them not ſervilely, but with a 
generous emulation to reach their 
excellence in your own language, 
and to naturalize their beauty in 
your own country. Practice then, 
v.11] promote your purpoſe far better 
: than 
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than theory. Theory enough you 
will derive from an affiduous ſtudy 
of thoſe orators, from whom the 
rhetoricians formed their rules; 
often giving the hard name of a 
figure, and the pompous appearance 
of art, to modes of thinking, and to 
forms of utterance, which were plainly 
the reſult of common ſenſe, the ſen- 
timents and the language of nature. 


The practice, or exerciſe, which 
recommend, muſt conſiſt of daily 
compoſition, and frequent recitation. 


Chuſe any of the common topics of 
political or judicial debate, which may 
be agitated in England at the time you 
are exerciſing ; and compole a ſpeech 
with as much accuracy and reſem- 

blance 
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blance to your made), Cicero or 
Demoſthenes, as you are able. Com- 
poſe not indolently, but with the 
utmoſt exertion of your genius. En- 
deavour to fecl and think, juſt as if 
you were fpeaking at the bar, or in 
parhament, while all around you is 
wrapt in ſilence. I know there is 
ſome difficulty in working up your 
mind to ſuch a pitch in the "gs 
of your library. But the power 
a warm and lively imagination can 
Overcome the difficulty. When you 
hall have written your harangue, 
ſpeak it with all the vehemence, 
pathos, or elegant modulation, which 
the nature of the ſubject will admit. 
Write every day, and recite at leaſt 
two or three times in the week, with 
the moſt earneſt endeavours to cxcel. 
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My Lord, I do really believe, that 
2 ſtudent may pore over the belt 
treatiſes of rhetoric for leven years; 
1 at laſt come iorth as Hlent as a 
ſtatue; while you, in this mode, that 
of initating ihe beſt medels, will be 
able in a little time, to ſpeak well on 


every topic which may come pro- 


But when I adviſe your Lordſhip 
0 cultivate oratory by practice ra- 
ner than by rule, I do not mean to 
inſinuate, that you muſt fir down in 
tal ignorance of what the rheto- 
t1clans have 888 ttaching mankind 
with fo much parade. I earneſtly 
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whole of Rollin's edition will not, 
I think, be more than you may read 
with pleaſure. Of this favourite 
author J ſhall ſay more in my next 
letter. . 

Fam; &c. 
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LET TTL KR Alth 


MY LORD, 
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dare Jay, a thouſand books of rhe- 


toric, of various kinds, and in va- 
guages, 

ended to your notice. If you can 

Th ing time, you will receive mt ach 
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But I recommended Quintilian ; 
he is indeed a molt excellent writer, 
and worthy of your ſtudy, for his 
| co0dncls of heart, and his general 
1 1 good ſenſe, independently of his in- 
ſtruction as a maſter of rhetoric. 


As a mafter of rhe etoric, he 1s the 


beſt qualified of any I know, to 
introduce you to a knowledge of 


the excellencies of Cicero and De- 


moſthenes. 


Always fearful of requiring too 
nuch, I do not recommend the 
whole of Quintilian's work, as it ap- 
pears in the elaborate edition of Cap- 
peronnerius. That excellent didactic 
2uthor, Rollin, has publiſhed a moſt 
agreeable abridgment. Procure a 
i mall Paris edition, to carry in your 


pocket. 
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pocket. Contract an intimacy with 
Quintillian, and I will engage that you 
will love him as a friend, while you 
reſpect him as an inſtructor. From a 
frequent converſation with him, you 
will improve in good ſenſe and ſound 
reatoning, in taſte, and in the art of 
juſt criticiſm. 


Ile is ſometimes a little difficult; 
but Rollin generally removes the dif- 
geulty, by ſhort well-choſen notes, 
which aTord much light, without con- 


| 33 L s 
ſuming much time. 


If T ſhould tell you how greatly 
| admire Quintilian, you would at- 
tribute my praiſes to the prejudice 
of an unrcaſonable partiality. I have 


long made him my companion; and 
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J know no author in didaF7ics that 
equals the merit of Quintilian. If ye! 


3 


anxiouſly deſire improvement, reac 


Quintilian repeatedly. I am ſure 7 


cannot give you better advice for 
the conduct of your ſtudies in elo. 
quence, after having endeayoured tn 
ſecure. your firſt attention to the 
great models, Cicero and Demo 
thenes. However paradoxical it ma; 
ſeem, I wiſh you to contemplate the 
great works of genius, before you! 
ſtudy the minute rules of art; and to 
fect as nature dictates, before your ar- 
dour is cooled by technic dal theory. 


* 


You may wonder, perhaps, that 1 
do not recommend tie rhetoric of 
Ariſtotle. I leave it to your future 


ſtudies, and to your ovn 1 85 


Ariſtotle wrote in a manner ſo dry 
: anne 
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and jejune, as diſguſts and deters a 
young reader. I am far from mean- 
ing to detract from him; for I con- 
fider him as one who underſtood 
human nature better than moſt of 
the ſons of Adam; and who derives 
the inſtructions he gives, from the 
ſtudy of man, and the anatomy of 
the heart. But he req juires a reader 

of mature judgment, and chat degree 
of improvement already obtained, 

which it is the buſineſs of a didactic 
author to produce. 


The rhetorical books of Cicero 
are alſo, like thoſe of Ariſtotle, bet- 
ter adapted to the manly than the 
bt e age; becauſe they are in 
ſubtle dialogue 5 Where erroneous 


3 are maintained DF ſome of 
the ts wich fuch ingenuity, 
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by che ſolidity of his ſenſe. 
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as may deceive and miſlead a young 
ſtudent, whoſe judgment is nor 


confirmed by experience and re- 


flection. They are however polite 
conferences; and well worthy ot 
your peruſal, for the elegance of 
their language, the urbanity of their 


1 
manners, and the generoſity of their 


ſentiments. But the rhetorical in- 
ſtruction in them is too widely di“ 
fuſed, to be eaſily reduced to a clear 
and ſyſtematic lorm. It is juſtly 


obſerved by Rollin, that Quintilian 


unites the beauties of Cicero and Ari 


ſtotle, without their abſtruſeneſs. IIe 


adorns the ſubtlety of the fagyrie. 
by i introducing the flowers of Cice- 


ronian eloquence; and while he en 


tertains the young ſtudent with the! 
charms of tus ſtyie, he exerciſes the 
abilities of the profoundeft ſcholar, 


Quintilian 


. 
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reflect lights on each other. 


Let Cicero, therefore, be your 
maſter, in e; and Quintilian, in 
the rules of rbeteric. Ariftotle ma 7 
remain on Your ſhelves, Ull your own. 


inclination ſhall prompt you to take 
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ing it in the ſe nate or at the har. You, 
my Lord, will ipend your valuable 
time of preparation better than in 
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of Longinus? Panegyric has been 


lavith in His praiſe. But to ſpeak the 


truth, 1 think you will learn mor: 
ſrom his example than his precepts, 
teaches little by rule; but lis 
ſtyle is fine, his ſentiments noble. 
Hiotinus calls Longinus a PP12oger i 
not a philoſopher. Longinus cer- 
tainiy bears no reſemblance to Ari- 
ſtotle, and indeed very little to Quin- 
titan. Read Longinus, as I have 
zaviied vou to read Demoſthenes, 
ALQUD 3 for he is in truth an oraton, 
tn the ſhape of a critic. Catch his {5 

rit; and it 1 a your ClLOCUENc'-. 


it will ennablle your heart, more 
tha 1 the b! 150 of the Tudor 5 


His Treatiſe on the Sublune, or 
rather on pre-eminent excelleuce, for 
lo J might entitle it, is but ſhort; 


1 
F\'? 7 
TILL » 
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and if you have a good appetite, 
you may devour and digeſt the whole 


in a fortnight. 


Mr. Toup's edition of Longinus, 
o far as concerns the ſtate of the 
text, is far ſuperior to that of Biſhop 


Pearce. It was ſubſequent to it; 


and Mr. Toup, I believe, was a far 
better Greek icholar than the good 


biſhop, whoſe merit, howcver, 
ought not to be lightly eſtcemed. 


the biſhop's notes are well worth 
your attention ; but read the text in 
Toup's edition. Remember my old 
and repeated advice. Let the text 
of your authors _—_— the firſt and 


greateſt ihare of your attention. 
Many ſcholars actually tate more 
delight in tae notes than tlie text; 
and ſeem to have forgotten their 


aut] 10 , 
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author, while they are immerſed 
in the commentary. Pray beware 
of theſe Lethæan waters. The notes 
in Tollias's edition are too nume- 
rous, and e e little to the 
purpoſe. Teup's and Rhunkenius's 
notes chicfy concern the correctneis 
of the text, and the collation ci 
es and therefore, thoug! 
very valuable, are not adapted to thr 
nature of your Lordſhip's liberal 
ftudies, which are to terminate . 
life and action, and not to be 
confined to the ſhade of a cloiſter. 
You will be chankful to the verdi 
eritics for giving you a correct 
ed text; but you will not troub!: 
yourſelf about the means by whic;: 
they were enabled to correct it. 
That was their affair, and they have 
cifcharged the duty faithfully. They 
5 7 RAVE 
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have fully evinced their learning, in- 
genuity, and induſtry. The world 
knows their excellence; and you, 
my Lord, will, for the preſent, give 
them credit for it, without troubling 
yourſelf to examine the teſtimonies. 
Your buſineſs is with tne maſter, and 
not with his ſervile retinue. 


The Engliſh tranſlation of Lon 
nus by Dean 5Smiuy, has been in 
great repute. It 18 certainly the 
beſt tranſlation of him in Engliſh ; 
but 1 do not think your Lordibip 
will be able to form from it a juit 
idea of the animated ſtyic of Longi- 
nus. Beſides, as the Dean was 
under the nece 
Pearce's text, which is not very 
correct, he has in ſome places 
niſrepreſented Longinus, which he 

would 
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would not have done, had Mer. 
Toup's edition been publiſhed when 
ne wrote. 


mention the imperfections of 
tranſlations, chiefly to induce your 
Lordſhip to have recourſe to the ori- 
ginals; and not to acquieſce, through 
mere indolence, in a faint copy. And 
do it the more ſolicitouſly, be- 
cauſe many ſenſible men, who have 
forgotten their {chool attainments, 
contend, that to read the original! 
languages is now an unneceſſary 
trouble, and mere pedantry; ſince 
all that is valuable in them may 
be read more compendiouſly in 
excellent tranſlations in our own lan- 


guage. I mult not cloſe my lettc: 


without deſiring you to read, as 
diflerti- 
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diſſertation of Schardam pre fixed by 
Toup to his edition. I regret that 
an edition from ſo accurate a critic, 
and from an univerſity preſs, ſhould 
not be free from groſs typographical 
errata, You will be aware of them, 
and correct as you read. 


i ami, N 
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LETTER XV; 
MY LORD, 


TNWILLING as J am to require 
more of you than your time 


4 will admit, I do not mention Deme- 
1 rrius Phpalereus, and Dionyſius of 
8 Ilalicarnaſſus, two other juſtly cele- 
1 F brated rhetoricians, as abſolutely 
A. neceſſary to be read by you: but 


I recommend them as a very defi- 
rable part of your rhetorical ſtudies, 
when opportunity ſhall enable you, 
and your inclination lead you, to ſtudy 
So with the attention they deſerve, 


The book of Dionyſius the Hali- 
carnaſſian, on the firufure of words, 
1 EI 


S 


a 
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is a moſt curious, 1nge:mous, and in- 
ſtructive performance. Well under- 
ſtood and digeſted, it will enable you 
Lordihip to judge of ſtyle on ſolid 
principles, not merely by inſtinctive 
or improved Tae, but with a cuidi- 
cal knowledge of the cauſe of that 
excellence which you feel and admire. | 
But as ſuch treatiſes are rather apt 
to diſguſt young ſtudents, I willingly 


conſent to your poſtponing them, till 


your own curioſity ſhall prompt you 
to examine their recondite doctrines. 
When you ſhall have read them, you 

will be a mater, and no longer a 


boy 
J am ſtill of opinion, and I will 
re ds [12 t vou will improve more 


: oy 
y familart zing your ear and under- 
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tanding to the pure and BHniſhed 
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than by the N didactic teachers, 
ancient and modern. I have already 
recommen: my theſe a with ear- 
neſtneſs, and they may continue to be 
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the tuch of Your life, as well as of 
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Citals., 


There is an old colle ian of 
ſpeeches, in folio, both from the 
Greek and Roman hiſtorians, which! 
wiſh you to procure. Read the moſt 
celebrated of them; never omitting 
the argument prefixed, without which 
you will often be involved in dar“ 


CS, and lay aſide the hook in t 
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cliſguſt which ariſes from obſcurity, 


The Latin part of this uſeful publi- 

2tion has been printed for the ute of 
ſchools, in a ſmall pocket volume, 
and, as a ſtudent of oratory, you 
cannot do better than make 1t a com- 
panion. It you were to learn a few 
of the ihort ſpeeches by memory, and 
repeat them with emphaſis as an ex- 
erciſe, you would inevitably catch a 
portion of the Athenian and the Ro- 
man fire. You will obſerve in them 
a wonderful variety of ſtyle, corre- 
onding with the characters of the 
various ſpeakers and writers; and 
you will diſcover beauties not at all 
inferior to thoſe of Cicero and De- 
moſthenes, 


You will immediately fee that 
moſt of the ſpeeches are the com- 
G 3 pofitions 
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poſitions of the hiftorians, and nos 
of the perſonages to whom they 


are attributed. You will therefore 
_ juſtly expect to find in them all tlie 
excellencies of the fineſt writers, of 
Livy, of Salluſt, of Tacitus. In the 


ſpeeches you will ſee their general 


excellencies in ſingular perfection; 


for the hiſtorians certainly exerted 
the whole force of their genius in 
exhibiting the eloguence of their prin- 
cipal characters. The ſpeeches are, in 
fact, in the beſt ſtyle of Herodotus, 
Thucydides, Xenophon, Livy, Sal 
luſt, and Tacitus. 


I think this exerciſe will be enter-- 
taining, and that you will purſue it 
from choice, after you have once 
begun it. Let me add, that if you 
were firſt to commit the Latin or Greet: 

| | LO 
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to memory, and then recite, in your 
ſtudy, the /ubjeZ-matter in Engliſi, in 
the very beſt words which you can 
command, you would derive a great 
degree of improvement from the 
habitual practice. 


Tt 
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LETTER XVI, 


MY LORD, 


1 A 5 happineſs is the ultimate ſcope of 
our ſtuclies, as well as of all our 


bl! other activity, if there is any mode 
* of proſecuting them likely to diſturb 


< 
C in 4 <d 
— I 


happineſs, it ought to be relinquith- 
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ed, trough in itſelf it may be a right 
mode, and highly conducive to the 
particular end propoſed. But you 
are ſenſible, that no happineis can be 
enjoyed without Healih; and it will | 
avall you little, to become a ſcholar, 
a philoſopher, and an orator, to 
the eſſential detriment of your con- 
ſtirution, 

T heretore, 
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Therefore, my Lord, as your ſin- 
cere friend, who wiſhes your happi- 
neſs above every thing, and recom- 
mends ſtudy wal ſo far as it is 
productive of it, I think it my duty 
to adviſe a great attention to the 
preſervation of your health in the 
conduct of your ſtudies, 


Have regard to the attitude in 
which you read or write. Vary it as 
much as you can: fit, ſtand, and 
walk, alternately. Continue not the 
adanguor ſeizes 


lame ſtudies 
you. Make uſe of weigh, ſuch as 
were uſed in the Sramachipa. Uſe a A 
ſwing for your hands, ſuſpended from 
the ceiling of your book room. Adopt 
every contrivance which the inge- 
nious mechanic has de 25 to coun- 
teract the effects of a ſedentary life. 

Let 
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Let your diet be ſimple; but 
at the fame time plentiful. Abſte- 
miouſneſs has been carried to a per- 
nicious extreme by the preſent age. 
Dr. Cheyne's books contributed to 
introduce it, and Dr. Cadogan's 
pamphlet on the gout rendered it 
univerſal among valetudinarians. Aſ- 
rhentic or nervous diſeaſes have in 
courſe multiplied, 


But the diſeaſes of inanition are 


Wi leſs eaſily cured than thoſe of reple- 
i. | tion. You will, in this, as in every 
3 thing elſe, obſerve the golden mean; 
i 3 in great meaſure, the 
* dictates of nature, the ſuggeſtions 
wk l | of unprovoked appetite, your own 
1 feelings, and your own conſtitu- 
if 55 tion. As a ſtudent, in ſome degree 


"0 ſedentary, you require a generous, 
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mough a frugal diet. Be not 
afraid of growing too corpulent. 
Many young men and women have 
ruined their health by endezvours 
to emaciate their perſons, for the 
ſake of a genteel figure. It is vain 

to contend againſt nature ; we may 
deſtroy her ſtrength, but we cannot 
alter her courſe, without doing our- 
ſclves an irreparable injury. 


Beware of tampering with medi- 
cine. There are books which pre- 
tend to render every man his own 
- phyſician ; and they have done great 
miſchief to the weak and valetudi- 
nary. Seek the beſt advice under 
diſeaſe, and follow it. Aſſiſt it by 
a careful attention to diet, freſh air, 
and moderate exerciſe. The on- 


zaturals are the beſt phyſic. 


Read 
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Read little or nothing very late in 
the evening: ſpend the hours before 
you retire to reſt in cheerful conver- 

ſation, and take care to retire early. 
You will thus be inclined to riſe 
early, and tne morning air will brace 
and invigorate you for the buſineſs 
of the day. In the management of 
your body, approach as much as 
poſſible to nature and ſimplicity. 
Never fail, in fine weather, to uſe 
two hours exerciſe before dinner. 
Let not your exercue be very violent, 
or long protracted. The preſent 
age ſeems to have run into an EX 
treme with reſpect to exerciſe, as 
well as abſtemiouſneſs. Exerciſe has 
been rendered hard labour, and ab- 
Wy ſtemiouſneſs downright ſtarving. No 
* wonder, that the poor frail machine 
= is ſoon worn out with conſtant fric- 
10 tion, 
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tion, and with ſcarcely any oil to ſup- 
ply its waſte, and facilitate its motion. 


Theſe few hints on the ſubject of 
your health, I thought it right to 
ſubmit to you, before we. PR 
any farther in our correſpondence 
but I muſt add caution upon caution, 
In taking care of your health, be 
upon your guard leſt you become 
fanciful ; and ſuſpect yourſelf to be 
ill when you are in perfect health. 
Fanciful maladies have the ill eflect of 
realones, and frequently produce them. 
Remember the famous inſcription on 
the tomb of an imaginary valetudi- 
narian, „I was well, I would be 
« better, and here I am.” 


You have youth and a good con- 
Klitution. You may therciore con- 
fide 
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fide in it, fo long as you do not 
abuſe it by exceſs either of indul. 
gence or of ſelfdenial. It has been 
ſaid, that it is better 20 wear out, tha; 
to ruſt out. And indeed indolence, 
an uncomfortable and diſhonourable 


ſtate in itſelf, is allo the fruitful parent 
of diſcaſes, both real and fanciful. 


Be gentle and moderate in every 
thing which concerns your regimen; 
and thus will your health and your 
diligence laſt the longer. 
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MY LORD, 
1 Might now lay aſide my pen; for 

I am clearly of opinion, that 
when you ſhall have done what I 
have already adviſed, you will be 
well able to direct your own ſtudies 
without aſſiſtance. But you deſire 
me to proceed, and give you my 
thoughts on the remainder of the 
plan which you propoſed; and in 
general, on ſubjects allied to litera- 
ture and the conduct of life. I com- 
ply with pleaſure; but remember, 
my Lord, I do not pretend to pre- 
ſcribe with the authority of a tutor. 
I do 
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I do no more than communicate my 
choughts tor our mutual amuſement, 


and you are perfectly at liberty to 


reject or adopt whatever I may re- 


commend. 


1 
If I do not forget, your plan com. 


prehendled the Belles Lettres, Logic. 


Ethics, Metaphyſics, Phyſics, NI. 
thematics, Hiſtory, General Philo- 
ſophy, and Gencral Literature. 

In forming your T.ordihip as « 
ſpeaker, ' almoſt every part of the 
Belles Lelires will be of ule. Ther: 
is ſcarcely any beauty of ſtyle or ſen- 
timent, that may not add to the em- 
belliſhment, as well as to the tub- 


ſtance, of a fine piece of oratory. 


But in purſuit of the Belles Leitres, 
atter the firſt great authors are re- 
- Commented, 
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commended, you muſt be allowed to 
chuſe your books agreeably to your 
own taſte. Much control or limit- 
ation is, [ believe, detrimental to 
genius. I will, however, as you 
celire it, write to you on the ſub- 
ject; but not in the form of 2 
preceptor. I dictate not to you as 
3 maſter, but communicate, 23: a 
friend and companion. 


Ih ave ſome curſory thoughts to 
ſuggeſt, on polite learning, every 
part of which is highly neceſſary 
tor your ſtudy; but I ſhall inter- 
ſperſe them occaſionally, or reſerve 
them, till I have written to you a few 
hints on Logic, Ethics, and the reſt 
of the courſe which I have Juſt now 
deſcribed. If I ſhall be found to 
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hat I never affected, 


remember, t 


In 


the courſe of a familiar corre ſpond- 
ence, the preciſe formality of a 


didactic ſyſtem. 


Jam, &c. 
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LETTER XVII. 


MY LORD, 


W can neither write, en nor 
think juſtly, however plauſibly, 
without reaſoning concluſively, If 
there is an art then, which undertakes. 
to improve us in the power of uſing 
our reaſon, let us earneſtly ſcek its 
ailiftance. Such is the art of Logic. 


You may ſpeak fluently, rhetori- 
cally, and perhaps agreeeviy, witnout . 
it; but not ſolidly. A plain-ſpeak- 
ing and clear-headed man, may riſe 
and refute the whole of your ha- 
rangue, if it is illogical, by two or 
H 2 "2 = ew 
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a ſingle trope. 
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three well- argued fornences, without 


pP 


Let us then, my Lord, lay in a 
ſtore of Logic, as a foundation for our 
rhetoric. When we ſhall have fixed 
a firm foundation, we may adorn our 
front, as much as we pleaſe, with 
feſtaons, Corinthian pillars, friezes, 
and cornices. 


But is Logic able to effect what it 


pretends? Perhaps not quite ſo 
much; but judiciouſly cultivated, it 


can do a great deal, and it is well 
worth ſome ſhare of your attention. 
Beſides, you cannot be a general 
ſcholar, which I wiſh you to be, 
without ſome acquaintance with this 
celebrated art, merely a as a branch of 


| literature. 


i The 


7 
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The Logic books which I adviſe 
you to procure are; thoſe of Wallis, 
Sanderſon, Aldrich, Watts, and Dun- 
cen. Watts's Logic, read in ſelect 
parts, will perhaps aniwer your pur- 
poſe 3 but J adviſe you to inſpect the 
others, that you may ſorm a juſt idea 
of the icholaſtic terms, and the lan- 
guage of logicians. 


That part of the Logic books which 
treats of /ophiſias, is particularly wor- 
thy of your ſtudy. It may enable 
vou to detect fallacies in the ſpeeches 
of your opponents, and to avoid 
them in your own. It may teach 
you to confute a long harangue with 
a ſingle obſervation. | | 


' You will in courſe perfect yourſelf 
in the art of making ſyllogiſms; and 
. „ : 5 


4 
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Jam under no » apprehenſion of you: 
dwelling on logical ſubtilties, jo as 
to loſe much time, or cool the qr- 
dour of your genius, formed, as 1. 
„ for livelicr and more active 
purſuits. 


But, my Lord, give me Jeave to 
adviſe you to apply the art of Logic, 
where it is muchawanted, and has 
ſeldom been cloſely followed, t: 
common liſe, Yeu will there find it ot 
great advantage. People are for 
ever reaſoning wrong in Common 
converſation, and on the 'motrives 
and conſequences of their day 
conduct. From the want of one 
thought and accurate reaſoning 021 
common emergencies, they haſtily 
form wrong concluſions, and fall into 
fooliſh actions; the flaves of preju- 
- dice, 
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dice, ignorance, paſſion, and abſur- 
dity. All this might eaſily be avoid- 
ed, by exerciſing plain common ſenſe, 
ſufficiently informed; or, in other 


words, by feund logic. 


Tou will derive much happineſs and 
dignity from accuſtoming yourſelf to 
ſubmit your fancies, humours, ca- 
prices, and all your eager deſires, to 
the touchſtone of a ſyllogiſm. When 
any new queſtion ariſes in common 
life, no leſs than books, which re- 
quires a found judgment, form the 
matter into a H gihin, and abide by 
the concluſion, whatever 1t may be, 
| faichfully and reſolutely. By uſing 
yourſelf to this method in little 
things, you will naturally adopt it in 
great ones; and the reſult will be, 
found judgment in writing, ſpeaking, 

4 - and 
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and acting; deciſion in thought, and 
firmneſs in conduct. 


A moſt valuable effect this, of 
{tudying in the ſchool of Ariſtotle. 
it will give you a ſuperiority over 
gore than half mankind, who ſeldom 
{ow themſelves time to reaſon cloſe- 
'y and juſtly, if they reaſon at all. 


5 


} 


I am, &c. 


YOUNG NOBLEMAN. 10g 


MY LORD, 
1 the plan of academical educa- 
tion eſtablſhed in ſome of the 
univerſities, Metaphyſics ſucceed the 
ſtudy of Logic. 


But I really cannot recommend 
them to your particular notice, If 
your genius leads you to them, vou 
will follow its bias, and probably 
ſucceed in the purſuit. But they are, 
to the generality of men, a dull, if 
not a uſeleſs ſtudy. It is difficult to 
point out their utility to men deſigned 
for active life. They are indeed an 

. innocent 
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innocent amuſement, and ſerve to fil! 
up the time of the contemplative, 


But as your view is to be a gene- 
rl {cholar, not merely for the praiſe © 
of icholarinip, or the pleature of con- 
templation, but in order to be an 
il 6m pliſhed enen, you will make 
yourich acquainted with ſome little 
treatiſe of N=taphyſics, which may 
give you a general idea of them, 
and enable you to aſcertain their 
ute and value. 


Tt encloſe you a little volume, con- 
taining a treatife on them by Francis 
Hutcheſon, the Scotch profeſſor : 
and if you can read it without falling 
aiieep over it, you may acquire from 
it no 1inconſidgrable ſhare of elemen- 
{ary knowledge in the recondite 

ſcience 
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ence of Metaphyſics : a ſcience no 
turther to be purſued by you, than as 
it is a branch of general erudition. 


Read alſo. Locke's Eſſay on the 
Human Underſtanding, and you 
will perhaps have proceeded as 
far in theſe abſtruſe reſearches as 
„our time will allow, and indeed as 
far as your preſent occaſions will 
require. Should you hereafter be- 
come a profeſſed philoſopher, you 
will penetrate more deeply, and ex- 
tend your views more widely, 1n 
the dreary region of Metaphyſics, 
where, to the eye of genius and ima- 
gzination, no bloſſom blows, no ver- 
dure ſoftens the horror of the ſcene. 


Jam, &c. 


MY. LORD), 
HE time you ſave by ſhortening 
the period of your application to 
Metaphyſics, may be uſefully devoted 
to the more valuable parts of Logic. 
Miſtake me not ſo much as to ſup- 
poſe that I deſpiſe Logic in general. 


It is only the /cbelo/tic part which I 


wiſh you to neglect. Rational Logic, 


or common ſenſe improved by rules, 


is a moſt valuable art; and I ſhould 
be glad to obſerve in you a taſte 
for it's cultivation. 


Logic, you know, is divided into 


four parts. The firſt teaches to con- 
ceive 
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ceive clear ideas of ſingle objects : 
the ſecond, to form a judgment 
on them: the third, to argue from 
them concluſively : and the fourth, 
to arrange them in the beſt and moſt 
lucid order. | 


Nothing can contribute more than 
this, to accompliſh the orator and the 
man. Logic, diveſted of its pedan- 
tic and unneceſſary ſubtilties, is very 

juſtly termed an inſtrument; or as 
Ariſtotle termed it, an organon, to 
jacilitate the : attainment of all other 
ſciences, 


After reading Sanderſon or Watts, 
form in your own mind a little logi- 
cal ſyſtem tor daily uſe. Accuſtom 
vourſelf to conceive clearly, to judge 


or affirm on ſolid grounds, to reaſon 
.. Arrelra⸗ 
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rrefragably, and to methodize in 


the moſt con/enient and luminous 


arrangement. 


Carrying this organon, as philo- 
ſophers call it, or inſtrument, about 


you, like your watch, or your opera- 


glaſs, you will find it of perpetual 
ſervice. It will give you an advan- 
tage in the tranſaction of all buſinet, 
whether public or private. Few 
men poſſeſs it. Many have indeed 
read the common treatiſes on Logic; 


but they were either puzzled or diſ- 


guſted, or both, with the dull ſub- 


tilties of the ſchools, and never 


di{entangled the good from the bad, 


lo as to be able to avail themſelves 


of 1t after leaving the univerſity. 


You will extract the kernel, and 
throw away the ſhell. 


1 


DP 
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A clear head is certainly one of 
the moſt valuable bleſſings which a 
man, and eſpecially a man of buſt- 
nels, ſuch as you intend to be, can 
/ poſſeſs. Nature muſt have done a 
great deal towards producing it; 
but the Manual of Logic which I re- 
commend, that is, a little ſyſtem 
compiled by yourſelf, and diveſted 
of every thing ſuperfluous, will 1m- 
prove and aſſiſt nature wonderfully, 


It is impoſſible but that he who 
has long exerciſed his mind in defin- 
ing, dividing, diſtinguiſhing, arguing, 
and methodizing, ſhould excel the 
majority of men with whom he con- 
verſes. And there 1s a pleaſure in theſe 
operations, which will lead him who 
has once taſted it, to purſue them on all 
occaſions which require deliberation. 

N Indi{-- 
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Indiſtinctneſs of ideas, falſchood, 


blunders, inconcluſive argumenta- 
tion and confuſion, are painful; and 


yet, to the misfortune of human na- 
ture, they are common. Error, 


ouilt, ſorrow, and every ſpecies of 
folly and miſery, are the conle- 
quences ; and therefore your Lord- 
ſhip, on a due conſideration of the 
matter, can want no exhortation to 
ſtudy an art, which tends to improve 
man in that very faculty in which he 
excels all the- animal creation. 


But, my Lord, cautions are ne- 


ceſſary to be added to almoſt every 
piece of advice. While I urge 


you to reaſon on every thing, you 


muſt remember that I mean that 
you ſhould reaſon in len: thought. 


2 a ne 


ar 
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| and not obtrude your arguments on 
| every occaſion, and in all company. 
A cavilhng, wrangling, diſputatious 
habit will not be borne. You muſt 
think with the wiſe, and, on many 
occaſions, condeſcend to talk with 
the vulgar. You will go into few 
companies, and be preſent in little 
buſineſs, where ſome parties do not 
err againſt every rule of logic; in per- 
ceiving indiſtinctly, judging falſcly, 
arguing abſurdly, and in placing 
chings in a prepoſterous order. You 
muſt hear, and bear with patience; 
taking care to let your own mind 
be regulated by your. invalueble 9- 
canon, or portable Rule of Renan. 


As Logic is but little attended to 
in the courſe of what is called a 
1 | polite 
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polite Ex Jucation, you will has t the 


advantage, on moſt occaſions, of a 


ſingular ſolidity in you r eloquence. 
You will often gain your point, and 
be admired and eſteemed tor grea: 
abilities in the conduct of buinei:, 
wuen you have done no more 


than exerciſe your common ſenſe, 


unwarped by fancy, prejudice, and 


. 7 8 
» Bag 8 * 6 * 7; * Har 1 
eu very juſtly Sblerve, that! 
; * . 


have often, in your hearing, expret 


ca my contempt of {cholaſtic Logic. 


2 full avow it. But leit you ſhoule 


'uppoſe that I condemned rational 
Logic with it, I have been here more 
UrfTue in endeavouring to Convince 
YOU that J ENTETTAIN the higheſt eſteem 
for it. 

15 Logic, 


F Re 0 ne 
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ſtood in the ſenſe in which I have 


your parts, learning, and other ac- 
compliſhments, to render you a diſ- 
_ tinguiſhed and convincing ſpeaker. 


Jam, &. 


Logic, well cultivated, and under- 


recommended, will not fail, with 


— 
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MY..LORD, 


A Witlng, who intended to thron; 
contempt upon Logic, made an 
anagram of the word /ogica, and 
called it cg. As it has been taugh 4 


fer centuries in the ſcholaſtic methoc. 


to raw Wk juſt entered at the uni- 
verſity, it might juſtly be called, the 
art of darkening and confuſing the 
mind; but as I have adviſed you to 
make uſe of it, I think it capable 
of becoming a torch to illuminate 


your whole progreſs throughout the 
land of learning: but you mult not 


dell ON it as an d. Uſe it, as, what 
At; 
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t is, merely an inſtrument. Uſe it 
yo, would a pair of ſpectacles, or 
ſpying-glaſs, when you cannot ſee 


= 4 | 2 2 — 
clearly without it as with it. You 


have good eyes, and ; perhaps may 

* We + 1 I 7 « IP 1. 5 . 

not often want a magniiying-glaſs; 
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acrainit it; and it is for this reaſon 1 
wuglit it neceſſary to urge 
„our attention to it. 


It is very true, that God has not 
nd 1 


11K 
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men reaſon; and though they often 


reaſon wrong, yet, for the moſt part, 
they are capable of reaſoning rightly, 


if they will but exert their natura! 
abilities, unaſſiſted by art and rule. 


It has been ſaid, that a man might 
as well learn the art of eating, drink- 
ing, walking, izeing, ſmelling, taſt. 
ing, and the feſt, as the art of 
reaſoning; that the power of rea- 


ſoning comes to a rational creature 
as naturally, as the power of muſcu- 


lar motion: and in exerting muſcu 
jar motion, who gives himſelf the 
trouble to learn the names of the 
muicies to be moved, and the ſincws 
to be ſtrained ? There is great plau- 
ſibility, and ſome truth, in all theſe 
ovjections to Logic. They are in- 
deed ſound objections, whenever 

2-- Logic 
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Logic is taught as a Priacipet Object; 
not as a means, but as an end, or as 
abſhlutely 1 to the uir of na- 


tur] reaſo: 


FT recommend it only as an auxt- 
ary, which, under proper manage- 
ment, may be highly uſeful. An 
though I have a ſovertign contempt 
for the Logic of the 1caoois, and the 
poor pedantry, which made A merely 
inſtrumental art the ultimate ſcope of 
Kudy, and the bulineſs of life, yet ! 
moſt confidently adviſe you to com- 
priſe it among your preparatory 
8 LOU "wil not ſpend that 
time L UPON the tots, which 15 :necel- 
ſary to finiſh the rn. : 
Of the five books which ! men- 
tioned, Wallis, e Aldrich, 
| 34 W atts, | 
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Watts, and Duncan, you aſk me 
the ſcveral „ Wallis 1s 
cicar, but diffuſe and tedious. San- 
derſon 15 maſterly in definition; ai 


1 with you to read him with ercat 


> $A ors / 5 . 
tention;  Aldrich's book is a little 
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Whenever you are deſirous of reviv- 
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ing OUT log! iCal Eno WI Cds. Watts S, 


being in Engliſn, and rendered eaſy 


O 


and popular, you may probably be 


> 
1 


induced to give it the Molt atten⸗ 
tive peruſal. Duncan's was uſed 
tome colleges in Oxford ; but I. KNOW 
not Way 1t kould | be preferred to the 
others. 


Dr. Watts was of a moſt deve ut 
and religious diſpoſition, and gave 
every thing he touched a religious 


1.06 
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tinge. This, I hope, will be no 
objection, in your mind, to his very 
ingenious book. It ought to be a 


recommendation of it to every good 


and pious man; though it muſt, at 
the ſame time, be allowed, that the 


8 


calous divine has ſometimes ob- 
cd di 


tru vinity, where it could not 
be introduced without ſome degree of 
violence. Like the zealous fanatic, 
ne has often erected a pulpit upon 
unconſecrated ground. 


There are many other treatiſes on 
Logic, beſide thoſe which I have 
mentioned; but they are ſcarcely 
worth your attention. They attempt 
to diverſify, where diverſification is 
not wanted, and to facilitate, where 
the difficulty is eaſily turmountablc by 
common ſagacity. 
Jam, Ke. 
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LETTER XXL 


MY. LORD, 

Am glad you treated with filent 

contempt the ſarcaſtical hints 
which were thrown out againſt 


your pedantry, by the merry Noble. 


men whom you deſcribe. . To argue 


with them, would have been fruit- 
leſs, and not worth your white. 


They would have overpowered you 
with noiſe, nonſenſe, oaths, an 
laughter. They may be jolly, good- 
natured companions; but they will 
never become great men. They 
muſt lean on the merit of their an- 
ceſtors. 13 
1 5 


+ 
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It is a common artifice among the 
ignorant and prolligate, to endea- 
vour to explode all appearances of 
learning, under the name of pedan- 
try; and all profeſſions of virtue and 
religion, under that of methodiſm, or 
nypocriſy. J am glad you have ſenſe 
enough to ſee their artifice ; and ſpirit 
enough not to be intimidated by 
their clamour. Their triumph will 
he but ſhort. Indeed, it is no 
triumph, but in the company of 
ſilly young men like themſelves, 
who naturally aſſociate together from 
ſimilarity of taſte, for mutual de- 

tence, and to keep each other in 
countenance. | ; Es 


It muſt be often your lot to fall 
into ſuch company. Whenever it 
happens, 
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them with real rood-nature, yet with 
o . 3 * 3 ' 

a civility rather diſtant; never at- 
1 _ | PSS NORD | 

tempting, at your age, to preacſi, as 
they call it, nor to -obtrude your 

* * 0 12 
knowledge on their unwilling atten- 


* 


tion. Fet always remember to act 


and * with ipirit, blended with 


your good-nature, or ele they Will 
© EXDEAT you. 


Perſevere, with unſhaken fted- 
laſtnels, in tie Jaudable purſuits 
which you have choſen; and you will 
Don be looked up to by thoſe who 
OW With to reduce you to their own. 
vel. They are uniortunately igno- 
rant, and have nothing but falſe fire 


and audacity to ſupport a figure in 


8 . Avoid 
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Avoid all unneceſſary ſingularity ; 
but be manly enough to dare, in 
ite of all the imputations of pe- 
dantry, to perſiſt in endeavouring to 
render yourſelf ſingular in moral and 
intellectual excellence, though never 
o in matters of indifference. 


The perſons who wiſhed to render 
vou ridiculous, by calling you pe- 
ant, have indeed, through the cor- 
ruption of the ſtate, ſome Fan 
conſequence; though they have no 
other perſonal authority than their 
fortunes purchaſe, and their pre- 
ſumption arrogates. Take care not 
to make them enemies, for they are 
revengeful and miſchievous. They 
will ſoon enough be inclined to 
court your acquaintance, and to 
ſeek your advice. You will be of 

| real 


fu 


| 
>” 
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real conſequence to them; for you 

will have weight of character and 
weight of abilities, together with 

rank and fortune, Make them friends 

by honourable means. They may 
become, under your guidance, (for, 

3 depend upon it, they are too infigni- 

”  ficant to become leaders themſclves,) 
uſeful auxiliaries in accompliſhing 
the purpoſes of your patriotiſm, and 
of your virtuous and benevolent am- 

bition. ES, 


I am; &c. 
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LETTER XXIII. 


ur LORD, 


+ I do not forget, your courſe of 
* ſtudies at the univerſity was diſ- 
poſed in the following order: Logic, 
Metaphyſics, Phyſics. I do not 
indeed think it the propereſt order; 
ſor Mathematics ſhould precede Phy- 
ſics, as a proper preparation for 
them; and Metaphyſics might be 
poſtponed to the laſt, if not entirely 
omitted. : 


But as the order may be changed 
according to your own diſcretion, let 
us proceed to the conſideration of 
Phyſics, or Natural Philoſophy. 

| My 


- — | 7 * 2 e - i * T —"- Us 
Wer 
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My Lord, I am clearly of opinion, 
that the beſt introduction to the 
ſcience, after Arithmetic and Geo- 
metry, is a courſe of lectures on it. 
Yuſtrated by experiments. Oppor- 
unities of attending ſuch lectures 
abound; for, ſo pleaſing and popular 
5 are the performances of the expe- 
0 rimentaliſt, that ingenious men, 
under the ſelf- aſſumed title of phi- 
, loſophers, travel the country, as 
| Theſpis did of old, with his cart, 
and bring ſcience to our doors, ſo- 
üciting admiſſion and reward. 


Science, or Philoſophy, approach 
8 1 4. 

ing in this humiliated form, loſes 

ſomething of her apparent dignity, 

but nothing of her real value. The 

itinerant experimentaliſts are worthy 

your 
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your attention. They are in poſſeſ- 
lion of an expenſive and troubleſome 
apparatus, Which it is their intereſt 
to preſerve conſtantly in order. They 

are uſed to the management of it; and 
from habit, acquire a facility in per- 
forming their operations, which more 
able theoriſts may not poſſeſs, 
through defect of a dexterity merely 
mechanical, 


On entering on the ſtudy of Na- 
tural Philoſophy, do not involve 
vourteit in long and dull treaties, 
which may diſguſt by their diffi- 
culty: but attend experimental lec- 
tires repeatedly, till you have a clear 
and perfect knowledge of all that a 
compreiieniive courle uſually ex- 
ains in the moſt familiar manner. If 
a ſubject ſtrikes you with particu- 


. K. N lar 
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lar force, and ſeems remarkab!y 
congenial to your own turn of mind, 
purſue it farther in books. They 
bound; and are well known to com- 
mon fame. 


Should your genius be peculiarly 
inclined to Natural Philoſophy, go 


to the fountain-head, after a due 


preparation of mathematical learn- 
ing, and experimental lectures. Dare 
to enter upon the ſublime diſcoveries 
of Sir Iſaac Newton. Pember tons 
View of them may be a proper in- 
troduction. ] could eaſily give you 
a long catalogue of introductory and 
explanatory books; but it is unne- 
ceſſary; they ſtand foremoſt in every 
ſhop, and you will ſclect them tor 
yourſelf, or follow the direction of 
your experimental lecturer, 
Natural 
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Natural Hiſtory, 83 Che- 
miſtry, will probably excite, as they 
will richly gratify, your liberal cu- 
rioſity. Why need I mention Buffon, 
Linne, Bergman, and the other cele- 
brated authors in theſe departments ? 
Every profeſſor or lecturer can tell 
you, if you ſhould with to know, the 
moſt popular and efteemed books in 
_ theſe ſciences, which are now very. 
generally cultivated as faſhionable 


purſuits. 


As your fortune will enable you 
10 purchaſe the large, expenſive 
books in Natural Philoſophy, which 
are illuſtrated with coloured prints, 
{ adviſe you to adorn your library 
nich them ſumptuouſly. Perſons of 
vour rank and fortune are they who 


K 2 ſhould 
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ſhould encourage ſuch works; and 
they will always afford you an elc- 
gant amuſement, with little other 
labour than that of inſpection. 


Iam, &c. 
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LE 1 TER XX. 


MY LORD, 

Vr ſeem to have a taſte for 
1 Vert. I ſcarcely know whe- 
ther J may deſire you to encourage 
it. J think you ſhould not make it 
a prime object. There is ſomething 
in it of a trifling nature, inconſiſtent 
with the character of a man of bu— 
ſineſs; of buſineſs ſo important as 
yours, government and legiflaiion. Ft. 
tlie ſame time, I think you ſhould 
indulge your inclination within mo- 
derate bounds ; both becauſe a vir- 
tuoſo taſte will afford you entertain- 
ment as a favourite ſtudy, and 
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information on many uſeful ſubject. 
donnected with general knowledge, 


Coins, medals, ſhells, and all 
the articles which furniſh the cabi- 
nets of the curious, ſupply a philo- 
fophical mind with many hints for 
uictul reſlection. To the truiing 
mind which dotes on them, as an 
infant on its toys, their utility is 
circumferibed to their power of 


7 
KM; 


affording. an inoffenſive amuſement. 
But Jet me add, that inoffenſive 
amuſements are of too much value, 
among the opulent whoſe time is 
their own, to be entirely deſpiſed. 
You afk me, Wwhather 1 advice you 
to indulge an a,/77:011421 Tate. By 
all means; if you feel a ſtrong pro- 
penſity to it. It will furniſn vou 
| WIE! 


- 
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> — 


with much delight, and much mar- 
ter for entertaining reflection. The 
mind muſt have a hobby-horſe to 
ride for recreation. 


But though J do not diſſuade you 
from being a virtuoſo and an anti- 
quarian, yet I moſt carneſtly recom - 
mend it to you, to confine your faite 
for vertàù and antiquities within fuch 
bounds, as may prevent it from ab- 
ſorbing your attention to ſtudies, 
Which, Whether your own honour ot 
the advantage of others is con- 
cerned, I muit conſider as infinitely 
more important. Let others trifle. 
A Nobleman 1s n for momentous 


2 tbo 


This reſtraint is, J know, attended 
with ſome difficulty. For it we love 
K 4 _ trifles 
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trifles at all, we commonly love 
them immoderately. Our whimſical 
ſtudies, being objects of our own 
choice, are apt to engroſs our affec- 
tions like darlings. I ſhould be 
ſorry to ſee vou, in the midſt of your 
coins and antiquities, forgetting your 
cloquence, your ſtyle, your polite 
learning, and your enlarged phi- 
loſophy. I with you to emulate a 
Clarendon and a Chatham, rather 
than a Lelan d and a Hearne. Per- 
haps there is little danger of excel: 
of aPPHCation to anv ſtudies of this 
Kind, in an age when horles, hounds, 


the bottle, and the dice, often engrols 


the moſt precious hours of the moſt 


improvable age. 


Lam, &c. 
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EETTER a 


MY LORD, 


Have no great opinion of Ethics, 

treated as a ſcience, according to 
the forms of the old ichoolnien. 
Great ingenuity is indeed ſhewn in 
them; but it is an 1ngenuity which 
tends to confound the plain and nas 
tural diſtinction of good and evil, 
written on the heart of man in the 
luminous characters of a ſunbeam. 
In the hands of the caſuiſts, Echics 
become a ſcience, not very favour- 
able to that ſimplicity of mind which 
contributes more to honeity and to 
true enjoyment, than all the precepts 


of 


err FO A 


of che moſt celebrated moraliſts. Fe! 
as you ought to feel, and, with the di. 
re ction of common ſenſe, you will, & 
the moſt part, act as you ought to act, 


Since, however, the art of man 
12s reduced Es to the form of a 
ſyſtem and a ſcience, it will be pro- 
per for you to give it ſome of your 
attention. To know ſomething 91 
them HHematically, is a ncceſlary 
part of a comprehenſive education. 
muſt mention by the way, that the 
glorious gofpel rule, of doing e 
as we Wwiſn they ſhould do unto ts, 
conſtitutes an epitome of man, 
tolos, in caſuiſtical and ſyſtematica 
morality. . 


There is a pretty compendium 
vi moral philoſophy, by Iranci: 
| 1 Liutcheſon, 


; 
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Hutcheſon, whoſe little book on 
Metaphyſics I have already mention— 
ed to you. You will find in it the 
Elements of Ethics, Natural Juriſ- 
prudence, M conomics, and Politics, 
clearly and ſuccinctly diſplayed. This 
will be a very uſeful utrodutiisn, as 
the author juſtly protefics it to be, to 
the ancient moraliſts, to Plato, Ari- 
ſtotle, Xenophon, and Cicero; and 
to the moderns, Grotius, Cum- 


Theſe great authors you will read 
as your leifure and inclination may 
lead you. The celebrity of Puiten- 
dorf's book de Oficio Fominis & 
Civis is ſuch, that think you will 
not reſt ſatisfied, without giving it a 
very attentive peruſal, after reading 
5 Hutche- 
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” Hutcheſon. If you ſhould make 
vourſelf a perfect maſter of Hutche- 
ſon's Compendious Inſtitution, and of 
Puffendorf, you will not be at a lot. 

on the ſubject of ſyſtematic or ſcien- 
tific Ethics, and your underſtanding 
will be much enlightened by the 
ſtudy. 


Archdeacon Paley's Book on Mora! 
and Political Philoſophy has ſingular 
merit; for 1t 1s entertaining as well 
as highly inſtructive ; a circumſtance 
rather uncommon in ſcientific trea- 
tiſes on morals. Remember, how- 
ever, thar I do not entirely ſubſcribe 
to all his doctrines, ſeveral of which 
appear to be a little too caſuiſtical; 
I will not ſay, jeſuitical, for I greatly 
reſpect the author. Read it with 
attention; and make your own re- 


flections 
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flections on ſome parts, which appear 


to be accommodated to things as they 


are, rather than as they /hould be. 


The Archdeacon acknowledges him 


ſelf greatly indebted to Search's Light 
of Nature; the three or four laſt 
volumes of which, certainly abound 


in excellent thoughts, and original 


illuſtrations; I mean thoſe volumes, 
which have in the title-page, © The 
Light of Nature cad the Goſpel 


blenaed.” This work is voluminous, 


verboſe, and heavy; and, notwith- 


ſtanding its great merit, difficult to 


be read without wearineſs and occa- 
ſional diſguſt, ariſing from prolixity. 
Yet it abounds with new ideas and 
valuable doctrine. 


If you can find time, and feel an 
inclination for theſe ſtudies, I muſt 
55 not 
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not omit to urge your reading Gre. 
tius on the Rights of War and Peace. 
It is certainly a maſter-piece of fits 
kind ; and therefore ſhould be known 
by every general ſcholar. At the 
jame time, I cannot but be a little ap- 
prehenfive leſt your ſtyle as an orator 
thould ſuffer by a long ſtudy of com- 
poſitions, rather jejune and deſtitute 
of grace. They are merely A ebenes; 
whereas I with you to ſtudy com- 
plete models, where the features glow 
with life, and the limbs are nerved 
with vigour. I do not introduce you 
to the Hertus fiecus, when you can 
ice the lily and roſe blooming and 
Bouriihing with life and beauty, in 
rt garden. 


To learn Ethics, I ſhould there- 
ore rather chuſe to refer you to ſuch 
7 5 Writets 
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Is 

writers as Plato, Cicero, and Addi- 
fon. There you will behold the body 
of Truth, adorned with beauty and 
the complexion of health. In Puf- 
ſendorf, Grotius, and other ſyſte- 
matic writers, you {ce truth indeed, 
but YOu {ee her lovely form diſ- 

figured by the knie of the ana- 
tomiſt. 5 


Aſter having read a volume or 
two of the beſt writers in the ſyſte- 
matic way, in order to obtain an 
idea of Ethics, thus treated as a 
ſcience, you will proceed to imbibe 
morality, as the bee fucks honey, 
from every book of Hiſtory, Poetry, 
Oratory, and Divinity, which falls 
under your notice. You will roam 
from flower to flower, and return 
loaded to your hive. To 


The 
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The book of Nature, and the 
book of the World, lie open to you; 
books little read by the Grotius's 
and the Barbeyracs. There, with 
the aſſiſtance of the knowledge you, 
have already acquired, and will here- 
after increaſe, in your ſtudy, you 
will comment on men and manners; 
always meafuring the morality of 
actions by the Golden Canon already 
repeated, of doing to others as you 
W#7/h they ſhonld do unto you. | 


F am, - &c. 
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LETTER XXVE 


MY. LORD, 


Muſt repeat my caution againſt 
the cofuifry which the great 
writers on Ethics have involuntarily 
introduced. A good heart and a 
wood underſtanding, aſſiſted by a 
virtuous and liberal education, will 
ſeldom err in deciding on the recti- 
rude or obliquity of actions. But 
he who is accuſtomed to ſuppoſe nice 
caſes of conſcience, and to make cu- 
rious exceptions and diſtinctions in 
morality, will, whenever he 15 in- 
clined, find it no difficult taſk to 
vindicate, by ingenious ſophiſms, any 
L villany. 
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villany. Hence the ſophiſtry an; 
falſe philoſophy which diſgrace thc 


age. oYy/tematic Ethics and Cofuiſlt;y. 


however ingenious, are, for the moi; 
part, to be conſidered as curious 
ſubjects for ſpeculation, as nne excr- 
cues for the reaſoning powers, and as 
pleaſing amuſements for the con- 


templative. When you , confult 


your conſcience; conſult experience, 
conſult prudence, conſult real lic; 
and diſcard chimæras of perfection. 


My Lord, I have hitherto {ai 
little upon Religion. I referve tha. 
ſubject for our future correſpond- 
ence. But I cannot leave the ſub; ect 
of Ethics, without giving you my 
idea, that in the Goſpels, and the 
excellent ſermons to which they have 


en riſe in the Engliſh language, 
yor: 
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you will find, as might be expected, 


the beſt code of Moral Law which 


the world ever knew. Philoſophy, 


ſublimed by religion, comes out, like 


metals refined by the fire. 


And Jet me intreat you, not to 
be deterred either from hearing or 
reading good ſermons, by the pre- 
judices of the profligate and the 
infidel. In theſe you will find mo- 
rality taught and enforced with the 
powers of human eloquence, znd 
under the ſanction of divine autho- 
rity. Some of our divines were fine 
claſſical ſcholars, and moſt profound 
philoſophers ; ſo that in them you 
will diſcover the beauties of ſtyle, 
the fineſt Ethics, derived indeed, in 
in ſome meaſure, from heathen phi- 
ES: loſophy, 
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loſophy, but improved and enfoired 
by religion. 


Before I leave the ſubject of 
Ethics, which is indeed a very co- 
pious one, but which I abridge, for 


the fake of avoiding unneceflary de- 


tatls, let me recommend to your 
reading, ellaſton's Religion of 
Nature. It will agrecably exerciſe 
your underſtanding, though you 


ſhould diſapprove the ſyſtematical 


form. You may detect ſome miſ- 
takes in it; you may think it too 


mathematical in its method and ar- 


gumentation, but it is full of fine 


truth; and the marginal notes are 
pregnant with moſt valuable inſtruc- 


tion, derived from the great t maſters 


of antiquity, 
[ am, &c.. 
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LETTER. XXVIL 


MY LORD, 
FPHOUCH Oeronomics are not 
uſually taught in our modern 
ichools, they are worthier of atten- 
tion, than many things which occupy. 
the time of the ſtudent, and inflate 
him with the ſelf-conceit of profound 
erudition. T2. 


You muſt have obſerved how 
many, both Noblemen and Com- 
moners, with ample inheritances, are 
reduced to a ſtate of pecuniary diſ- 
treſs. Much of it certainly ariſes 
from their profuſion : but perhaps 

e more 
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more from their neglect of œco- 
nomy. They are unwilling to 1n- 
ſpect the ſtate of their finances, from 
habitual indolence ; and they are alſo 
too often unable to adjuſt their nc. 
counts, through ignorance of arith- 


metic. The more involved ther 


accounts become, the more diſagrec- 
able, becauſe the more laborious is 
the taſæx of examining them. They 
at laſt give up the whole in deſpair, 
and ſuffer every thing relating to 


their finances to be conducted by 
perions who are indifferent to their 


employer's intereſt, and attentive 
iolely to their own. ER 


I recommend, indeed, a perſonal 
attention to your eſtate ; but not a 
mean parſimony. I recommend it, 


that you may have it in your power 


14 = I 
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to be both juſt and generous; to pay 
your debts with punctuality, and to 
give and ſpend liberally. Indenend- 
ence is one of the daughters of œco- 
nomy. Your frugality ſhould be the 
fountain of your munificence. The 
reſervoir, without this care, how- 
ever large, will be often exhauſted. 
But I muſt proteit, with peculiar 
earnettnels, againſt the character of 
a mijerly Nevleman. It thould be 
-oniidered az a contradiction in 


terins. 


CEconomics were dignified by the 
ancients with the appellation of 
Pratticc! Philoſophy. Kenophon 
wrote one book upon them, and 
Ariſtotic two. But they dwell too 
much, as might be expected, on 
general theories; and cannot enter 

L 4 | into 
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into ſuch particulars as are really 
ule ful in the conduct of common lite. 


T adviſe you neverthelets to read the 


work of Xenophon, as it is not 
long, and is capable of aflording 
vou amuſement. 


o, Varro, Columella, and 


Other old authors, have written 


upon ſome branches of QEcono- 


Wo oY chiefly the agricultural. As 


a man of general learning, ſome 
Knowledge of them may become 
you; but to gain a ſkill in CEcono- 
mics for real utility, I muſt refer 
you to experience, obſervation, com- 
mon ſenſe, and common life. I ven- 


ture to ſay, that there are more uſe- 
ful ideas on the ſubject to be collected 


in the merchant's counting-houſe, the 
ſteward's office, and in the farm, 


than 
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than in all the books of all the pki- 


lojophers. 


But to enable you to make due 
_uſe of the information you may 
obtain from any of theſ> quarters, 
1 muſt recommend it to vou to 
acquire a competent Kill in prac- 
tical ar: Amte and in books 
a. Deſpiſe not the humbleſt 
parts of knowledge which can con- 
rribute to your comfort and your 


de pendence. 


Much of your independence, I 
have already hinted, will be ſccured 
by a due attention to your revenue. 
You will not be obliged to {ſell your 
vote and influence; nor to court a_ 
Miniſter for a lucrative employ- 
ment, ſo long as you preſerve your 
own finances uninvolved. 

Es Study 
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Study Oeconomics, therefore, with 
at leaſt as much attention as thoſe 
{ciences which terminate chiefly in 


ſpeculation. But I muſt repeat the 


caution again exceffive parſimony. 
The caution may not appear to be 
neceilary to you at preſent; for 
you are conſcious, and I am ready 
to allow with pleaſure, that you 
are as liberal as becomes your birt! 


and property. 


But avarice has ever been one 
of the ſtrongeſt pions of human 
nature ; and 1t increaſes pervericly, 
when there 1s the leaſt occaſion for 
it, in age and in affluence. 


Lan, Kc. 
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MY LORD, 


Thank you for the letters which 

you often ſend me, containing en- 
quiries ſuggeſted by your &wn read- 
ing and reflection. You know | 
never meant to write a regular ſyſtem 
in 2 familiar corre ſpondence. Your 
iuggeitions of occaſional topics agree- 
ably breaks the chain of a too formal 


arrangement. 


In ſtudying Ethics, you ſay you 
could not be diſguſted, as well as per- 
plexed, by the diverſity of opinion 

ein 
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concerning the CHIEF GOOD OF MAX. 
You aſk me my opinion concerning 
the grand queſtion, In what conſiſts 
happineſs ? Ir is a ſubje& on which 
I might involve you and myſelf in a 
long diſquiſition : but take the opi- 
nions of a modern pluloſopher, a 
little dilated. | 


Mr. Paley enumerates four particu- 
lars in which happineis conſiſts: 


11t, The exerciſe of the ſocial af- 
fections. 


2dly, The exerciſe of our facul- 
ties, either of body or mind, in the 
purſuit of ſome engaging end; be- 
cauſe engagement 1s the great point 


to be purſued. 


3dly, 
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3dly, Happineſs depends upon the 
prudent conititution of the Hagirs. 
Set the habiis in ſuch a manner, that 
every change may ve a chznee for 
the better.  _ 

Athly, Happineis confiſts in health. 
When we are in perfect health an 
fpirits, we feel in ourtelves a happi. 
neſs, independent of any outward 
gratification hate vx. | 


Let us conſider theſe particulars in 
their order. 


In the firſt place, happineis conſiſts 
in the exerciſe of the ſocial affections. 


Your Lordſhip has no doubt expe- 
rienced tae ſweet ſenſations attending 
the kind affections. There was a 
com- 
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complacency diffuſed itſelf over you! 
boſom, whenever you acted kindly, af. 
fectionately, cordially. Cheriſh ſuch 
ſenſations. Sorry am I to fay, that 
this fountain of happineſs is often 


choked and dried up in the circles 


of gaicty and pleaſure to which your 
rank will introduce you; and the 


3 


nenly-polited man of faſhion be 

comes a {clin animal, feeking on! 
his own granfication : he decetve: 
himſelf by his greedineſs : he loſes 
one ot the ſweeteſt emoyments of 
life: he becomes narrow-minded, 
mOroic, imperious, and conſequent- 
IV very unamiable to all around him, 
even to his dependents and expect- 
ants; they ſecretly deſpiſe him, while, 
ior their own intereſt, they court his 
Kayour, As you value your happinels, 
nc ver 
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never loſe ſight of this firſt requiſite 
to ſolid enjoyment, the exerciſe f 
the ſocial affections. N 


The ſecond particular is, the ex- 
erciſe of our faculties, either of body 


or mind, in the purſuit of ſome cn. 
gaging end. 


But here, my Lord, great caution 
is neceſſary. There are ends very 
engaging, which are finally produc- 
tive of miſchief and miſery. I hope 
you will avoid gaming entirely; it is 
certainly engaging, but its conſe- 
quences tend to degrade nobility: 
ir introduces to low company; it en- 
Aangers the eſtate 3 it OCCuples the 
mind ſo cloſely, as to leave little 
attention for the really aoble objects 

which 
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charms of ſcience engage you: let 
the improvement of arts engage yν: 
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which ought to engage men diſtin. 
guiſhed in ſociety by titles and by 
many valuable privileges. Let the 


1 


let the pleaſures of converſation or 
ſtudy engage you: let politics engage 
you; I do not mean the politics of a 
party, but the enlarged liberal poli- 
tics of a philanthropiſt, and a citizen 
of the world, as well as of a Briton. Be 
conſtantly occupied in ſome laudable, 
honourable, uſeful purſuit, and you 
will feel it your happineſs. When 
the ſerious buſineſs of life is laid 


aſide awhile, be engaged in amuſe- 
ments which do not degrade, while 


they recreate. I know you diſap- 
prove the taſte for boxing, and ſome 
other faſhionable modes of killing 

| time, 
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zime, which if tolet able in the loweſt 
blebeian, are unbecoming a peer. 
Surely the grand theatre of the world 
affords entertaining objects enough 
for you to contemplate, without re- 
ducing you to the neceſſity of herding 
with the meaneſt of the performers _ 
on it, in the meaneſt of their paſ- 
times. 85 


Fs he ma requiſite to happineſs, 
mentioned by our philolophical di- 
vine, is the prudent conſtitution of 
the habits. © Set the habits,” favs 
he, “ in ſuch a manner, that every 
change may be for the better.“ 


* 


Do. not too eagerly anticipate plea- 
ſure. Do not »/z Up, as he (xpreſſes 
it, the materials of happineſs too 


M | 1oon : * 
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ſoon : be moderate : glut not the 
appetite, but keep it in a ſtate ſul- 
ceptible of obvious gratification. Ac- 
cuſtom not yourſelf to violent plea- 
ſures, which muſt, from their nature, 
be difficult to obtain, and ſhort in 
duration. Form a havit of deriving 
pleaſure from natural circumſtances, 
and ſuch as may occur every day 
in the common courſe of human 


life. 


« In the fourth place, happinei: 
conſiſts in health. When we are in 
perfect health and ſpirits, we fecl a 
happineſs independent of any outward 

circumſtances whatever,” 


It has been ſaid, that an attention 
to health mould be a part of our 
li- 
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religion. Many of our nobility cer- 
tainly purſue health by exerciſe; but 
remember, my Lord, that temperance 
and good hours are no leſs neceſſary 


than bodily agitation. Love a life of 


. endeavour not, by ſalle 


efinemem, to render man a different 


Be from that which God and na- 
. = i, 3 5 * » 7 yo 1 bs Fa, 5 1 
ture Have 9 93 TE 8 king. As all A agg 
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ne eq ites eſt and refreſhment at 


ſealonable hœurs; and when he follows 


1 „ Eng Ea 
nature, he alſo, like the animals around 
2 7 7 
him, commonly enjoys health and 
8 Sick 4 ROI ES 
vigour. But though health is neceſ- 
. = : „ 
ſary to happineſs, yet ſurely it is dé— 
Ban: er : 11 hs 
grading to man, eſpecially in Its 
vouth, t be ſatisſied with vealt! 
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alone; this is to live the life of a 


brute, or even of a vegetable. Uſe 
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health in profitable and honourable 
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purſuits; a life fo ſpent would be far 
more pleaſurable and reputable, even 
if 1t were ſhorter, than an inglorious 
exiſtence dragged out in liſtleſs inac- 


tion. You were not raiſed above 
mankind by your king and country, 


merely that you might eat, drink, 
and ſleep, without being called to 
account for your waſte of time. To 
live merely to take exerciſe for an appe- 
tile, and to indulge it, when obtained, 
in luxurious excels, is, for the fake 
of life, to loſe its very beſt purpoſes. 
Yet your Lordſhip knows ſome men, 
who plume themſelves on blood, 
rank, and title, and yet employ 
all their morning in fox-hunting or 


| phaeton-driving, that they may ca- 


rouſe in the evening over dull port, 
and gorge dainties, rendered poiſon- 
_ 
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ous by the arts of cookery. But as 
have heard you expreis yourſelf 
with pity on ſuch men, I need not 
diſſuade you from imitating their ex- 
ample, 


Jam, &c. 
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My LORD, - 

T7 HOEVER obſerves the preſent 
times, and compares then: 
with the >aſt, will diſcover, that one 
Principal feature of them is a neglect 
of ſubordination. Rank 1s 7 It re- 
pected as it uſed to be in the Gays oi 
our fathers. A nobleman is leſs re 
garded at preſent, than a centlema: 
of fortune in the reign of the firi: 

or ſecond George. 


One man is indeed fo little ſupe 
rior to another by nature, that th: 
great diſtinctions that have formeriy 

been 
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been conferred and preſerved, were 
more ſupported by cpyuion than by 


enlity. And how was chat opinion 


* 


miſe and maintainec? Firſt, let 


16525 \ Hy intrinſic } erit; 3 * 1 88 
0p 2 Arne 1e alk 11 


3 ory at 
CON il IV We alc iure, 95 Exer Hal a; iJ- 


; 7 a. 4'* 
DEArance. ne nobility lived in a 
*. S FX * r be oh * 2 * 7 1 ! 7 274 2 
{tate of IMAHIGCENCE which awed the 


vuloar, by whom I mean 888 worth- 
ids, and! kept them at a 
due diſtance. They dreſſed 1 a 
ſnlendour, which the little imitators 
of gentility couid not equal, though 
ney might copy. at a diſcance. They 
rcverenced themiclves and their ran!z, 
and conſequently avoiled company 
and diverſions which lowered them 
in the minds of the pco ople, over 
whom they were fo pre-eminently 
exaited, They lived at their noble 
M 4 man- 
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manſions hoſpitably, and travelled tg 


and from them with a princely retinue, 


They were almoſt idolized, by {aici- 
nating the gaping crowd, as Creaturey 
of a ſuperior order. 


But now, your Lordſhi; p knov. 

is the faſhion among great men c 
throw off all perſonal ſtate. They 
ſeek otium fine dignitate. It is indecd 
a pleaſant faſhion to their * 
and perhaps to themſelves. But, a: 
a body, do they conſult their nr, 
their honour, or their permanency, 
by leſſening that opIN ION, by which 
chiefly they were raiſed to their ſupe- 

riority? Let events determine. We 
ſee what has happened in France; 
FACILIS DESCENSUS. If nobility is a. 
valuable privilege; if it conduces to 
the 
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the happineſs of ſociety, by exciting 


virtue, and protecting it; then any 
mode which can fecure its dignity 


inviolate and undiminiſned, is worth 


attention. And be aſſured, that ex- 
ternal pomp is neceſſary in a com- 
munity where men are not univerſally 
philoſophers. All ſtates have inveſt- 
ed magiſtrates and nobles with official 
garments, ſplendid coronets, maces, 


taſces, or ſomething to ſtrike the 
eyes and imagination of the mere Hv 
Romuti, the lower orders of the people, 


who mult in all ſtates be the majority. 


You obſerve. that the biſhops, 


judges, counſellors, clergy, military 


oHHcers, are all decorated by the wil- 
dom of our anceſtors with certain robes 


or dreſſes, diſtinctive, ſolemn, or 


ple I 
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the tenant, the vulgar in general, wil. 
pay a deference to vou proportionec! 
to your appearance. If you do not 
comply with their prejudices in thi. 
reſpect, they will ſoon confider al! 
the honour they pay to your birth anc 
titles as prejudice, which they ouglu 
not to indulge. . Many among t 
nobility of this age have demolithc./ 
the outworks; let them not be {ur- 
priſed if the mob ruth in and raze 


thee citadel. 


I am, &c, 
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LETTER XXX. 


MY LORD, 

ov took my advice, J find, and 
have been reading tne eighth 
ſatire of Juvenal. I ſhouid be much 
pleaſed to hear your comments: 
but you defire my thoughts upon ir. 
You know I am always ready to- 
employ my literary letfure in com- 
plying with ſuch requeſts as proceed 
from an ingemuous deſire of informa 
tion. Such a deſire is itſelſ a mark 
of a noble nature. 


Juvenal's eighth fatire contains 
ſentiments which cannot be perfectly 


agrecable 


— 


agreeable to the ſeclings of a cortur. 
and oo nobility, | But are 


U fo 5 1 pi % — .. IPL 
ney founded in truth? Then winn: 
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them, my Lord; and relinquiſhing 

in your own 
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the firſt f. 
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moon, with : E ke e 
un; not a planet, nor a ſatellite. 
You have read this fine reniain of 
antiquity in the original. It abgunde 
in ſpirit and fire, 2s well as {out 
ſenſe. I s all not recapitulate the 
ſentiments, as they muſt loſe much 
of their force in any expreſſions bat 


ile 
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thoſe of their animated author. But 
let me prevail with you to learn the 
whole ſatire memorize. Tou have 
been uſed to commit paſſages from 
the Latin claſhes to your memory; 
and you can remember nothing in 
any of them more conducive to your 
real honour, than the eighth ſatire 
of Juvenal. It is to be wiſhed 
that it may be well tranſlated, for 
the benefit of thoſe of the young 
nobility WO are not ſo well able to 
read it in the original as vour lord- 
hip. Even they may make out the 
meaning, with benelit to themſelves, 
by the aſſiſtance of 3adai's. tera? 
ſranſlation, and notes. . Dryden or 
Johnſon ſhould have exerted all the 
vigour of their geinus, in naturaliſing 
in our country, a poem ſo full of 
inſtruction to tho whoſe conduct 

and 
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and -example is of the firſt conſc- 
quence to ſocicty. 


Do you think that my Lor. 
VTV F*E*® would 
have difgraced their anceſtors and th 
peerage, by their groſs ignorance, 
their brutal behaviour, their low 
purſuits, their vulgar aſſociates, i! 
they had been impreſſed early in 
life with the ideas of the mank 
Juvenal on true nobility. But the, 
were wretchedly educated, ſervilclu 
Natterec, ſurrounded by mean hire - 
lines, ready, for their own interci, 
to gratify them in every folly, and 
to anticipate their whimſical wants. 


A claſſical education contributes 
more than any thing I know to en- 
noble the mind. A boy converſant 


was 
2 Vine” 
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wich the ancient Grceks and Ro- 


mans, imbibes the molt. gencrous 
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injury of their health and princi pts, 
in learning a little of the 1 
of gramma r, they rapidly ran thro! 
Europe, and then returned to FO pla 55 
the effects of their education, their 
political and philoſophical and claſji- 
cal education, in ' corrupting bo- 
roughs, and managing an election 


Feeble in mind, feeble in body, their 
eſtates and their characters equally 
ruined, they have nothin 8 to . 
them but an empty title, the pre 5 
people ia favo 3 n and 
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of t he 
the countenance. of any miniſter, who 
mm: ay make uſe of them as tools ot 
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as we do the mangy cuts 01 Juve— 


nal. 


If ſuch ED nuntiply, and the 
- ;4 51 — 7 4 * : P + 7 [4 P 
modern” modes ot Et cation and 
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modern NA: ners ſeem Ev Ourable to 
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their multiplication, can We EXPECT 
that Nobili ty will be honoure d 11 
England any more | 
France? Be affired, MY Lord, that 


the people will trample coronets 
under their feet, hen they n0 long: 


ſparkle with the gems of virtue; and 
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fabric of. nobility from falling ins 
ruin under the affaults of commoi 
ſenſe, and that f free ſpirit which has 
born all before it in America an 
in France. You; and: thoſe 155 
like you, conſider what it is to be 
noble:nan indeed; honourable and 
reſpectable for your private and pes 
{onal e qualitics, amiable and valuabl 
o your generation tor . beneticent 
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peerage, but of the nation; and if 
the hand of violence ſhall be cutting 
down the ancient tree of nobilicy, 
command it to be fpared for t 


* 


RY 1, 2A ot * Eb ad; 
SOiGen brand! Which you, and think 


Tz 1 TJ 4-7 4 ' >the IJ'CY. 1 : 7 4" EE 
who: imitate yon, ſhall diſplay to the 


— 


ad. ring multit: 


30, my Lord, I intreat you, and 
ſtudy once more the eighth ſatire 
of Juvenal, and commit it to your 
memory, never to be effaced from 
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tory; eſpecially with the additions 
afliſtance of the moſt eminent book- 
ſellers of London. I do not wiſh 
you to be a mere bock, collector. 
Get your information of the beſt 
editions as eafily and as ſoon 28 you 
can, and acquieſce in them. Your 
lordſhip's buſineſs is to read the con. 
tents, and not to dwell on title- pages 
and dates. Others may perform 
that miniſterial office, unleſs, from a 
love of books, you ſhould take de- 
light in the reſcarch, as an innocent 
amuſement of your leiſure. 


The ſecond compartment is to be 
marked with the title «© Zraris 
ARGENTEZ ;” and mult contain, 
Curtius, Velleius Paterculus, Va- 
erius Maximus, Cornelius Celſus, 
Dictys Cretenſis, Phædrus, Seneca 


Rhetor, 
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Nhetor, and Seneca Philoſophus, 
Senecæ Tragediæ, Perſius, Lucan, 
Petronms, and Manilius Gratius. 


The third compartment includes 
the authors ATAT!S NEA, ſome of 
whom deſerve a better denomination; 
particularly the excellent Quintilian, 
Juvenal, Plinius Major, Plinius Mi- 
nor, Suetonius, Tacitus, Florus, Sta- 
tius, Valerius Flaccus, Martialts, and 


Sillus Italicus. 


The fourth compartment is of a 
ſtill lower character, and comprehends 
the authors ATATIS FER REA; IA. 
Gellius, Apuleius, Tertullianus, Ar- 
nobius, Minutius Felix, Vegetius 
et Frontinus, Lactantius, Centorinus, - 
Aurelius Victor, Symmachi Epil- 
tolæ, Macrobius, Auſonius, Pruden- 
Io | tius, 
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mus, Cla dia: nus, Calphurnius et Nu. 
merianus, Ammianus Marcellinus, 
Apicius, Martianus Capella, Juli: 
Fermicus, and Boethius; and conch. 
with Hiltorie Avguitz Scriptores. 
So much for a Latin claſtice! li. 


brary. I ſhall reſume the ſubject of 
your library in my next letter. 


ail, e ag 


LETTER XXVXII. 


MY LORD) 


1 N recommending 2 Hbrary, L do 
not mean to tranſcribe 1 bobk- 
ſcher's catalogue. Boöks are ſo nu- 
ents, that 1 

— 4+ l volumes in the enut 72 
might 1141 „olumes in the enumera- 


tion of che titles alone. But YOUTS IS 
to be a ſeleci library. Lou 11 

templatlon. You will not crowd 
vour melves with books, that are Va- 
luable only beciutc chey are rare or 
curious. cellence of compo lition, 
and copiouſneſs or authenticity. of in- 
formation, Wil alone render books 
> | valu- 
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valuable in your opinion. The mog 
excellent books are the commone*, 
Why became they common? Be 
cauſe they were demanded. An 
why were they demanded? Becau!! 
they were well written; illumin 

with genius, or furniſh a with tre 
ſures of knowledge. 


But I proceed to your Greek claſ- 
fical collection. You are. not to be 
a profeſſor of the Greek language ; 
but as a general and polite ſcholar, 
you are to form a uſt idea of the 
pœets, the orators, the hiſtorians, anc 
the philoſophers, of that enlightenc. 
country. You read Greek with ia- 


cility ; therefore you will not objec: 
to admitting the beſt Greek authors 
into your library; they will not be 
ſtrangers to you. Enter therefore 

I; 7 Homer, 
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Homer, Hleſiod, Her odotus, Thucy- 
dides, /i{-hylvs, Euripides, Sopho- 
lato, Ariſtotle, Demoſthenes, 


* 


po 


cles, I 
Iſocrates, *Kenvphon, Ariſtophanes, 
Pindar, Strabo, Dionyſius of Hali- 
carnaſſus, Plutarch, Athenæus, Mar- 
us Antoninus, Longinus, Epictetus, 
theocritus, Lucian, and Anacreon. 
ere will by Greek cnough; and pro- 

bably much more than youwlll be able, 
in an active! 111 e, to read with attention. 
But you will read ſomething of all of 
them, that vou ma * not be ignorant 
of what the W.. orld | a 2 [Om admir- 
ed, and that you may derive ſome- 
thing from them for the improve- 
ment of your own ſtyle. 


08 


There are many other Greek au- 
thors of inferior note, whom you will 
add to your collection, if you find any 

_ occaſion 
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occaſion for them, or are imnc!{c. 


by a deſire of /ngular eminence its 
Grecian literature; an ambition 
which, perhaps, is not to be cu 
pected in one who is elevates! to 
high rank, that he may take an ©-/; 

part in nt and the govern 


ment of his country. Your 
are not a Barnes, a EC eſs a I Ol. 


but a Chatham. IL Or. 40 Batham u. 
an excellent ſcholar, and, I belicys. 


75 5 . Fg | 1— 722 5 25 WE | 
a good Grecian; but, then, he re. 
Greek as a ftatelman and a phi! 
pher, not as à ekitic or a gramma 
3 » 


ran. So will you, my Lord, If vai 
follow the advice of your [ricnd.. 
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L ET T ER N. 


MY LORD, 


. XPECT. not that I ſhall aſſume tlie 
= office of dictating to you every 
book which you are to place in your 
library. Chuſe for yourſelf; go 
into the bookſellers" ſhops, and 
mate purchaſes according to your 
INCHMAtion. You will have a great 
pl eafure in exerciſing your own 
judgment in ſelecting your li- 
b Your will love your books 
the better for it, and read them 
with more avidity. It is a misfor- 
tune attending great riches and high 
rank, that their poſſeſſors do not act 

O enough 
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enough for themſelves ; but procure 
the eaſieſt and pleaſanteſt things 5 
be done for them by their depen. 
enis, agents, factors, and officio: 
friends. In vain has Providence 
given them eyes, hands, and commu: 
ſenie ; they mult ice, act, and think, 
by the organs of others. If ſuch br 
the privilege of noble birth, it flow: 
be deprecated as a calamicy. ke 
powers of action and of thinking are 
gifts of nature, ſuperior to any Which 
monarchs have to beſtow. Beware 
of falling into that indolence, to Which 
a facilit ty of obtaining ſubſtitutes, in 
your Lordſhip's ſituation, too calily 
ſeduces the incautious. 


I will not therefore undertake to 
furniſh your Eugliſh library. Loox 
into the catalogues; frequent the 
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ſhops; obtain a knowledge of books 
ſufficient for your purpoſe, by actual 
inſpection. You will have great 
pleaſure in finding a book you want 
in a catalogue; and will haſten, with 
all the ardour of an amateur, to pur- 
chaſe it before it is gone. Ruch Jite- 
rary amuſement and knowledge may 
be acquired by collecting your own 
books in perſon. | Arrai ge them ac- 
cording to your own judgment ; and 
He library be furnithed, as 
it is papered or painted, by the yard, 
and without your own interpoſition. 


Maps, charts, chronological tables, 
globes, teleſcopes, and all the proper 
furniture of the library, you will not 
fail to procure; but you will chuſe 
for yourſelf by actual obſervation, and 
by compariſon: the very choice is an 
0.2 improv- 
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with indignation, and demoliſh the 


miret To a 


improving amuſement ; and you wilt 
Hke the various articles better, an 
uſe them more attentively, when th: 
have coſt you fome time, and "og 
pains, in their ſelection. 


Do vou not think it a great ali! 
grace to nobility, that certain fich 
— N - 

"8 99 17 * A. Sea 13,51: 
lords El 120Ppc they Are fe ew) PO 
Utele Or 10 librarv, never P urchaſe 
boch, and confider all mor ey thrown 


away, that is not expended on horſes, 


dogs, wine, and clections? Such 
men are all body without mind ; c97p:7. 


' fine. menite, as Horace ſays: - But if 


ſuch ſhould increaſe, will not tlie 
peerage ſink in public eſteem ; an! 
may not an calightened people r 


ariſtocracy ? Noblemen are light 
upon a hill; they attract unverſai at- 
Lennon. 
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tention, If their light burns dimly, 
or emits an e in the jocket, 


leſt it ſhould be ex- 


[ 
ed 5 the uſeleſs beacon 
O 


i 


Ievelled with the earth. There are 
times when the people are ready 
enough to pay homoge to talents and 


Ax 57 5 * 217147 7 . 17 
virtue, but they were never leis dif- 
poſed to worthip g -olden calves. 


« Nobuity (ſays Agrippa, as quot- 
d by Burton in his Anatom of Me- 
latichtly) is a ſanctuary of knavery and 
haughtineſs, a cloak for wickedneſs, 
and the exccrable vices or pride, fraud, 
contempt, boaſting, oppreſſion, diſſi- 
mulation, luſt, gluttony, malice, ig- 
norancc, and impicty.“ 


God forbid that this rep! reſentation 
im Cur coun- 


— 


PFC l 
rould Bo gcherally, REF 


(1 * 5 — | iy, 
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. Uld be of.on; 
try. Tt the PeOprE e ſhout be of Pi 


nion that It 1s Jo at 55 time, depen 


upon it the pageant 1s at an ent, My 

dukes, ' mar atk 3 viicounte, 
and barons, come off the {tage 
Meſtrs. EGALItEs, 


Whether ſuch an event wou Þs 


beneficial to mankind, I pretume not 
ro decide; but I rather with to preterve 
any inſtitution that may raiſe humar: 

nature, and ſtimulate to generous 
excrition. Such I think the order of 
nobility, under due regulations; for 
honour is the nurſe of virtue, u 


well as of the arts. 


In the tabrrc of the political edifice, 
- 


obility has been a beautiful and fib- 


Rant lun; Bay 1t:remain-+ 10; 
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and may you, my Lord, form one of 
irs moſt admired embelliſhments. In 
order to be ſo, much time mult be 
ſpent in your library. It is udp, 
and MIND only, which can give real 
and laſting dignity. Externals arc 
very proper to let it off, as foils to 
increaſe the brilliancy of a jewel; bur 
the foil gives no real value to French 


paſte. 


But what ſhall we ſay of thoſe no- 
blemen who never read? Their 
mindls are no leſs coarſe and empty 
than thoſe of their footmen. Let us 
bear with them, however, while we 
can: but your ſpirit will, I hope, al- 
ways keep you diſtinguiſhed from 
thoſe that are only to be 7olerated, 


Lam, &&. 
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A ancient Maniion, or an oi oa 


UNDECAYED, are Veneradle. Th he 
mind approaches t chem with a kind of 
awe. So an ancient family, ng fa- 
mou for its virtues and proſperity, 


and ſtill e 18 agg 5 pro- 
3 2 5 — 
ductive of eſteem. ut if the 0 


manſion is reduced to a mere heap 0: 
ruibbiſh, and the old oak Totten, ve 
pals them unnoticed, or conſider. 

incumibrances of the ground. 
Oly this | image to fallen, corrupt 


Ein ar% 
en LS 


"40 
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To uſe a vulear phraſe, you ut 
keep it up, my Lord. Send a poor, 
muny, degenerate lord, deſcended 
Tom the Conqueror, with no abili— 
tics of mind and body, and a healthy, 
virtuous, and able plebeian, into a fo- 
reign country, among perfect ſtrangere, 
without any diſtinction of dreſs; and 
the {rangers will ſoon determine 
which 15 the nobleman. Nature pro- 
duces gold, the king ſtamps it, anc: 
it paſſes current as a guinea ; but if 
the guinea has been clipt, or if there. 
is too much alloy in it, it will 
be rejected at the exchange. The 
pure gold, without any ſtamp at the 
mint, will always retain its value ac- 
cording to its weight. Stamp your 
gold, however, with virtuous qua- 


— 
g x ; "Y * 7 CEC. Fe = — * 12 2 7 
lities, ſuch as aflabillty, gentleneis, 


courage, good temper, magnanimityꝶ, 
a carn- 


learning, cloguence, generoſity, ant 


it will never ſuffer the diſgrace ot 
being cut aſu naler by the ſhecrs, an! 


{ am-fer from diſparaging nobility. 
1 the times are rather unfavourable tu 
it; and J am endeavouring to render 
it really venerable, by founding 
its fancied ſuperiority on real pre- 
eminence. Noblemen may indeed 
value themſelves highly; but ſelf- 
value does not increaſe their real value, 
heir real value is that alone at which 
they are eſteemed by the public. 
is not the ſeller, but the buyer, that. 
determines the price of a commodity. 


Convinced as I am that You have 
early imbibed theſe. ſentiments, 1 
hHhauld not incuicate them. again, had 


f . „ir 
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vou not infor med me, that two or 
rec young lords, with whom you 
ofren aſſehgiate, had endeavoured to 
berſuade you, that there is a dignity 
n birth, independent of perſonal 
merit, or beneficent exertion.  Fhey 
pend their time chiefly in the ſtable, 
at the tavern, and at the gaming- 
hauſe; they ſubſtitute a horſc-laugh 
in the place of all argument; and 
ey would willingly reduce you, by 
vidliculing your virtues, to a level with 
their own degenerate ſtate. But what 
ay the people at large, on whom 
both you and they muſt depend for a 
continuance of your honours and pri- 
vileges? They bid you caſt your 
eyes Over the Britiſi Channel, and 
earn in time a leſſon of caution. 


Only 
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N conſider the uſcleſs life © 


theſe young noblemen, whoſe fortune s 


are princely, and whoſe titles, in 


found, right honeurable. They riſt 


at twelve, they drefs, they ride, they 
dine, they game, they go to ſome 


public place, they ſup, they drink to 
_ exceſs, and then retire again, and re- 


new the ſame contemptible round on 


the morrow. Can you wonder thut 


the people view their civil diſtinctions 
with an evil eye? When ſuch an 
one is on his departure, let him take 
a retroſpective view of his life: What 
have I done? may he aſk: my life has 

been uſeleſs to others, and to myſelf 
di ſhonourable. Am I one of the lords 


of the creation, as well as a lord in 


civil rank, diſtinguiſned above others 
by my country? If nature had made 


JT 


YOUNG NOPLEMAN. 205 


ne a tree, or an animal without rea- 
ſon, I might probably have been 
more uſcful than J have been, ac 
more truly eſtimable. 


Never let the falſe wit and rude 
converſation of ſuch degenerate no- 
bles, ſtop you in your honourable ca- 
reer. Treat them with politeneſs, 
but act and {peak with ſpirit; and, 
above all, perſevere 1n the path of 
honour which you have choſen, and 
mark the end of your choice. 


J am, &c. 


Ce 


P 
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C 


MY LORD, 


TJEALTH makes the beſt blood, no: 


nobility. I could not help adopt- 

ing this idea, on ſeeing poor Lord 
itte Te 15 

hut two and twenty, and he has all the 

infirmity of three- ſcore and ten. Þic 


I was born feeble ; and yet ſent eariy tu 


iy one of the faſhionable ſchools, be- 
te cauſe his father and grandfather were 
"8 educated there. His pockets were 
9 0 full of money, and he indulged him- 
f a elf, in conſequence, with every lux- 
ot ury in eating and drinking. High- 
"It ieafoned food, and brandy and water, 


3 rv 
K. ever) 
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every day, at the age of fourteen! 
Sad havoc it made in his feeble frame! 
A dreadful diſeaſe, at ſixteen, intro- 
duced the decrepitude of old age at 
twenty-one. And there he ſtands 
(and, alas! can hardly ſtand) a me- 
lancholy example of the folly of 
parents, in ſacrificing the health 
and happincls of their children to 
faſhion. I lis iervant is the ſon of 


one of his tenants, and of the ſame 


-- 


28 


ave as himſelf. How ſtrong and 
hale! how florid his complexion ! 
how cheerful his looks! Poor Lord 
* * would give up all his pedi- 
grec for half his footman's vigour. 


It is a great error of the preſent 
age, to bring boys forward too ſoon. 
They are made little men, and they 
continue little men. Unfortunately 

this 
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this is in a peculiar manner the caſe of 


the rich and great. What poor crea- 


tures are many who are born to fit 
in the ſenate-houſe, above their fel 
low-citizens, with coronets and robes 
of honour! Their whole buſineſs is 
to take care of their health ; how 


can they watch over a nation? They 
may indeed give a feebie voice at the 
command of a miniſter ; but will the 


people reſpect them? And does not 
their imbecility of mind and Hay, 
beſides the great misfortune of it to 


themieives, endanger the exiſtence cf 


their order, by rendering it con- 


: temptible ? 


Among other modes of reſtoring 
inſtre to the peerage, if it be true that 
it is tarniſhed, care ſhould be taken, 
in ea 9 7 Foun to prevent the body 


from 
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rom. being weakened by exceſs. or 
effeminacy. A ſchool in a great, 


O 


— 


corrupt, and unlicalthy metropolis, 
ſhould never be choſen by thote who 
are able to felect the place of their 
children's education. The diet of 
voung perſons thould be plain, yer 
always plentiful. Early hours of re- 
tiring to repoſe, and riſing from it, 
ihould be conſtantly inſiſted upon. 
Boys ſhould not be introduced to 
the luxurics of a nobleman's table, 
not even their father's, nor ſuffered to 
drink wine, or any ſtrong liquor. 


Fortunately for you, you were edu- 
-ared in the country, and with rural 
mplicity of diet and accommoda- 


tion. You therefore preſerved your 
health, while you acquired thoſe ſolid 
accomplithments, which will laſt you 

r through 
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through life. But the danger is no 
yet over: the late hours which mo- 
dern life renders almoſt unavoidable, 
are certainly a deviation from nature, 


and therefore debilitating. The lux 


ury of the table is allo carried to a 
great height; and exceſs in wine, a: 
an early age, has become, in certain 


elevated circles, faſhionable. 


Be /ingular, my lord, in avoidin: 
ſuch practices as will render you an 
old man before your time. Take 
care not to reduce yourſelf to ſuch 
a ſtate as may oblige you to become 
a valetudinarian for life. Strength ot 
body is neceſſary to ſtrength of mind. 
Temperance will contribute to both ; 
but let it not run into exceſs, and be- 
come the abſtinence of a deyotee. 


And let not your exerciſe take up all 


21 '. = Your 
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your time, and ſerve only, as 1s the 
caſe with ſome of the fox-hunters, to 
give an appetite for nocturnal orgies, 
or the carouſals of groſs gluttony, and 
unideal conviviahty, 


Tam, "QC; 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


MY LORD, 


8 reprimand me in a pleaſant 


ſtyle of raillery; and I ac- 
knowledge, with juſtice. I have di- 
greſſed too long from literary ſubjects. 


But you muſt remember, that when 


I engaged in correſpondence with 


you, I told you I ſhould not write 


on a fixed plan, but adopt ſuch ſub- 
jects as occaſionally aroſe in my own 
mind, or were ſuggeſted by your 


inquiries. 


Every thing connected with the 


true dignity of nobility falls within 


RE My 


: 
7 


* 2th an n 
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my deſign. Literature is certainly 
connected with it moſt intimately. 


r opens the eyes o every thing 


beautiful, to all that is wiſe and grcac 


and good among mankind. It ren- 


o 


ders one man as ſuperior to another, 
as man in general is {ſuperior to a 
brite, 


But, my Lord, I never intended 


to make you a mere /coolar. I wWiſhed 
to furniſh you with literature ſufficient 


with ſucceſs into all ſubjects that may 
Holicit your notice; to give you 


* 


to enable you, by a genera! Know- 
ledge, to proſecute your inquirics 


ſound principles of arts, ſciences, 


and polite letters; ſo that you may 
be able to ſupport your dignity, to 
 terye your country, and to employ 


P 3 Your 
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your leiſure pleafantly and profitably, 
without running into intemperanc— 
or extravagance merely to paſs away 
your time. I wiſhed you to become 
a man of ſcience and a man of ta{t-. 
that you may become amiable in 
the intercourſe of common life, and 
eſteemed and honoured, indepen. 
ently of your birth, in public. } 
wiſhed you to be able to find the 
ſources cf amuſement and happine!; 
in ycurſelf, without being driven, in 
diſtreſs for ſomething to do, to mer: 
frivolity. I wiſhed you to find ſatiſ- 
faction in conſcious virtue, and in 
contemplation; and not to depend 
on others, the paltry miniſters of 
pride and luxury, for the means of 
avoiding the languor of inactivity. 
I was deſirous that you ſhould lay 


up 
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up a ſtore of ideas for the reſt of 
your life; that T0 ſhould have 
means of en; oyme nt in your library, 
in times of infirmity, and in old age. 
My e was to poliſh your 
mind, to encode ru heart; to add 
weight to Four character by fold 
qualities, and cauſe the 8 of 
your external manners to be tue 
genuine emanation of internal cle- 
gance. Such was my intention in 
urging you to 1 icati 

You need not fear the being too 
learned. The manners of the times 
and the numerous avocations both 
of bulinets and pleaſure, which you 
will experience in your exalted rank, 
will never permit fuch a degree of 
| application, as can render your learn- 
ing an incumbra ance. The more you 
P44 are 
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are able to acquire in your youth, 
depend upon 1t, the happicr and the 
more honourable you will live. The 
world values at a high rate thc 
virtuous qualifications of a nobleman. 
They appear with double luſtre in 
an exalted ſtation, where tempta- 
tions to idleneſs and luxury are 
powerful. Jewels well ſet in gold 
are prized beyond the mere intrinſic 
value. N 


] hope, therefore, that ſo long 
as you enjoy life, health, and your 
faculties, you will devote ſome part 
of the day, however ſmall a part, to 
the ſtudy of ſcience or polite lite- 
rature. Your acquiſitions are al- 
ready conſiderable, and conſtant 
attention to their preſervation and 
„ exten- 
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extenſion, will render you, with- 
out painful labour, ſuperior in at- 
tainments to moſt of your com- 
peers. - 


Jam, &c. 


9 
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IL ET TER XXXVIL 


XY - LORD; 


T can ſcarcely have eſcaped your 
obſervation, that ſcience has been 
carricd to great heights of improve- 


1 


ment by men who are Enemies to 


monarchy, enemies to religious eſta- 
bliſnments, and enemies to the or- 
wy of nobility. Their knowledge 
and their virtues have given them a 
el weight and influence in the 
world, that few noblemen, however 
ancient their families, and la rge their 


eſtates, are able to counter; Zoile;. The 

influence of many dir extencis 

ſcarcely beyond their own tenants, 
or 


YOUNG NOBLEMAN, 


219 
or a few rotten boroughs; but the 
influence of theſe poor plcbeigus, 
ennobled only by their own labours 
in their libraries, has extended, and 
is at this moment extending, all over 
Europe and America. You tix 
political phanomena which our fa- 
thers could never have predicted. 
Extenſive empires, without kings, 
without nobles, without biſhops. 
Whether for the good of mankind 
or not, it is a wonderful effect of 
_ perſonal exertion. Writers may be 
proud of their power; for they 
have done what all the kings and 
nobles in the world, with the affitc- 
ance of ſtanding armies, could 
never have effected. Would you 
avoid INNOVATION S in England? 
Would you preſerve the magnificent 
Gothic pile of our anceſtors unin- 

-- urea! 
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jured ? Then add perſonal merit to 
the ariſtocracy. Let genius, learn- 
ing, and virtue, outſhine the pearls 
and qewels of the pcer's coronet; and 
this country will ſtill, ſuch are its 
prepoſſeflions in favour of nobility, 
honour and ſupport it. 


To make a ſolid improvement in 
ſcience, and even to judge of the 
improvements made by others, it is 
neceſſary that you ſhould make a 
proficiency in Mathematics, ; a ſub- 
jcct wich I ſhall reſume in my next 
ictter, 


--:1 am;.: dc. 
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L E T TER XXXVIE 


MY. LORD, 
T HIN K. not that I ſhall advii yort 

to grow pale over complicatc 
diagrams and long calculations, like 
ſome poor philemeath, in the unſocial 
cells of a college. I recommend the 
ſtudy of the Mathematics to you us 
preparatory to uſeful exertions in 
active life. In the firſt place, they 
are the beſt Logic. They ſuperia- 
duce habits of attention, precijion, 
and accuracy of reatoning, on at} 
ſubjects which fall under our con- 


{ideration, 


But 
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But in the next place, t 
neceſſary as inſtruments in attaining 
to the nobleſt ſciences. There can 
be no doubt of their value and utilicy. 
Begin then, my Lord, with reſolu- 
tion not to be deterred by the idea 
of difficulty. There is a delight in 
the evident truth elicited by this 
ſtudy, which more than repays all the 
labour. Strong minds love ſtrong 
exerciſe, and feel their vigour aug- 
mented by a conflict with diffi- 
cuity. 


ey are 


You are already a proficient in 
Arithmetic. But you will do weill 
to ſecure your attainments in this 


— 


ſcience, by a repetition of your paſt 
ſtudies in it. Algebra will next 
claim your attention; and it is ſuper- 

fluous 
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fluous to recommend to you the 
volumes of Profeſſor Saunderſon. 

If you chuſe an eaſy introduction 
to the Mathematics, let me re- 
commend to your attentive Dori, 
the three volumes of Dr. VV cls. 
That author has a clear and very 
happy mode of inſtruction. Deep 
Mathematicians will deſpiſe a mere 
elementary book like his; but you, 
who are in ſearch of the eaſicſt me- 
thods of attaining to ſcience, will 
condeſcend to uſe the moſt obvious 


and unoſtentatlous aſſiſtance. 


After reading Wells, go through 
Euclid's Elements with: clofe atten- 
tion; and then, as you are not to be 
a profeſſor, you will have Mathe- 


matics enough for all your purpoles. 
= If, 
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If, indeed, you feel in yourſelf 
genius for Mathematics, purſue them 
with the perſeverance of a Newton. 
All natural propenſities to ſcience: 


are to be indulged without reſtraint. 
But if I were to adviſe you to in 


volve yourſelf in the abſtruſer ſtu 

dies of Mathematics, the utility of 
which ſeems to terminate in fſpecii- 
lation, what is to become of our 
ſtateſman, our orator, our. patriot ? 


No; life is ſhort, art long, health 


precious. I cannot urge you to 
ſpend your time and ſpirits in ſtudies, 


the reſult of which, after all your 


labour, will only afford a little amuſc- 
ment to a few recluſe ſtudents in on- 


or two univerſities, 


The Mathematics you acquire, 
are to lead you to judge of Aſtro- 
| nom, 
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nomy, Navigation, Fortification, 
Architecture, uſeful Mechanics, Re- 
venue, Tactics, National Wealth, 
Arts, and Manufactures. | 


You muſt have the aſſiſtance of 
living inſtructors for improvement in 
all theſe branches of knowledge. 
But the principles you muſt acquire 
from books. . Cultivate an acquaint- 
ance with the ableſt men in every 
department, and their converſation 
and advice will greatly abridge the 
labour of ſtudy; but ſtudy you mull 
in the firit inſtance, in order to be 
qualified to benefit by their inſtruc- 
tion. Happily the nation abounds 
with men deeply verſed in Natural 
and Experimental Philofophy. A 
nobleman may eaſily draw out their 
rich ſtores, by foliciting their ac- 
. quaintance. 
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quaintance. It is one great adyan- 
tage of high rank, that men of 
merit are always ready to repay the 
countenance. they receive from it, by 
the moſt liberal communication. of 
that excellence which their talen:; 
and labours have acquired, but whic: 
no money can purchaſe, and no mo- 
narch beſtow. Let the coronet be 
reſpectfully taken off, eſpecially in 
youth, to plebeian heads adorned 
with genius and ſcience. It will br 
replaced, and ſhine with additional 
brihancy. 


Jam, . &c, 
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x F TT ER XXXIX. 


MY LORD, 


1 Did pro! miſe you a letter upon 
Jiſtory. But why need JI urge 

you to ſtudy it? You know its valuc 
to a ſtatefman and an rater. t 
indiſpenſabiy neceſtary. But it is 2 
moit extenſive field. A life may be 
ſpent in traverüng it. You never 
can, conſiſtently with your other 
engagements, read the hiftor 
ages and all countries. The life of 
an antediluvian, and the conſtitution 
of one, would be neceifary to read 
attentively, all that have been writ- 
ten on IIiſtory alone, much more to 
2 2 ſtudy 


— FF 
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ſtudy all the ſciences and parts of 
knowledge which I have Wendy re- 
commended. 


What muſt be done? Paid bret 


fertes faculamur ava multa ? My 


Lord, graip as much as you can; 


and what you cannot hold or reach, 


muſt be ſuffered to eſcape. An 
avarice of knowledge is a laudable 
avarice indeed ; but yet, even here, 
contentment muſt be learned, if we 
would be happy. Alps on Alps 
ariſe. But if we cannot reach the 
! mmit, we may reach ſome de- 
ſirable eminence, enjoy a noble 
proſpect, and ſit down, if we are 
wearted, far more elevated, and 
mere ration all, nappy than the ſhep- 
kerd in the vale. Our view is greatly 
extended, though we fill know that 

7 | Curt 
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our ſenſible horizon falls inſinitely 
ſhort of the rational. | 


Let us endeavour to abbreviate our 
hiftorical k abour, by ſelecting what- 
ever is ufeful, and foregoing what- 
ever may be diſpenſed with, though 
entertaining to the imagination, and 
calculated to gratify curioſity. 


Tou rf read the Grecian, the 
Roman, the Engliſh hiſtorians, and 
the hiſtory of modern Europe. No 
nan can pretend to letters who is 
utterly unacquainted with theſe. 


We have abundance of hiſtories of 
Greece and Rome compiled by the 
moderns. But my advice is, © go 
to the fountain-head.” Read Hero- 
| 3 dotus, 


err TD A 
dotus, Thucydides, Livy, and Taci- 
tus; or, if you will drink at the 
ſtreams, read Rollin; after these 
read whatever hiſtorian you bc! 
approve, remembering, as I have 
more than once repeated, that what - 
you read from choice and inclination, 
will make the deepeſt impreſſion, 
and be retaincd the longeſt in the 
memory. Only give me leave to tay, 
that as there is ſuch choice of j1j- 
torians, you ſhould read thoſe chiefly = 
that have written in the moſt claſſical 
ſtyle, leſt in acquiring information 
you contract a barbariſm of Jan- 
guage, and impede your progress 
toward one grand purpoſe of your ſtu- 
dies, PARLIAMENTARY ELOQUENCE. 
Great ſtores of eloquence are to be 
derived from Livy. His ſpeeches are 

1 = Wy 


YOUNG NGL 22 


— 4 » 5: 3 . . 8 2 * . 
full of weight and dignity ; and he 


Who can imitate them {uecetstully, 
. 88 | - 8 5 | | 
Will always be 1mprefiive. 


There is a great deal of hiſtory 
very unintereſting. This mult be 
ſtudied, if ſtudied at all, in chifono- 
logical tables, and referred to when 
occaſion requires, by dictionaries and 
indexes. I cannot. conſent that a 
warm and vivid genius like yours 
mould be chilled by mere dates, 
proper names, and dull matters of 
fact. Survey thoſe hiſtorical pictures, 
where the drawing is ſtrong, and t! 
colouring rich ; and you Will receive 
ſuch pleaſure as will fix the tranſac- 
tions indelibly in your memory. The 
faint narrations of unintereſting 
events will waſte your time, and 

Q_4 oon 
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ſoon vaniſh from your mind. They are 


only fit for dull me/ter-of-faf men. 


Modern Hiſtory, whether from 
the inferior genius of the hiſtorians, 
or the little heroiſm of modern man- 
ners, is far leſs ſtriking to the ima- 
gination than ancient; but to a 
ſtateſman it is highly uſeful. Procure 
the beſt hiſtorians of every country. 
Your own will of courſe claim your 


peculiar attention. Many complain 


that we have no good hiſtorian of 
our country. You will conſult the 
moſt approved; and Fame points 


them out ſufficiently to your notice. 
Rapin, Hume, Robertion, Smollet, 
and the authors to whom they refer 
in their margins, will furniſh you 


with as much knowledge in this pro- 
vince 
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vince as you can eaſily retain. As to 
party, you mult judge for yourſelf 
how far it miſled the minds of theſe 
popular writers. As a critic and 
man of taſte, I think you will agree 
with me that we have not yet a 
claſſical writer of Engliſh hiſtory. 
Where are the living pictures of 
Livy ? But information muſt be ob- 
tained, whether the modes of re- 


. . ; 5 . - 7. 1 
ceiving are pleaſant or diſguftful. 


Voltaire writes modern hiſtory in 
an entertaining manner; and to him 
you will have recourſe. The diffi- 
culty will be to prevail upon yourſelf 
to read dull annaliſts, dreary trea- 
ties and negociations, and dry pro- 
ceedings of councils, conventions, 
and ſenates. But if neceſſary to your 
own honour and your country's, you 
55 1 will 
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will ſubmit with patience to the to1] ; 
[ wiſh you ſoon to emerge from the 
dark mine to pleaſanter ſcenes, 
where not only reaſon and memory 
are excrciſed, but the imagination 
delighted. 
am, &. 
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MY LORD, 
Vo tell me that you again in- 

curred the derifion of your 
company. They laughed at the 
dovnfal of nobility in England. 
They think it fo unlikely as to be 
next to impoſſible ; and they treated 
wach contempt your wiſh that they 
would unite with you in rendering 1t 
more reſpectable in the eyes of the 
public. They ſent you, as you 
expreſs it, to Coventry; they called 
you a pedant, and pretended to think 
you a fool. 


Theſe nobles, your companions, 
perhaps three or four years ago, 
would 


ö 


/ 


236 LETTERS TO A 


would have laughed at the idea of 
the dethronement of the Grand le. 
narque, and the abolition of nobilit; 
in France. They once would have 


laughed at the idea of American in- 


dependence. Ridiculc is entertaining; 
but furniſhes no argument. You fcc 


facts, my Lord, equally, or perhaps 


more unlikely, than tne abolition of 


nobility in England, have taken place 
in other countries. It never can be 


unwite to take timely precautions. 
All who underſtand the real ſtate of 


this country, know that there arc 
many in it who with to fee the 


order of 'nobility aboliſhed. They 


are no leſs -indefatigable than ſaga- 


clous in purſuing their Objects; 


and the ſpirit of the times, and the 
great events which have recently 


hap- 
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happened, are certain 1 favourable 
their purpoſes. 


What remains but that the nobility 
prove to the world that their order 
is really beneficial to ſocicty? And 
how can they do this more effectu- 

ally, than by rendering themiclves as 
ſuperior in public virtue and uſeful 
learning, as they are in civil pre- 
eminence? Perſonal merit is a 
claim to ſuperiority, which the moit 
clamorous leveller cannot diſbute. 
INSIGNIFiCANCE, Crowned with 2 
coronet, dwelling in a magnificent 
houſe, riding in a ſplendid coach, 
with arms on the ſide, and attended 
with crowds of liveried hircungs, 
will, in this age, be deſpiſed by all 
who are not in ſome mode or other 
paid for their obeiſance ; and when 
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this contempt becomes general, what 


ſhall ſupport an order of men ori— 


ginally raiſed above their fellows, 


by an opinion of the ſuperior worth 
and virtue of their anceſtors? 


Let your merry. companions 
laugh as they pleaſe, they muſt in 
their hearts eſteem vou, and all, 
who, like you, are endeavouring to 


equal or to exceed the firſt founders 


of their family. Go on then con- 
Adently. If any thing can fave the 
tottering fabric from falling, it is 
ſuch a column, at once graceiul and 
maſſy, as 1 hope you will ene day 
appear in the eyes of all men. 


Who knows not that human 


affairs, after our beit endeavours, 
will ever remain far below perfec- 


tion? 
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tion? Vſho requires to be told that 
man, however elevated, is ſtill an 
3 9 trail, erring creature; and 
that noblemen are ſtill ſubject to all 
the frailties fleſh is heir to? Yet 
ociety will al Iways expect, that thoſe 
who enjoy peculiar privileges ſhouid, 
in the main, and upon the whole, 
notwithſtanding a fow exceptions, 
appcar to deierve them, by returning 
ſervices for advantages enjoyed, and 
diſtinctions claimed. What is ſo- 
ciety the better becauſe certain men 
are adorned with titles, and cat more 
delicately, and dwell more ſump- 
_tuouſly, and ride more ſplendidly, 
and reclining in haughtineſs and 
lazy luxury, look down wich con- 
tempt on the virtuous and induſ- 
trious tribes, who, by their labours, 
arc realy increaf: ng the comforts of 

lice, 
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life, and diminiſhing its evi 


 Noblemen, regardleſs of themſglues 


and the public, and degenerated to 


grooms and gametters and gluttons, 
will not be for ever tolerated in 1 


country where taxes are high and the 
preſs free. Therefore, if the main 
tenance of the order is deſirable tx 
themſelves, they muſt "ſhake oft 
a moſt diſhonourable indolence, and 


become what their anceſtors were 


ſuppoſed to have been, when they 
were ſeparated by privileges from the 


(mals of CITIZENS. 


endend of all political con- 
ſiderations, and all regard to the ho- 
nour and duration of their order, 
I am ſure that as MEN they will 


feel themſelves happier, by a life 0: 


active virtue and extenſive benc- 
flcence. 
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Acence. There is every reaſon to 
urge them to labour in improving 
their minds and exalting their na- 
türe. And as the corruption of the 
et things becomes the worſt, dege- 
ncrate nobility 1s infinitely baſer than 
plebeian depravity or vulgar inſigni- 


N — 


ficance. 


Jam, & 
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IL. K T FN XII. 


MY LORD, 

oUR mention of thoſe compa. 

nions, who laugh at your regula: 
application to letters, and your ge. 
nerous aſpirations after every ccc! 
lence, leads me to conſider the im 
ence of aſſociating with mc: 
of enlightened minds and reſpectab!. 


Hara 8 
Saracters. 


A Nobleman like you, enjoy: 
the ineſtimable privilege of ſelecting 
his company from the mixed multi- 
doo an right indeed t 

let Pecs c CO mpanions; for as 
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to the ſociety of men whoſe know- 
ledge is confined to jockeylhip, 
making of bets, feaſting, playing. 
boxing, cock-fighting, cricketing, and 
other frivolous amuſements, from 
which the people at large can receive 


no advantage; which often promote 
riot and diforder ; which produce 


no good and mitigate no evil. Are 
noblemen allowed excluſive privi- 


leges, and loaded with riches and 
| honours, that they may patronize 


and countenance thoſe whom the 


middle rank, occupied in honeſt 


induſtry, conſider as little better than 


vagabonds and outcaſts of ſociety ? 


They may be pleaſant, honeſt fel- 
lows in their way, but the _ 
deſpiſes them; and they will 1 


volve thoſe of the nobility who are 


always 
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always icen with them, in that con- 
its tg . | | 

tempt into which themſelves have 
fallen, never more to riſe. 


It is ſaid that very great men often 
delight in the company of very little 
men, and that princes and nobles 
are remarkable for their attachment 
to worthleſs company. What can 
be the cauſes? Among others, this 
perhaps is one. Nobles, not fur- 
niſned with perſonal merit corre- 
ſponding with their elevation, are 
afraid of ſinking in the preſence of 
perſons who are diſtinguiſhed by 
great talents natural and 1 acquired, To. 
preſerve their rank at the convivial 
table, they think it beſt to aſſociate 
with men whoſe humble acquire- 
ments and contemptible characters 

3 do 
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do not encroach upon their ſelt. 


importance. But this is a doubt; 
nisfortune; a misfortune to them. 
- who are thus excluded fron 

ze pleaſure and advantage of con. 
pany really good; and a misfortune . 
men of merit, who are fuffered to 
live unpatronized and unnoticed b;, 
thoſe, who laviſh all their favours cn. 
WD conenpaltlile paraſites, There 
is no conduct of the nobility which 
exaſperates the honeſt and indepen- 
dent part of the people more, than 
this degrading predilection for men, 
who, however pleaſing they may be 
as buffoons, are devoid of all qualitic: 
which excite public reſpect, and Pro- 
mote public benefit. 


Such is my opinion of your good 


lenle, and of the taſte for excellence 
which 
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which you have imbibed from a vo- 
juntary peruſal of the beſt authors, 
| that 1 hope and think my admom- 
tions on this ſubject may be unneceſ- 
arr. But the example of young 


men of your own rank is ſeducing, 
and I am unwilling to omit a IV topic 


Let me then exhort you. to form 
a habit of aſſociation with men 0: 
| 8 Cl Cy with Men. cml- 
nent in the libera} profeſſions, with 
men whom the public eſteems, and 
on whoſe account the public wil! 
eſteem you, if you are Known to 
teek and to enjoy their conver- 


fation. 


c The feaſt of reaſon,” is one of 


the moit delightful pleaſures 5 allow eck 
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* 
FF. 


to man in this imperfect ſtate, 


vite gueſts who are able to brit 
their ſhare of the entertainment. 


Keep open houſe for all who com- 
recommended by indubitable merit 
But take care not to admit forward 
pretenders, who will be the firſt to 


tuſh in, to the entire excluſion of 
- modeſt unpreſuming men, who mult 


be drawn with a kind of gentle v16- 
lence from their obſcurity, 


Patronize real worth. How fcw 
among the nobility are patrons of 
illuſtrious merit? There are who 
pretend to be fo, and beſtow thei: 
fayours on doubtful claims; on men 
who are chiefly remarkable for a 
mean obſequiouſneſs, and whom the 
public ſcarcely recognize as men of 
any merit at all, There is an honeſt 

TOY . kde 
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pride in real worth which delights in 
independence, and ſcorns to ſolidit 
favours of the unworthy. I his 
pride, though really eſtimable, 
offends the little minds of nar- 
row nobility. Men of great merit 
are therefore kept at a diſtance; 
while ſycophantic pretenders, favour- 
ed by the ignorance as well as mean 

fpirit of titled perſons, (for to call 
them noble would be a miſnomer,) 
enjoy the hoſpitality, the converſa- 
tion, and the lucrative appoint- 

ments of thoſe who are raiſed to 
higher ground, that they may ſce, and 
ſceing, may reward all real virtue in 
the vale beneath them. 


As you muſt have obſerved 
how this conduct degrades, indi- 
vidual noblemen, and diſgraces the 

= order, 
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order, you will, notwithſtanding 


the force of ©+:mple, carefully 
avoid it. Mecenas, though a c 


— 


comb, had ſenſe enough tn natronize 


ſuch men as Horace; and their merit 
has enncbled with immortality of fame 
his native infienificance. 


Jam, &c. 
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L E TT ER XIII. 


MY LORD, 


I lave not forgotten that I pro- 

miſed you a letter o Philoſophy. 
Her name is abuſed in the preſent: 
age, but ſhe herſelf muſt ever be 
eſtimable. True philoſophy is true 
wifdom. 


Many men aſſume to themſelves 
the title of philoſophers, who are 
very ſuperficially furniſhed with Jearn- 
ing or ſcience ; and who rely entirely 
on the ſtrength of their own reaſon, 
and the ſhort experience of their own 
lives. As an inſtance of their ſu- 
periority, 
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periority, they controvert all the 
opinions which have been long cſta- 
bliſhed among mankind, as pREI U- 
Dicks. They may ſometimes be right 
in abſtract theory; but they would 
do well to conſider whether the re- 
moval of prejudices, which for ages 
have been jound beneficial to man- 
kind at largc, conducive to good or- 
der, exci ung merit, raiſing emula- 
tion, 2nd affording comfort and 
amuſement, is not as unworthy of 
philoſophy, as it is of benevolence. 
Auſtere in their manners, uncandid 
in their judgment, dogmatical in 
their doctrines, they are not to be 
imitated by a learned, generous, 
liberal- minded, good-natured No 
BLEMAN. Their phiioiophy is not the | 
philoſophy which i recommend to 
your lordſhip. i: is too mean for a 

mind 
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mind cultivated by elegant letters, 
poliſhed by the fine arts, and atten- 
tive to whatever embelliſhes as well 
as informs the fine faculties of the 
human intellect. It is founded on 
metaphyſical refinement, narrow cal- 
_ culation, parſimonious economy, anc: 
upon the whole, unfit for 2 crea- 
ture furniſhed with fine feelings and 
an imagination, as Well as with 
reaſon. It allows nothing to orna- 
ment, little to pleaſure, and keeps 
the eye ſteadily fixed, like the ſordid 
miſer, on mere worldly utility. It 
is inimical to the honourable dif- 
tinctions of rank. It would ftrip 
all the gold and carving from the 
roof, as an appendage which adds 
nothing to the ſolidity of the edi- 
fice. : 
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You, my Lord, will derive vout 
philoſophy from the fources of al! 
elegance, the poliſhed writers of tlie 
Y ou will nd 
a ſpirit in them which ennobles man's 
nature. Plato, Xenophon, Cicero, anc 
thoſe of the moderns who have trod 


in their footſteps, will be your maſter: 


in philoſophy ; an 


d While you catch 
their ſentiments, you will imitate 
their example. They were zelle by 
Nature's patent. They ſtanc among 
the minute philoſophers of recent 
times, like giants among pigmics. 
Their's is the ſchool for the acqui- 
ſition of dignity. Greatneſs of *1ou} 
is more neceſſary to make a great 
man, than the favour of a monarch 
and the blazonry of the herald; 


12 1 


21 BY 
and 
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and greatneſs of ſoul is to be ac- 
- quired by converſe with the berge 
of antiquity; not the hgiling heroes 
only, but the moral 1 tho 
who wrote and acted with a erace 
and ſpirit which few modern Philo 
phers of the minute ſchool, with all 
their aſſuming pretenſions, have {ully 
underſtood, or been able to emulate: 


/ 


© 


To the ancients I refer you for a 
juſt taſte of the beautiful and ſublime 
in manners and morals, as well :$ 
in compoſition. Plato, Xenophent 


Plutarch, Tully, Seneca; be 1 
your guides in philoſophy. After 
drinking at their fountains, you wit 
learn not to overvalue the allen 
ſtreams and narrow rivulets of the „i 
dliſant philoſophers of recent times. 
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You will have a touchſtone to diſcri- 
minate infallibly between gold and 
baſer metal. You will fee the eſſen- 

tial difference, however fpeciouſly 


diſguiſed, between ſopluitry and phi- 
_ 


Under philoſophy in this letter, 
your own good ſenſe will inform you, 
that I do not mean natural and exbe- 
rimental philoſophy. The moder:s 
excel the ancients in theſe particulars, 
as much as manhood uſually excc!s 

childhood, or adoleſcence. ne 


J mean the Philoſophy which Ci- 
cero calls vite dux, virtutis indoga- 
trix ; and of which he ſays, in a beau- 
.tiful apoſtrophe to her, Tu inden 
tris legum, 2 magiftra morum et diſs 


5 1 ann 
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ct piii. 2 GUEETN i!, ious a: 2 ho eie e. EX 
preceptis tiits aft FUS—=DCCCART I 17BICTIG- 
lilati antefer enduic, 


It is that philoſophy which ſepa: 
rates, by a morai chemiſtry, truth 
from falſchood, right from wrong. 
diſpelling the clouds of error, and 
afolving the enchaniments cf fancy. 


To her guidance I commend you, | 
my Lord, and doubt not but that ſhe 
will conduct you to the PULCTHAUL 
ET HONESTUM, to all thai 5255 
nobles human nature. She will lead 
vou, I hope, ultimately to what mo- 
dern philoſophy explodes, th CHR1S- 
THAN RELIGION. . 


Jam, 6c: 
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LETTER XLIII. 


MY LORD, 


Vo think I am beginning to 


2. 


* 


preach, when I mention Reli: 


RY 


gion. But why a prejudice agiiiil 
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any mode of inſtruction? - Indulge i: 
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30t; for it 15 unworthy a man of ſcnte. 
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and a philoſopher. 
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Lam indeed going to preach, if to 


} 


recommend Religion be to preach. 
You may be a good man, and 4 
happy man, without eite, without 
learning, without eloquence ; but yo. 
cannot be either without Religion. 
Without Religion there will be a roo! 
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of bitterneſs ſhooting up amidſt your 
choiceſt fruits, that will not fail to 
ſpoil their flavour. Thoſe who poſſoſs 


the largeſt ſhare of the world, and arc 
totally immerſed in its pleaſures, are 

ot fo happy upon the whole, as the | 
contented peafant wit 


a 5 : 
15 Piety. 


tor your own comfort therefore 


FV! T 
{ truſt vou will cultivate a ſpirit o 
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» are not deftitute of fenſibility, you Will 
0 cel in the courſe of a .checonered 
i | life, High as you are, you are not 
Wt of the reach of ee 
1 i hoie you love as your own ſoul may 
e before you, or be afflicted with 
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leviation. You may drink deeply 
of the bitter cup yourſelf. Years of 


pain may be your lot. Your ſenſes 


will certainly decay, if you live long. 
The world with its pomps and vani- 


ties will gradually vaniſh from you, 


like a cloud in a ſummer evening, 
tinged with gold and purple. 


- 


Is it not worth while to cultivate in 
youth a devotional taſte, which in 
health and proſperity will furniſh you 
with great pleaſure; and in diitrei., 
ſickneſs, age, and death, with folid 
comfort, when nothing elſe can give any 
delight; but when grandeur, as well as 
riches, will appear deſpicable vanity : 


And look a little beyond this 
world, (and leave it you mult, 
whether you chuſe it or not,) and 


fee what ſcenes Religion opens to 
f Q : 
the 


We 2+ - 
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the eye of faith! Hope points to 
them in the laſt agonies of expiring 
nature. Were it but a del luſion, (and 
vou Can never be ſure that it is not a 


realty, without an immediate revela- 
8 tion,) it would be worthy of cineriſnh- 


ing in this mortal ſtate: but that it is 


not a deluſion you have great roa- 


QI 
ſon- to believe, becauſe it is fup- 
ported 5 - rong argume ents bee aus 
the beſt and moit enn e men c 
all ages mk been religious, and on 


their dcath-beds, in their laſt acce nts, 


have leſt a teſtimony in its favour. 
But if you diſlike preaching, 1 
doubt not but you have a pecpliar 
objection to Jong ſermons. To con- 
clude therefore, 


am, 
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in man is a certain proof of that, dig 


nity of human nat: are, which the mo- 
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can riſe it from the ſavage 2nd bar 
barous ſtate, ought to on cheriſhed, 
The wild crab-ſtock mnt be graftec 
7ith the pippin. : 


J wiſh your Religion not to be 


political one, but the ipontancour 


growth of a good and feeling heart. 
Yet even a political reverence for tl. 


Religion of your country is fir mor. 


honourable to a Nobleman, rated 


maintained as he is in his (clevation 


for his ſuppoſed virtue, than an ope:: 


contempt of it. Depend upon :!: 
that ſome inſtances of this {or 7a "© 


L 
given diſguſt to the people. 2 FL the 


(LIT) 
"OJ 


have not been able to reſcue his name 


from infamy. And what will be thorght 
of thoſe little great men, who blaC. 


pheme in public, and avow them- 
iclves infidels, with ſcarcely any learn. 
ing 
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ing, and no peculiar ſhare of com- 
mon ſenſe? Such men are ſapping 
the foundations of nobility, on which 
it has ſtood firmly for ages. 


A Religion too evidently political 
will uſually be fruſtrated, The public, 
ever keenly penetrating into the con- 
duct of diſtinguiſhed perſonages, will 
ſee that it is merely political, and 
then what becomes of the policy of iit? 
It may do more injury than open im- 
pPiety, becauſe it renders all profeſſions 

of Religion throughout ſociety ſuſ- 

pected of policy, and cauſes Religion 
Itſelf to be conſidered as a ſtate en- 
gine. The engine will loſe its ſpring, 
and become a piece of lumber, when 
once this ſuſpicion is univerſal. 


he therefore in truth what you 

wiſh to appear. Are you exempt- 

ed from the common lot of hu- 
8 5 manity? 
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manity? Do you not want conſola- 
tion which the world often has not to 


give? None are more wretched 


than the great. A thouſand cauſes 
increaſe that portion of miſery in 
them, of which all mortals muſt par- 
take. They want the ſpur to in- 
duſtry which urges their inferiors 
to action, and conſequently makes 


them happy. Their appetites are 


palled with abundance. They are 
expoſed to a thouſand temptations, 
happily unknown to the vulgar. They. 
are often brought vp in ignorance of 


all things, but thoſe which ſolicit 


their ſenſes. And ſhall they, proud of 


a little temporary diſtinction, deſpiſe 


that which myriads of their fellow - 


creatures have found to be a light to 


lighten their paths; a medicine for ſick- 
neſs of mind, the moſt diſtreſſing of all 
> dos 
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languors; a vulnerary to heal the ſe- 
vereſt wounds of the boſon? ? 


Yau have too much ſenſe not te 
fee the va rity of all human things; 


J 1 


the brevity of life; the weakneſs of 
Dian n his belt eſtate E 3 the DOVELLY. 
if "1C : | ] Tee] . YR nf adn k BY 
of riches, and the lictlenety of gran 

deur. Seeing and feeling thete things, 


vou will aſpire at ſomsthing greater, 


8 
. 
ſomething better, ſomething 
i 


* N * Or 2 8 
iatisfactory and more durabic, than 
2 5 :=Þ ou .y 7 7 
- this facing ſcene, and this periſhable 


3 are ! 0 3 You Will 
grand eur in all its Views 3 ad” VOU 
vill wiſh to be imprefied with it, 
that your ſoul, your very eſſence may 
be refined, ſublimed, and truly enno- 
bled. Little minds, the half learned, 
the empty and the conceited, are the 
proneſt to infidelity and irreligion. 

A really 
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A really great mind, a mind adorne:. 
by the lights of learning, and a kear: 
finely ſenſible of all that in its ms 
perfect ſtate it ought to feel, will ac- 
knowledge with all humility its own 
want of {| ſupport, and aſpire with ar. 
dent hope to the favour of the Deity. 


And let me intreat Ou to keep 
in mind, that religious impreſſions 
muſt be ſtamped early be 
cauſe there is great danger thot the 
heart may become too much harde::- 
ed in the world, to admit them in ad- 
vanced age. The ſooner you 


. RAY 


pious ſentiments, the better: but be- 
cauſe the e appearances of Re- 


CE 


cloaks of DE iy, you will take 
care to avoid the oftentation of piety. 
Indeed, there is not much danger of i: 
in the preſent times: it is ſo much 

exploded 
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nes, in ſome circles in high life, 
that many a young man of TAC ty and 


faſhion would rather be ſuſpected of 


every EXLTaVagun'e an folly, than of 


ſaying his prayers, vr paying a Ancere 


reſpect either to the publio or private | 
Offices of devotion. To avoid the 


ſuſpicion of hypocrity, your piety will 


be more in your heart than on your 


tongue; and your intercourſe with 
Heaven will be carried on with little 
other privity, (except on Sundays and 
in the church, ) than that of your own 
conſcience. 


This ſubject is too extenſive and 
too important for a familiar letter; J 
can only give you hints upon it; you 


muſt improve them by reading and 


reflection Give me leave to fend 


you 
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you for inſtruction to the great maſters 
of theology in our own languaze ; 
to Barrow, whole copious clo. 
quence would adorn a jenate; tg 
Sourn, whoſe wit, and ſountd a 
ment, and energetic ſerie, Will 1m- 
prove you in froaking, white con. 
vances your reaſon, --confirins your 
faith, animatcs your zeal, and inſpires 


your hea rt with man 17 {nent ents - of 
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writers than Barrow and South arc 
not to be found in the Ene Sliih lan- 
guage. I fear, if I ſhould recommend 
dull tomes of divinity, however ound, 
I ſhould ſtand no chance of being er- 


garded. 


Eil: 
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But why ſhould you not have a 
theological library? Do you think 


divinity concerns the clergy only? 
It concerns man, as man; and he has 
POOT pretentions to the character of a 
Nobleman, voz narrow, prejudiced 
nind leads him to think, that divinity 
is intereſting to none but men who 
follow it as a lucrative profeRon. 


Hebrew I do not recommend to 
you; becauſe you cannot compre- | 
hend in yeur plan every thing that is 
deſirable. But pray furniſn yourſelf 
with a Septuagint bible, a Latin bible, 
and an Engliſh one of the beſt edition. 
Procure Wetſtein's and Bengelius's 
teſtaments. Set apart a bookcaſe in 
your library, for the beſt writings of 
celebrated laymen of our own country 
in vine ; tuch as Locke, Addiſon, 
Nelſon, 
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you for inſtruction to the great mailers 
of theology in our own languas 


to Barrow, whole copious 
querice would adorn a ſenate; tg 
Sound, whoſe wit, and ſound ar 


and encrecuc ſve; will im- 
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But why ſhould you not have a 


rheological library? Do you think. 


divinity concerns the clergy only ? 
It concerns man, as man; and he has 


poor pretenſions to the character of a 


Nobleman, whole narrow, prejudiced 
nind leads him to think, that divinity 

is intereſting to none but men who 

follow it as a lucrative profeſſion. 


Hebrew I do not recommend to 
you ; becauſe you cannot „ 
hend in your plan every thing that 1 
defirable. But pray furniſh "curl 

with a Septuagint bible, a Latin bible, 
and an Engliſh one of the beſt edition. 
Procure Wetſtein's and Bengelius's 
teſtaments. Set apart a bookcaſe in 
your library, for the beſt writings of 
celebrated laymen of our own country 
in divinity ; ; tuch as Locke, Addiſon, 
Nelſon, 
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Nelſon, Weſt, and Lyttelton : and be 


not aſhamed of admitting among 


them, the celebrated writers of ſer- 


mons, whoſe compoſitions, conſidered 
only as fine pieces of literature, de- 
ſerve a piace in every good library. 


The time may come, when you will 
find this part of your collection the 


moſt agreeable. In old age it will 
furniſh much comfort. Happy for 
you it will be, if in your youth you 
diveſt yourlelt of thoſe prejudices 


againſt Religion and religious books, 


which, unworthy as they are of 2 


truly philoſophic and noble mind, are 
cheriched as marks of ſuperiority 
over the VULGAR! You mult die like 
the vulgar; you have nerves ſuſcep- 
tible of pain and languor like the 
vulgar; you may be judged and con- 

demned 
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-jemned like the vulgar; deign there- 
fore to worſhip and obey the God of 
the vulgar. Before His eyes in what 

light do you think appear coronets, 

ribands, and ſtars? A book, of ſome 
authority with the people, though 
ſometimes neglected by the great, 
ſays, © Not many noble are called.” 
— That they are not, muſt be their 

_ own fault, for God is no reſpecter o“ 

perſons. 5 


e 


LETTERS: ro 


RTT 


MT LORD, 


= : | 

vr me leave to write you one 

— more letter on Religion, and 1 
will deſiſt, leſt I ſhouid nd you throw 


away my letters, as you fay Lord * * * 
did your Barrow's Sermons, when he 

called upon you to deſire you to take 
ten guincas worth of tickets for the 
benefit of Signior * CES, 


= 


A Nobleman has no right to retain 


his diſtinctions, when he refuſes to 


perform on his part thoſe duties in 
ſociety, which the conterring or con- 
tinuing of thoſe diſtinctions tacitly re- 


quir ED 
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quires of him. He promiſes, by re- 


taining the Wan beſtowed, to re- 


flect a luſtre back again on his coun- 
try; and to contribute what he can 
to the maintenance of its conſtitution, 


both civil and eccleſiaſtical. An open 


avowed contempt of the religious or- 
dinances of a country, where he 1s pe- 
culigrly favoured, is an inſult which 
the people feel, and when opportu— 
nity offers, will new that they can 
reſent, by degrading his orcler. 


What think you then, my Lord, of 


the faſhionable practice am Ing. No- 
bles, | of {eIeCUNT Sunday , in DIC- 
ference to all other days, for travel- 
ling? What paſſes on Sundays within 
the walls of our Patricians' manſion- 
houſes, even if it ſhould be im- 
Proper, (which is not to be uncha 
* ritab 


iy 


ts 
43 
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ritably ſurmiſed,) when it is not ſeen 
by the public, may neither do them 
harm by the example, nor degrade No 
bility in their opinion. But ſplendid 
equipages flying about the country. 
on Sundays, during divine ſervice, 
vith coronets on the coach doors and 
n the horſes capariſons, betray an 
znſelence, which the majeſty of a. 
people, not yet lowered by aTHE521, 
will one day curb, in a manner 
which may render the Lordlings 
rho /pori then, Objects of pitr. 
The honeit huſbandman ſtops his 
plough, the weaver his loom, the 
{mith quenches his fire, and the car- 
penter lays down his hammer, in 
obedience to the laws of his country, 
and for the preſervation of decorum ; 
but the great Lord in the neighbour- 
hood, an hereditary maker and guar- 
dian 


TY 
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Han of the laws, and one who expects 


great worſhip to be paid to himſelf, 


jets out on Sunday, on his journey to 
London or a place of amuſement; 


though, as he 1s totally unemployed, 


he might, with equal convenience to 
himſelf, travel on any other day. 
He takes with him five *L me- 
mal ſervants, - and ſix or ſeven 
horſes, who are driven with cruel 
hafte, as if life and death depended 


on the ſaving of an hour; when the 


whole buſineſs of the journey 1s, that 
one Lord may ſit down and eat and 
drink with another Lord, then yawn + 


on a ſopha, and finiſh the evening 
with faro. Should an ariſtocracy 


thus inſult a generous and religicus 


people, let it not imagine itſelf found- 
ed on a rock. | 
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£Ncbles arc anxious to hand down 
their honours, as they received chem, 
unſullied and unimpaired, let them 
pay 2 ſcrupulous regard to public de- 
eorum. A tree people will not for 
3 be inſulted by thoſe, whoſe uſe- 


1s ſtate, and luxurious indolence, 
5 bos by GICIT labour. Some 


Nobles may thank themſelves alone 
or that levelling [pirit, wich prevails 

in Europe, 8 without great cHorts 
of virtue among the Nobles, will 


3 


1 117115 
tin 11. 


J hope, for your own fake, vou 
will not have routs 3 card-partics 
on Sundays; but that you will ſpend 
the 3 to the laws and 
cuſtoms of your country: however, if 
you will not do fo for your own fake, 
It me prevail with you to do it for the 

lace 
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ſake of your order; and for the ſake 
of the common people, who have 
their eyes fixed on your conduct, and, 
in ſpite of all laws and all advice, 
will imitate it, though they deſpiſe 
it in you, and though it tends to ihe 
deſtruction of their kealth, their cha- 
racers, and their properties. It you 
_ wiſh yourſelf and your poſterity to 
. amend the nobility you inherit, 
ſupport it, my Lord, by behaviour 
uniformly noble, and publicly deco- 
rous, as well as Privately g good, and 
internally honeſt. Let your light ſhine 
before men, or it may be extinguitned. 


Jam, &c. 
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MY LORD, 

DR&1DEz often aflects to deſpiſe, and 

may ſometimes really deſpiſe, po- 
pularity. But it is a filly pride; for 
what 1s popularity but the favour, the 
love, and the eſteem of the people ; 
thoſe of our fellow-creatures who are 
deſtined to exiſt on this globe at the 
ſame time with ourſelves, and who 
have it greatly in their power to ren- 
der our lives comfortable or uncom- 
fortable, honourable or diſgraceful ? 
Next to the approbation of our God 
and our conſciences, is the eſteem of 
our fellow- creatures. | 


Every 
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very Nobleman ſhould endeavour 
0 be popular. If his diſpoſition lead 
kim to rural retirement, yet he ſhould 
become the favourite of his neigh- 
bourhood, beloved by the poor, and 
efteemed by all. Is this commonly 
the caſe? Go into countries where 
manſion- houſes of the nobility abound; 
aſk the neighbours their opinion of 
the lord at the great houſe. A ſhake 
of the head often ſpeaks eloquently, 
when the tongue, through fear of the 
great man's perſecution, is compelled 
to be ſilent. But, in general, the 
neighbours neither love nor fear the 
great man, and are loquacious enough 
at his expence. : * My Lord is very 
ſtrict about the game,” fays one. 
My Lord does bur little good with 
mis great fortune,” ſays another. 

8 My Lord 1s s fearcely ever here,” 
_ lays. 
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ſays a third, * but always in London, 
or at a watering-place.”—<© So much 
the better,” cry they all, © for he gives 
nothing away, and aſſociates with few 
but gamblers, who follow him into 
the country, as the crow fellows the 
carrion.“ The great man brings 
London with him to the ſweet village 
retreat, where nature and ſimplicity 
once reigned, but whence they are 
driven by falſe refinement, or groſs 
luxury. The pleaſures he enjoys there 
are all ſclfiſh, or confined to a circle 
of companions, whom the Country - 
people view with contempt or hatred. 
What becomes of his popularity ? 
He deſpiſes it—he is above it. The 
low people in his neighbourhood, 
even thoſe who are what his anceſtor 


Was, are beneath his notice. The 
contempt is reciprocal, Flis Lord- 
ſhip 
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ſhip will do them no g201, and he 
can do them no hurt; but they have 
it in their power to injure him deeply, 

by ſpeaking of him on all occaſions 
diſreſpectfully. Thus, lus character 
ſuffers ; and his ronour, one of the 
moſt valuable poſſeſſions of a Noble- 
man, is ſullied by foul aſperſion. The 
very order is held in contempt on his 
account; and, however he may de- 
ſpiſe this evil, yet let him be aſſured, 

chat it is in its conſequences of 
conſiderable magnitude. The con- 
tempt ſpreads, from a rural neighbour- 
hood, to the whole community; as 
the undulating circles, cauſed by the 
falling of a pebble into a pond, ex- 
tend themſelves gradually to its re- 
moteſt margin. 


"Fad. 
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I adyiſe you therefore, my Lord ; 
you, who are willing to retard the de- 
gradation of Nobility, to reſide at 
your provincial manſion in a ſtyle of 
magnificence adequate to your rank 
and fortune, and with an hoſpitality 
and beneficence that may compel 
ENvyY herſclf to acknowledge, that 
you are no leſs noble in your nature, 
than by the accident of primogeni 
ture in a patrician family. 3 


The Engliſh are ftill attach- 
ed to illuſtrious birth, and if it is 
accompanied with any virtue, pay it 
great reſpect. How unfortunate, that 
| ſome nobles do all they can to eradi- 
cate the prejudices, which the people 
retain for them, by ſhewing that they 
have no pretenſions to diſtinction or 
ſuperiority, but the wretched ones of 

3 an 
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an hereditary fortune, which they 
diſſipate in miſchief, and an here- 
aitary title, t to which they are a diſ- 
grace! 


A Noble man in the country ſhould 
be looked up to by the vulgar with 
admiration, by the gentlemen and 
_ clergy with eſteem and affection, and 
conſidered by all, as the UNIVERSAL 
FMIEND; and this, not for the. 
paltry purpoſes of a county or bo- 
rough election, but for the fake 
of ſupporting the dignity which 
the laws of his country have con- 
ſented that he ſhall inherit or poſ- 
ſeſs, certainly not for his own good 
only, but for the good of the ſociety. 
Why ſhould I agree, ſays a tree citi- 
zen, to exalt my fellow- creature 


above me, unleſs I am to enjoy the 
E Hs benefit 


k 
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A 


mern: 


benefit of his protection, his bounty, 
or his good example? 


Largeſſes beſtowed for the ſake of 
influencing votes, or condeſcenſion 
ſhewn at the approach, or at the 
time of an election, gain no per- 
manent popularity: they are ſeen 
through, and known to proceed from 
ſelfiſhneſs, meanneis, and a contemp- - 
tuous opinion of the very perſons to 


whom they are offered. They are a 


cheap and diſhonourable wey of pur- 
chafing favours that cannot be bought 
and fold without betraying the coun- 


try. Your kindneſs will proceed from 


true generoſity ; noble in your ſenti- 
ments, noble in your actions, noble 
in your family, you will ſhew your 


compeers what it is to be right he 
nouratie, The people, inſtead of 
diveſting 
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diveſting you, will wiſh to bind 
your brows with a brighter diadem 
than the coronet. I truſt to your na- 
tural diſpoſition, and to your educa- 
tion, that even if Nobility is to be 
aboliſhed, the hiſtorian, who records 
the event, will expreſs regrer that 
you could not be exempted from 
the degradation. Indeed, you can- 
not be ane Your title may 
be v. thdrawn, your armorial enſigus 
effaced, but ſuch nobility as Yours 
will emblazon icſclf. It will, if any 
thing can, receem the whole order. 
Sack; I know, is oy ambition. In- 
dulge it; and thus emulate, equal, 


and ſurpaſs, tlic 3 who founded 
your houſe. 


| I am, &c. 
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MV LORD, 


Never ſaid that ariſtocracy or no- 


bility was neceſſary or uleful in 
a ſtate. It is a queſtion which I mean 


not to diſcuſs. All I contend for is. 


that it cannot ſubſiſt long in any free 


country like our own, (eſpecially ſince 


de example of France,) when unſup- 


norted by perſonal merit; a merit as 
dliſtinguiſhed as the rank, and titles, 


and privileges, with which it 1s 
honoured. Do you think, in this age, 
that a peerage given to a man be- 
-cauſe he is enormoufly rich, and has 


employed his riches in corrupting bo- 


= 


rough 
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roughs for a number , years to ſerve 
2 miniſter, confers ſuch honours as 
the people venerate ? Such peerages 
are objects of deriſion among all but 
ſervile dependents, or mean and weak 
admirers of falſe grandeur. It they 
were unfortunately to multiply too 
faſt, there is no doubt but they 
would accelerate a total abolition of 
ſuch d liſtinctions, like that which has 
happened, contrary to the expecta- 
tions of mot men, in A COUntry 
which once idolized Nobility. 


Riches and honours, united to per- 
tonal merit, will always command 
unlimited reſpect, The riches ac- 
quire double value, the honours 


double luſtre, when accompanied with _ 


Weight and brilliancy of character. On 
ne other hand, it muſt be owned, 
U that 
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rit is magnified to a very extraor. 
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that perſonal merit appears to ver; 
great advantage, when the ſplendor 
of thoſe ſhowy externals throws a Kind 


of ſunſhine upon it. A very little n me- 


nary ſiz ze, WW) hen united with birth anc! 
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fortune; and re at merit is then fur 
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Perſona! merit, my Lord, 1s of a 
very extenſive nature. A lord, we 


all know, may be, as well as a ple- 
beian, a dunce; but he may ſtill have a 
great deal of ſuch merit as will vin 


dicate himſelf and his order from 
contempt. He may do good in every 
u way, though he has not abilities 
to ſtrike out new modes of doing it. 


eAcient, he 


a e 
may {till rely for het with full e 


curity, on the virtues. To do good 
by Eis Property, by his influence, 
and by his example, requires not the 


+ 


abilities of an orator, or a great ſtateſ- 


man. Let him mean — in all his 
conduct, and the world will make 
every due allowance for the delccts 


of natur 


Bult 
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But if, in deſpair of ſhining in his 
proper ſphere, he deſcends to the 
low company and amuſements of p 
gilifts ; appears in public with ſharp- 
ers, buffoons, grooms, horſe-dealers, 
and jockies; avoids men of ſenſe ; 
gives no Encouragement to uſeful or 


polite arts; and degrades himſelf by 


coarſe mirth, childiſh pranks, by ex- 


ceſs of drinking, or any other vice: 


then his nobility only ſerves as 


7 


torch to ſhew in a more glaring lig: 


his foul depravity. 


The public, confideriag how fra. 


and imperfect human nature ever has 
been, will candidly pardon, in 


peerage, a few inſtances of ſuch de- 


generacy. They will not expect ſu- 


perior wiſdom from men who are 


known to be naturally below the 
rank 
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rank of common men in ability, 


though accidentally raiſed above it 


in ſtation. The peerage will not be 
aboliſhed on their account, if the 


men of parts, like your Lordſhip, 
exert themſelves to render it, upon 


the whole, uſeful and honourable in 


the eyes of their countrymen. 


But let thoſe who cannot ſhine, 


endeavour to be uſeful. BEN EIA 
CENCE, in a Nobleman of dull in- 
tellect, or poor attainments, if ex- 


erted without election views, will 
cauſe him to be loved and honoured 


in his generation. Let thoſe who 


cannot ſay good things, do them; and 
the applauſe, though not ſo obſtre- 
perous, will be more laſting and ge- 


neral. 
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The public, my Lord, requir, 
They will 
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J AM well aware that a Nobleman 


1 is but 2 man, and that a patent of 


Deerage is not an APOTHEOSIS. Per- 
tection is not to be required. 1 never 


aimed at an Utopian Nobility. A: 
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degree of perional merit, tar belo 
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more 


the complexion of the N is ſuch, 
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that PERSONAL MERIT was never 

more neceſſary to ſecure the perma- 
nency of the peerage, and to obviate 
the objections of ſhrewd and ſucceſi- 
ful innovators. You agree with me 
in this opimon. The occurrences of 
the preſent moment prove it to be 


founded. Then go on in your vir- 


tuous progreſs, unretarded by thoſe 
who fay that our fears are ground- 
tefs, or by thoſe who laugh at your 
virtuous ſolicitude. 


Let us proceed on the ſubject o- 
your ſtudies. You tell me, you have 
begun reading Taylor's Elements of 
Civil Law, which I recommended to 
you when I laſt faw you. It is indeed 
a book admirably well adapted to the 
purpoles of a noble ſtudent like you, 
whoſe object is to be an efficient le- 

giſlator, 
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giſlator, an enlightened ſtateſman, a 
patriot unbiaſſed by party. To ſo 
good a claſſic as your Lordſhip, it 
muſt afford a rich entertainment, in 
the fine and numerous quotations . 
from thoſe patterns cf elegance, the 
ancient Greeks and Romans. It is 
not prejudice or pedantry which ex- 
tolls them. They are as ſuperior i 
Flle to moſt of the modern philoſo— 
phers, politicians, poets, orators, and 
hiſtorians, as gold is to filver. Their 

language gave them that advantage, 
and the pains they took in compoſi- 
tion, produced a ſolidity of thought, 
as well as a highly finiſned expreſſion. 


Pray turn frequently to the au- 
thors referred to in the margin of 
Dr. Taylor's learned treatiſe. Pro- 
cure a volume interleaved, and write 

„ pour 
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philoſophers. Lor CHATHAM ſaid 
in the Houſe of Commons, chat the 
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Dwell with the ſages cf antiquity, 
You will become one of them; and 
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and high-bred Engliſhman, you will! 


be one of the pillars of your country, 
and ornaments of the human race. 
May I live to ſee it; and have the 
ſatisfaction of thinking that my coun- 
ſel contributed in ſome degree to 
finiſh the gorgeous column ! 


Fam, Sc. 
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LETTER XEIX. 


MV LORD, 
1 Met with the following paſſage in 
Lord Bolingbroke's “ Idea of 4 
Pairict Ning, on the behaviour of 


Princes; and as it is equally appli- 


cable to N257es, I ſhall tranſcribe it 
for your conſideration. _ 


Let not Princes flatter them- 
ſelves. They will be examined cloſely 
in private as well as in public life; and 
thoſe who cannot pierce further, will 


judge of them by the appearances they 


give in both. To obtain true populari- 
ty, that which is founded in eſteem and 


Affection, 
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affection, they muſt therefore main. 
tain their characters in Goth, and to 
that end neglect appearances in nci- 

ther; but obſerve the decorum necel- 
ſary to preſerve the efteem, whilil 
they win the affections of mankind. 
Kings, they muſt never forget that they 
are Men; Men, they mult never f or get 


that they are Kings. The 
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reflection ſuggeſts, will be at + cry 
compatible with the former; and 
they mult never forget that they ar 
Kings, tho ugh tney do not always 
carry tne crown. on their heads, 
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the bane of it, licentiouſneſs of be- 
haviour. Ceremony 1s the barrier 
againſt this abuſe of liberty in public, 
politeneſs and decency are ſo in pri- 
vate; and the PRINCE, 0/0 practiſes 


aud exaits them, will amuſe himſelf 


much better, and oviige theſe who hau 


the honour to be in his intimacy, 
and to ſhare his pleaſures with him, 
much more than he could pofibly do by 


the moſt abſcl:tte and unguarded fom:- 


8 . y3 
liarity. 


1 
* 


The ſentiments of the abox Te pa 


ſage I choie rather to exprets in the 
words of a celebrated Nobleman than | 
in my own, that they might have the 


greater authority. 


But let me appeal to your own re 
flection, Do you not think that great 
men, by breaking down the orks 


of 
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of their grandeur, have endangered 
the citadel? Do you not think, 
that if an audience is permitted to go 


behind the curtain and the ſcenc, 
much of the age efeft will be loſt? 


And have you not obſerved, that 
many perſons in very high { 


kave ſtript off all their externa! ſtate, 


EF» 


dreſſed in a ſtyle of vuigarity, aſſoci- 


ated with perſons of no reſpectable 
character, played i public at low, 
degrading games, and purſued vuloar 


and barbarous diverſions? They muſt 
have a very great fund of per/onal ſii- 


periority to maintain, under all this 


voluntary abaſement, the ſuperiority 


which their titles arrogate, and their 


country allows. But unfortunately, 
ſuch humiliation, ſuch company, ſuch 
amuſements, have a tendency todeſtroy 


whatever perſonal merit, education, or 
X early 
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vice to ſocicty. It railes a virtuous 
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X 2. emulation. 
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emulation. It appears with a grave 


and venerable air, which places the 
human ſpecies in a moſt favourable 2 
light; and by exhibiting appearances 
of perfection, facilitates the approach 
to it. Men will always 1mitate what 
they fincercly admire. But aſſes in lions 
ſkins invite the contumelious kick of 
every mean quadruped. I am happy 
that you have already taken care that 
no one can juſtly fay that you have 
diſgraced your anceſtors by voluntary 
degradation. 3 
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E ET TE Li 


My LoR b, 


Ser the firſt :nſtivr ution of Nobi- 
— lity, a new race of Nobles (par- 
don my calling them fo) has ariſen 
among us, unknown. and unforeſeen 
by our cariy progenitors. Com- 
merce, manufactures, and our Eaſt 
India connections, have raiſed creat 
numbers to ęprincely opulence, and 
princely ſtate, whom the ancient No- 
bility wou uld have retained in the 
humbleſ obſcurity as vaſſals; whom 
too many among the modern Nobility 
would, if poſſible, keep down by 
contempt and n neglect. I fay, it pol- 
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cliſſemination of knowledge. 


lower orders have frequently the act- 


vantage of patricians in education. 
They are compelled to ſubmit to a 
diſcipline in their youth, to Which 


176 25 
5 * 
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AS 


the rich and great cannot, or rat 


will no: conform. With conſcious 
knowledge uſually ariſes a certain de- 


p 3 . „ 
gree of ſpirit, or, if you pleaſe, pride, 
This ſpirit, or pride, ſcems to yield 


without reluctance to claims of tu- 
periority founded only on Hereditany 


titles, and anacquired property. It 


feels peculiar indignation when treat- 


cd with contempt by thoſe who have 


no natural claims to honour. It 


muſt, tacitly at leaſt, wiſh to depreſs 
an artificial grandeur, which ſeems 
to operate, like overgrown weeds 0: 
ſalubrious plants, in keeping down 
the growth of real virtue, 

to 
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To prevent the enmity of the 


powerful and very numerous men 0. 
property and perſonal merit in the 
middle ranks, I recommend to ur c 
Lordſhip great affability to them. il 
Viſit them, ſhew pecubar favour to 
the moſt eſteemed among them, 
and take care, by the improvements 
of your mind, and the generoſity of 
your heart, to convince them that 
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on your anceſtor's merit, but on youlrt 
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LETTER Ik. 


MY LORD, 
Normxo has of late militated 
more powerfully againſt Nobi- 
Jity than the publication of Lord 
Cheſterfcki's Letters. They opened 


the eyes of the people, and taught 


them to look e and with a 
naked eye, at that ſplendor, which 
formerly es hke the ſun. They 
led men to believe, that this faſcinating 
Iuperiority, which at a diſtance ap- 
bea red fo glorious, was but an impo- 
fition on mankind, like the mimic 
uns and moons, thunder and light- 
ning, in the theatre, The man who 


18 
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is admitted behind the ſcenes, and 


ſees of what theſe are compoſed, 
laughs at the admiring audience. 


Lord Cheſterfieid has let us all be- 
bind the ſcenes: he invites us to fee. 
the peer dreſs for public exhibition. 
There is copper inſtead of gold leaf 
ſtamped on the leathern robe; glaſs 
inſtead of diamonds on the crown; 
paint inſtead of health's fine tints, on 


the meagre cheek; and a variety of 
maſks and diigwies at hand, for all 


the purpoſes of ſelfiſh and knaviſh 
deceit. The plain honeſt Engliſhman 


learns to conſider them who claim to 


1 


ßounding their ſuperiority in little elſe 
than tne meaneſt and moſt contempt- 
ible cunning. Is this the wiſdom of 
Nobility ? ſuperficial attainments, a 
- contempt 


he his ſuperiors by birth and title, as 
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what they have ulually admired, as 
ell-accompliſiied, has been mere var— 
iſh, ſpread on à rotten or worthlefs 
ſubſtance. It woulkl have been policy, 
in thoſe who have nothing but the 
externals of Nobility, to have ſup- 
pre ſicd, if pofſible, the letters of this 
graceful Nobleman, wlioſe principle, 
have given weight to Pope's aſſertion, 


An Honeſt man's the 50495 5 work of God. 


A Nobleman ſhouid from his heart 
abhor all ſimulation and diffimula- 


? 


tion, as the poor ſhifts of neue 
meanneL and cowardice. Should we _ 


vencrate the lion, if he had the craft 


of the fox? The old Romans were 


true noblemen; bold, open, gene- 


] 


rous, manly ; daring any thing but 


deceit and knavery: how would 2, 
Scipio fink in QUT eſteem, if we ſaw 


him 


e 


S 
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him deſcending to the arts, artifices, 
and tricks of a Cheſterfield, all for 


his 002 intereſt, regardleſs of men in 


general, and of his own particular ſo- 


ciety! The very dregs of the people 
of Rome thought and poke nebly 


Then, my Lord, be not a Cheſ- 


terfieldian. Be aſſured that an opener 


and manher character is more pleaſ- 


Ing to the people of England. Even 


ſuppoſing you to ſtudy nothing but 


the art o& pleaſing, it is the beſt 


mode to adopt fuch a. character. 


Something of foroic wirtue is expect- 


ed in a Nobleman. Honour without 
PLD eſty, (and how can there be ho- 


neſt ty in ſimulation and diſſñmulation ') 


is a contradiction. Such honour, like 
a counterfeit guinca, will not bear the 
touchſtone. 


V 
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L. ET T 1 


MY LORD, 
J Muſt reſpect the ſentiments of 

whole nations ; and when I ſee a 
great and mighty people, enlighten- 4 
ed by ſcience and poliſhed by arts, 2? 
maintaining the equality of mankind, I 
pauſe in anxious ſuſpenſe for the event 
of ſuch an opinion. In the mean 
time, I muſt avow my prepoſſeſſion, + 
that the happineſs of ſociety depends 1 
on à regular ſubordination. The 
golden ſceptre of lawful authority is 
often exchanged for a rod of iron in 
tlie hand of upſtart power. 
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Ot this I am ſure; the diſturbance 
of ſubordination in our own country 


vill be attended with miſery unutter- 


able to the preſent race. And are 
we, who have but a ſhort time to 
live, to loſe all the enjoyment of life, 
by loſing peace and tranguillity, in or- 


der to procure an equivocal good to 


our poſterity ? 


Y. at- 
/ 


Dreadful are the eyiis nat urall 


tendant on our ſhort tate of exiſt- 


ence. Shall we multiply them by 


anarchy, conunon, and civil war?. 


If.referms are neceſiary, (and who 
ſhall ſay they. arc 10t defirable ) let 


| them be gr. alt, and the reſuit of 


x 


cool, clita nate debate, and 10 (21 
violence. What real benefit mall we 
who now live, derive from any po- 


litical reform produced by the rude 
6 hand 
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hand of civil war, to compenſate the 


loſs of peace, property, and blood? 
Let us not be carried away by politi- 
cal enthuſiaſm, which, like the ſana- 


tical fever of Religion, ſpreads ruin 


round tte land which it undertakes 


to deliver. Let us purſue our pur- 


poles of reformation with Ready vi- 
cour, with the wiſdom of cool expe- 
rience ; bur ncver call the multitude 
to tcar down by force, that which in 


1 


duc time wil ſurrender at the fm 


the = ical as well as natural body 
cannot ia bah be prod ccd but in 4 


power of men exalted like yourſelf to 
civil honour, and Proving your right 
to the exaltation by perional merit, 
1 | te 


realen. Great changes i n 
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Teal patriot; --a real Philant aropiſt, 
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and not a mere courtier, by y. relin- 


eration, and 


arty Conte. 
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Or Kats the patron of human na- 
ture. You 1 remember Virgil's fine 


3 of the 2 Whit! one 
NW Of PERSON 


O 


7 


TAL GUIDE Iy exerciſes 


over © multitude. 


The wi ickedn: 


man are ſtroneh 


leffneis, and th 


eſs and the miſery of 
5 evinced by his reſt- 
: e alacrity with which 


he takes up the ſword, in civil tu- 
mults. Is not the w orld wide engug! 


1 lor 


1 ²˙¹¹A 
— ̃ͤ —— — _ 
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for us all to live happy in it, without 


thedding each other's blood? In the 
name of Heaven, let the ſword at laſt 
be ſheathed ; let all riglics compatible 
with law and order be amicably re- 


| Rored to the people ; and let not the | 


pre ſe nt generation ſacrifice its hap ND! 


DPD 
4 


ne ſs to the {uture, by ferocious cont ci 


Violence, on the part of govern- 
ment, will effect nothing durable. 


The ſpirit of the times requires great 
witdom and great moderation in the 
rulers. Public virtue is called for by : 
the exigencies of the ſtate. Greaz 


zen mult ſtand forth, and ſubdue the 


multitude, not by the ſword, but by 


PERSUASION. AN OPINION of their 


virtues and unfeigned patriotiſm mutt 


ſecure the confidence of the peopie. 


Perſonal authority, founued on an opi- 


nion 


YOUNG NOULEMAN 327 


nion of ſuperior virtue and ability; 
will effect wonders. 1 


Here then vou will have an op- 
portunity of diſplaying the effects of 
your education, the noble ſpirit which 
you have derived from the ſtudy of 
the ancients, and tne ability you have 
acquired by a moi diligent cultiva- 
tion of your underſtanding. ere is 
a fine field for oY talents. May 
they be exerciſed for your own glory 
and the 3 of your country. 


- PEACE; G00D Onbrk, and LI- 
BERT, unſpoiled by licentiouſneſs! — 
let the promotion and eſtabliſhment 
of theſe be the ſcope of your honour- 
able life. AG NOSCO PROCEREM. 


” am, &e. 


en — — —e— 


= ASLE 


822 
s 
B 
PS. - * A IA — 
2 * — 5. I Rn _ — 
8 2 3 * 1 min — — 


— ” 
= os 


e * _ 
9 — W 


—_ „ 


Dee r — 


5 


. 


—— n —U—„l 44444 1„to0m 
= A 


3 — — ——— 
* 
'» 


— ————_ 
1 — — —— — en + — 


— 


* 


by 
Fr 
70 


1 E T LIE, 


MY--LORD, 


NOLAN D was called PoLYOLB1ON; 
the ſeat of political ha] - 


dead Compbeil's Politic 3 and 


2 Wii de led 0 . te the 


17 1 b EE: IF . 3 you Will ice 


„ a8 S 


it at this time abounding in bleſſings 


above every nation on the globe. 
Illuminated with ſcience, poliſhed 
with arts, enriched with commerce 

agriculture, manufactures, and belt. 
ed with liberty, it is a country, in 
which to have been born may be 
| dec med 
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deemed a fir: of Providence. 
Happily for us, who now in our 


- 
+ 


turn exiſt on this for tunatc land; it 
is at this time in the zenith of its 


glory. 


hall then, my Lord, tumult and 
civ 11 war Geprive us, Who now live, 
of the feaſt which Heaven has placed 
before us? Let us have greater re- 
gard for ourſelves, than to ſuſſer the 
enjoyment of our national happineſs 
to be deſtroyed or diminiſhed by a 
reſtleſs defire of change, to be ac- 
compliſned by violence, and with a 
haſte incompatible with wWiſdom. 


J mean not, in a declamatory pa- 
negyric, to aſſert that there is no 
room for reform. All independent 


men are agreed on that point, There 
is 
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is great room for reform. But a 


ſtrong and venerable building may be 
repaired and altered, without taking 
it down and rebuilding it from the 
foundation. I would employ the beſt. 
ſurveyors, the beſt workmen, and the 


beſt materials; but I ſhould be upon 
my guard againſt thoſe eager under- 
takers who would level all, leſt when 
they come to rebuild, they ſhould 
leave an edifice of brick or of wood, 
vhere they found one of ſtone. 


The good ſenſe of this nation will 
in time correct whatever is wrong in 


the conſtitution. None will ſuffer 
when wiſdom and moderation guide 
and controul the zeal of the political 


reſormer: but who can foretell the 
conſequences of ſudden convulſion? 


Alteratives will reſtore health in time, 
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without the pain of amputation, or the 
loathſomeneſs of nauſeous medicine. 


_ Uſe your influence then, my Lord, 


_ exert your eloquence, in recommend- 
ing moderation. Do not think to re- 


preſs by overbearing N the 
ſpirit of improvement which pervades 


and does honour to the times. It 1 is 
too ſtrong to be kept under, too 


warm to be ſtifled, too enlightened 
to be deceived. It will prevail. Only, 


let it not diſturb the hcppine/s of the 


preſent generation, Let no families be 


ruined, no innocent blood be ſhed, 


no public or private diſtreſs detract 


from the glories, and embitter the 
happineſs, of the intended re formation. 


May your improvements and per- 


fonal merit ve ſo great, and ſo well 


imitated 


9 —— 3 5 
r hb; refine 
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imitated by your compeers, that the 
hand of reform, when it comes to the 
Peerage, may ſtop the uphited axe, and 
ſpare to cut down a branch which it 
finds not only ornamental, but bene- 


icial to the land by its fruits and its 


made 


* Omnes boni ſemper nobilitati favemus, 


& quia reipublicæ utile eſt nobiles eſſe homines 


difnos majoribus ſuis, et quia valere debet 
ud nos ſenes, clarorum hominum de repub- 
224 meritorum mcmoria, etiam mortuorum. 


:C1c. pro Seſtio. 
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MY LORD, 
1 


. * 2 
. 1 14 — ; YO? 1 © 
14 y 


face of thts little globe may be 
effected by the wonderful Gitgenta- 
tions of Providence, Ty Vo 25 never 
repent that you he jevoted your 


youth to the improvement of vour 
mind, and the formation of 2 character 


* 


that will appear great, itxe the c- 


lumns of ſome ancient city in ruins, 
amid the wreck of empire. 


Britiſh conſtitution at preient ſcands 


firm on the hearts of the peopie; but 


even if it ſhould unfortunately be 
ſhaken, perſonal merit cannot loſe its 


honburs, 
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honours, and muſt be called forth by 


the exigencies of the times to honour- 
able action and diſtinction. T 


But even in the ſhade of retire- 


ment, it adverſity ſhould drive you 


to its ſhelter, the knowledge you will 


? 


have zccumulated, and the dignity of | 


mind you will have acquired, mult 


render your retreat illuſtrious. Theſe 
will furniſn you with a pleaſure, of 
which no political revolution can de- 
prive you, in ſolitude and in old age. 


Short 15 the time allotted us in this 


life; ſhorter ſtill the period of our 
activity. May we be wiſer than to 


add miſery to the ſhort duration of 


our exiſtence, by cruel tumults, by diſ. 
cord, by hatred, and by ſhedding the 
blood of our poor fellow-creatures, for 


RIGHTS, 


N 


* 
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RIGHTS, ſome of which are imaginary 1 
but which, if real and poſſeſſed, would 
add but little to the ſolid comforts 


of each individual! Join with me in 
the wiſh, my Lord, that we may duly 
preterve the national happineſs we 
enjoy; that our reforms may be tem- 
perate, the pas... matureſt de- 
liberation; and that the pen and the 


tongue may 1 the neccflity of 


the ſword among creatures pretend- 
ing to reafon, Peace be Within Cur, 


77 7 „ CO or ME” 
welts, and Pplenteo refs J within cur pa- 


laces, and our corraces alſo. May 
ſcience, arts, agriculture, manufac-. 


tures, commerce, and religion, em- 
ploy our minds during our ſhort pil- 


grimage, and preferve us from at- 
tempts at rmecefſary changes, which, 


whatever influence they may have on 


. are ſuxe to deſtroy the 
peace 
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peace and comfort of the preſent ge- 
neration! May the great never op- 
preſs the middle and loweſt ranks, 
and may the middle and loweſt ranks 
never oppoſe the great through EN vx 


I adjure you, my Lord, by the ho- 
nour of your anceſtry, and your ovn, 
to ſtand forth yourſelf, with your 
Compeers by your ſide, in defence of 
the conſtitution. But think not that 
to retain all its abuſes and Ccorrup- 
lions, is TO DEFEND IT. Recal it to 
Its firſt principles; and where it has 
grown lickly or infirm by age, let it 
he reſtored to rejuveneſcence. Let it 
be put into Medea's caldron but de- 
ſtroy it not; becauſe the teſtimony of 
time and experience has pronounced 
that it is favourable to the happineſs 
and improvement of human nature. 
+ Science, 


1 
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Science, arts, commerce, liberty, have 
Nouriſhed under it in a degree envied 
by all Europe. Why may they not 
continue to flouriſh unhurt ; eſpe- 
cially when new health and vigour 


ſhall be infuſed into it by the politi- 


cal phyſicians in conſultation? The 


| horrid barbariſm of civil war Muſt 
baniſh every thing grateful and plea- 


fant from the land. Rational crea- 
tures muſt improve fociety by rea- 


ſon. A ſword is a diſgrace to human 
nature. If we muſt decide our con- 
teſts by brute-force, let us puil down 


our houſes, difperſe our cities, take 


up our abode in the woods, and feed 


upon acorns. In countries pretend- 
ing to civilization there ſhould be no 
war, much leſs inteſtine war, which 
may be juſtly called political ſaicide. 


„ They 
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They are Goths and Vandals is 
mind, however ſplendid their appear- 
ance, who delight in war. You, my 


Lord, have ſoftened your diſpoſition 
by the ſtudy of the fine arts, and 


muſt view with diſapprobation, as 


well as pity, thouſands and tens of 
thouſands of poor ſhort-lived mortals 
drawn up on a plain, ready ro cut 
each other's throats for hire, at the 
command of a mortal as wretched as 

themſelves, but clothed in a little 
brief authority. Plough-ſhares and 
pruning-hooks, axes and hammers— 


theſe are the arms of a happy, enlight- 


ened, and Chriſtian people. Uſe the 
influence which your birth and rank 
give you; exert the abilities with 


which God and your education have 


furniſhed you, in deriving on vour- 


ſelf the bleſſing pronounced on the 


TI am, &c. 
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MV LORD, | 
1 Have ſaid nothing of your profi- 

ciency in the modern languages. 
It appeared to me unneceſſary, be- 
cauſe modern education dwells ſuffi- 


ciently on modern languages; and I 


know you were initiated in French 
and Italian at an carly period of your 
life; and that they had almoſt en- 
4e your attention. 


7 willed. to impreſs the necellity 
of an acquaintance with the ancient 
languages and ancient authors. This 
was one main ſcope of my advice. 1 
. am 
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am confident that a real dignity of 
character, and the moſt commanding 
eloquence, are to be derived from the 
ſtudy and imitation of the ancients. 


Lord Chatham formed himſelf on 
the ancients; and has the Houſe of 
Peers, in modern times, exhibited 
one character fo truly great as Lord 
Chatham ? He ſtood there a coloſſal 
figure. Men of great natural ſenſe, of 
creat and acquired accompliſhments, 
and of wonderful habits of buſinets, 
looked up to him in filent reverence, 
as they would ſurvey a meteor. The 
truth is, he lived in his youth among 
the ancient Greeks and Romans. He 
caught their ſpirit, adopted their 
manners, and modernized their elo- 
quence. An old Roman grafted on 
a modern Engliſhman, produced the 


golden 
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golden fruit of true ratriorlin; real, 
perſonal greatneſs, and nobility unin- 
debted to a genealogical table. 


On theſe ancients I with you, my 
Lord, to form yourſelf as on a mo- 
del. Let no one perſuade you that 
the change of times and manners will 
not allow ſuch characters. What was 


once truly great and beautiful, will 


always continue ſo, becauſe truth is 
immutable. The very rarity of ſuch 


characters in modern times will add 


weight to their value, and brilliancy 
to their luſtre. 


The ſpirit of ridicule which has re- 
markably prevailed in latter ages, 
has indeed impeded the growth of 
truly great political characters; but 
againſt its baneful effects J have al- 


" is ready 


| 
| 
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ready given you a caution. You 
need not profeſs before the wag, Lord 
** * *, that you are imitating an old 
Roman; you may keep the ſecret in 
your own boſom inviolate ; but at the 
ſame time continue the imitation. In 
life, and in the arts, there | 15 no method 
of ſtudy more ſucceſoful than that of 
working after a model; and as the 
ſtatuary copies the ancient model, to | 
let the ſtateſman and the orator. 


Aſt: yourſelf e ſuch a ſenti- 
ment, or ſpeech, or action, would 
have become ſome of the patriot and 
keroic characters delin eated in the 
pages of a Livy, If it would be too 
mean for a Scipio, diſcard it at once 
as unfit for a Britiſh Nobleman. The 
dignity and [py irit which ſuch an emu- 
lation will infpire, will render you ſu- 
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perior, as a Man, (THE NOBLEST 
DISTINCTION, ) not only to thoſe over 
whom you are elevated by inherit- 
ance, but to thoſe of your compeers 
who are unacquainted with all models 
of the human character but ſuch as 
are exhibited in modern hiſtory, in 
the three or four laſt centuries, when 
both war and civil government have 
been conducted by /:#t/e arts, more 
congenial to /ittle minds than the ge- 
nerous ſpirit of ancient republican- 
iſm. | 


am 


1 
+> 
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LETTER LVI. 


MY LORD, 


HERE is a ſyren, whoſe enchant- 


ing voice may render all that I 
have ſaid of no avail. SLoTH is her 


name. Shut your ears againſt her 


ſong, and fly from her as from a peſ- 


tilence. It is the great misfortune 
of rank and abundance, that it wants 
ſpurs to activity. It knows not thoſe 


| powerful incentives to exertion which 


ariſe from neceſſity ſtruggling for. 


abundance, or from obſcurity emerg- 
ing into light. 


Pains muſt be taken to create in- 
centives. The deſire of honour, 


fame, 
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fame, popularity, naturally ſtimulates 
the heart to laudable and uſeful ef- 
forts, and rouſes thoſe who elſe would 
wallow in the ſtye of Epicurus. 


Therefore acquieſce not in the Ho- 
nour which your forefathers earned. 
To you it may be but a ſplendid 
diſgrace. Therefore aſpire at a well- 
earned fame, which may render you 
reſpected throughout life, and fur- 
vive to diſtant ages. Therefore de- 
ſpiſe not the people, to promote whoſe 
happineſs is the duty of every one 
who ſhares in government or legiſla- 
tion; deſpiſe not their plaudits, for 
they are honeſt rewards beſtowed on 
merit, by hands which move in uni- 
ſon with hearts attached by nature, 
though ſometimes miſled by paſſion, 
to every thing UPRIGHT AND FAIR. 


Let 


346 LET T ERS TO & 


Let the attainment of theſe diſtinc- 
tions call you from the ſlumbers of 


indolence on the roſc-beds of the Sy- 
barites. Motives like theſe are in- 


deed ſubordinate to the ſublime ones 
of virtue and diſintereſted genero- 


ſity. But in the preſent infirm ſtate 
of human nature, they are found uſe- 
ful, becauſe they operate when better 
ones are ineffectual, Nay, they often 
lead to true virtue of the pureſt kind. 
He who has once been rouſed to 


virtuous action, and taſted the iweets, 
not only of its conſciouſneſs, but of 


fame and applauſe, will go on in the 


gloricus career, and finiſh as he be- 


gan and proceeded, an honour to his 
ountry and to human nature. 


. a little virtuous enthuſiaſm 
into your temner. Cold diſcretion, 
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ſubtle policy, mean diſtruſt, craft an 
caution, may indeed guard againſt 
danger; but they lead- not, unleſs 
mixed with a little virtuous enthu- 


ſiaſm, to thoſe heights of excellence, 


which have ſaved a country, by with- 
ſtanding powerfully the encroachment 
of tyrants, and the madneſs of the 


people. Theſe qualities are all con- 
ſiſtent with ſelfiſhneſs. They want, 
and therefore cannot confer, dignity. 


Jam combating indolence. I car: 


call forth no auxiliary ſo potent as 


virtuous enthuſiaſm. Catch the pure 
flame, my Lord, and let it fire all 


the latent ſparks of virtue in your 
breaft, thoſe ſparks which become 
extinct in thouſands and tens ol thou- 
ſands, through the want of it. May 
it burn with ſteady heat, and after 
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warming and enlightening all around 
you in life, burſt from your urn, and 
while it points to heaven, diffuſe a a 
glory round your tomb, not to be 
rivalled by the blazonry of the herald 
painter! What can the chiſel of the 
ſculptor do, compared to the image 
engraven on the hearts of a ſal 
people? I admire the fine figures of 
Lord Chatham in Weſtminſter Abbey 
and Guildhall; but I admire; them 
for the ſculptor's ſkill; I look not 
there for an idea of the Man. All 
the civilized world have erected mo- 
numents to him in their hearts and 
imaginations. 


. Te is certain, after all, that many 
caſual circumſtances muſt concur to 
call forth extracrainary exertions, and 
fo "give univerſal celebrity. Thoſe 
A ; eircum- 
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circumſtances may not happen to 
you. But though you ſhould not be 
able to eclipſe all others in the cabi- 
net, in the ſenate, or in the field, yet 


you may adorn Nobility with ſome 


of its moſt amiable graces in the 
circles of private life. Every thing 
pleaſing and beneficent, all that adds 
to the ſweetneſs of domeſtic life, and 
the delight and ornament of neigh- 
bourly intercourſe, will be required 
from you, in peculiar perfection, as 

A NOBLEMAN. Birth, education, pri- 
vileges of various kinds, lead the 
public to expect in a Nobleman, a 
gentleman of the higheſt poliſh, a 
philanthropiſt, a man anxious to do 
good, and to diffuſe pleaſure and ſatiſ- 
faction, wherever the ſphere of his in- 
fluence extends. But this demands 
great activity. Indolence will render 
Pe "29 — 


== LETTERS Te 4 


your belt intentions abortive, and 


cauſe you, amidſt a thouſend oppor- 
tunities of pleaſure, honour, and be- 


neficence, to live and die a cypher. 
It will conduct you to the family vault 
with nothing but an “Hic jacet” on 
your tomb. Walk into Weſtminſter 
Abbey, and learn to ſcorn ſuch inſig- 7 


nificance. 


Vet at the ſame time remember, 
that innocent inſignificance is far more 


eſtimable than miſchievous abilities; 


and that accurſed ambition which pur- 


ſues fame, grandeur, and deſpotic 


| power, through felds of blood. What 


are Tigers, Wolves, and Hyznas 


to ſanguinary Det} * 


| I am, &c. 
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LETTER: LV. 


MY LORD, 
Exo of diſcipline. I congratu- 

late you on your proficiency ; 
and, with a full confidence in your | 
good ſenſe and good conduct, lay 
aſide the gravity of advice. Man 
lives not for Suſineſs alone; but to 
enjoy, at proper ſeaſons, the rich re- 


paſt of pleaſure which the God of 


Nature has placed before him. Think , 
not, that in recommending applica- 
tion to letters, and the preſervation 
of your dignity, I would prohibit all 
purſuit of pleaſure. Many are the 
neceſſary intervals of ſtudy and pub- 

a "2 OS, lic 


352 IETTERS TO A 
lic affairs, which cannot be more 
uſefully employed, than in liberal, 
gentleman-like, rational diverſions. 
None will have acquired a better 
right to ſuch indulgences, than ont 
who ſhall have ſpent his time in im- 
| proving his mind and preſerving his 
dignity, not to gratify pride, but that 
he may be found extenſively uſe- 
ful, and THEREFORE TRULY HONOUR - 
ABLE. He requires amutements for 
the health of his mind, and he has a2 
Juſt claim to them. Is the honey to 
be engroſſed by the idle drone, who 
brings nothing into the hive ; who 
neither aſſiſts in the conſtruction of 
the cells, nor the increaſe of ſtores, 
nor the general defence? It is not, 
however, neceſſary to urge this point, 
becauſe moſt young men, high in 
rank and affluent in fortune, want 
110 
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ale 


no other impulic to the gaiecties 
of life, but their own propenſities 


pe — <_ 
++ . * — 247 — 
to them; and are ſelf-taught Profi- 


eients in the ſchool o 


An idea prevails among the ſuper- 


* 221 2 3 We tp” 8 
ficial, that ſcholars arc often deſtitute 
Of the agreeable and companionable 


qualities; and that they think 
much on all that occurs, to amis 
that light , Airy, fr: vous notAngnets 

which p Away eiegant or dite 
Ln d leiſure in thougutleſs gaiety. 


1 


*kus" dunces triumph, in their ani- 


ma! viwacity, over men of ſenſe. 
They are loud, avdacious, and un - 


feeling; and often reduce the modett 


- 


man of genius to {il-nce- and apparent 
inſiggiaficance, by their unbluſhing ef- 
frontery. Thus, among the ladies, 
and IN all gay ſociety, the moſt ac- 


" roo 
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compliſhed young men ſometimes 
appear below themſelves, and almoſt 
yield, without a conteſt, their claims 
to ſuperiority. Now, my Lord, I 
wiſh you on no occaſion to appear 
inferior; but, for the fake of doing 
juſtice to the ſolid improvements you 
have made, the real Graces whom you 
have courted, to ſhine equally in the 
ſenate and the aſſembly, in the library 
and at the tea- table. Poliſh yourſelf, 
therefore, your external manners I 
mean, by elegant pleaſures, in choſen 
ſociety. 


Sacrifice to the Graces, as you 
have already cultivated the Muſes 
and the Virtues. This aſſemblage of 
goddeſics, rendered propitious, will 
unite in forming that cclebrated 
character, ſeldom indeed ſcen, an 
all- | 
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all- accompliſned man. i —_ 
that in purſuing the art of pleaſing, 
you become not an artful, crafty 
fycophant, renouncing, with ho- 
neſty and ſincerity, all juſt preten- 
| ons to Nobility. To appear kind 
and gentle and + agreeable, be to. 
Let your brilliants bear the ex- 
amination of the rnicet Epidary. 


Let t not your ſicle- board be furniſhed 


: with plated baubles, But lid Glee 


and gold. Llow can a man pretend | 


to ne whoſe Whale intercourſe 
with his fcllow-ercatures is founded on 
deceit? What ſa itisf: action in friend- 
ſp and converſation can be felt by 
the mean man, though by abuſe called 
a Novleman, who, in the tendereſt 
intercourſe, in his warmeſt profel- 


ſions, has been 2 ating a part like 
a player; and whoſe mind, if it 
4 1 2 a could 
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could be laid open, would, 1 4 


whited ſepulchre, preſent rottenneſs 
to the view, and encreaſe abhorrence 
by a mean endeavour to CHEAT the 


eve by concealing deformity ? 


To ſweeten the temper, and diſſi- 
pate the clouds of the mental hori- 


'zon, I adviſe you to participate in 
elegant amuſements. But let them 
not degrade, by leading you to low 
company ; low, I mean, not only in 


rank, but in accompliſhments, in 


virtue, and the liberal qualities 


of a liberal education. beer 
may be pleaſed with muſic, without 


aſſociating with fidlers; he may be 
delighted in theatres, without making 
players his boſom friends; he may 
admire a dancer's agility, without 
rendering him his confidential com- 
panion. 


RED 
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panion. Lord * * * & fills his 
noble manſion in the ſummer with 
opera ſingers, Italian dancers, co- 
mic actors, muſicians, firework 
makers, Who dine, and ſup, and leep 
for months under his roof; while his 
door never opens to the clergy in his 
neighbourhood, to any of the profeſ- 
ſions, to capital artiſts, to men of let- 
ters and ſcience, or to the Poor. 
Thus he forfeits his popularity, loſes 
much pleaſant converſation, and ren- 
ders, as far as his influence extends, 
the whole Pecrage contemptible. He 
muſt poſſeſs but little MIND, who 
can acqueſce in the ſociety of per- 
ſons, who, whatever dexterity or agi- 
lity they boaſt, or whatever theatri- 
cal excellence they | diſplay, are 
uſually unprepared by education and 
company to become tie familiar 
„ con- 
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CON! Tt ential aſſociates of hereditary 
Law-givers, high-born and high-bred 
Peers of the realm. There are pub- 
places for all amuſements, and 
they are there conducted with the 


3 
k 
4 


grcatelt fill: he who is not content- 
ed with attending theſe, but chuſes to 

Semeficate the performers, evinces 
that he has no ſwans 7 in himſelf; 
hat letters, ſcience, politics, have no 
charms for him; and that he is un- 
worthy the diſtinctions which the laws 
of his country allow im, sol. ELV be- 


cauſe his forefather earned them. 


You will never be reduced to the 
wretched neceſſity of keeping buf- 
foons in your houſe, if you preſerve a 
reliſh for rational converſation with 
Pertions of ſenſe and character; if 


you take care to cheriſh a taſte for 


_ btera- 
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literature ; 1f you partake in the com- 
mon amuſements, at due ſeaſons; 
and, above all, if you give your at- 


tention to ſtate affairs, to the public 


happineſs, the proper province of a 
real Nobleman. 


In public affairs you will, I con- 
ciude, from the principles you have 


imbibed in the ſchools of antiquity, 
ever lean to the fide of liberty and 


the people. Common ſenſe dictates, 
and common humanity eagerly adopts 
the idea, that the few were made for 
the nany, not the many for the few. 


Your greatneſs of mind will facrifice | 


every ſelfiſh view to the public be- 
nefit. If a REFORM ſhould be re- 
quired, which may render it neceſ- 


; ſary that you ſhould give up your do- 


minion over the borough of * * * 
BE 


#| 
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55, or that of * * * 5 
and your influence in the county elec- 
tion, you will renounce them with 
alacrity ; you will, if you act conſiſt- 
ently with thoſe 1deas of juſtice and 
honour, which I know you entertain, 
be among the firſt to promote ſuch a 
REFORM, Whatever it may coſt you. 


Human affairs, we all know, will 
ever ſtop at a point far below per- 
fection; but it is the buſineſs of man 
in ſociety, to be ever urging the 
ſtone up the hill. Time cauſes every 
human inſtitution to recede from its 
original purpoſe. No wonder that 
the conſtitution of a ſenate, eſtabliſh- 
ed in very early times, ſhould ar 
length want renewal. What good 
and ſubſtantial reaſon can be aſſigned, 
why the preſent generation may not 


ENJOY 
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enjoy the benefit of i its renewal, as 
well as ſome future? Not only li- 
berty and the true ſpirit of the con- 
ſtitution are intereſted in a reform of 
parliament, but the MANNERS OF THE 
PEOPLE, and conſequently their hap- 
pineſs, the ultimate end of all go- 
vernment. Corruption will no lon- 
ger pervade all ranks, in every com- 

petition, from a county clection to 
the choice of a pariſh beadle. Merit 
will dare to emerge from her ſhade. 
Truth, no longer overberne, will ad- 
vance, with all her native confidence, 
to put in her claim to juſt eſteem. 
Aſtræa will return from her exile. 
Long ſervices, or great talents and 
acquirements, employed for the public 
good, will meet with their reward. 
The prizes, which juſtly belong to 
merit, will not be laviſhly expended. 
- >. in 
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in purchaſing majorities directed in 


their deciſions by onE MAN. Young 
adventurers, in all the profeſſions, will 
aſpire at excellence, with a proſpect of 
honour and emolument in their ma- 
ture age, even tnough they ſhould 
want that ſuccedancum for every excel- 
lence, a FRIEND a FRIEND among 
borough-mongers, a PATRON among 
thoſe who employ the advantages of 
birth and fortune, in infiuencing - 


votes, where votes cannot be influenc- 


ed conſiſtently with honour or ho- 


neſty. 


You, my Lord, will worſhip with 
me in the temple of Liberty, built, as 
it is in England, on the maſſy arches 
of monarchy, ariſtocracy, and de- 


mocracy; but if the FOUNDATION 


is decayed, you will, in your ve— 
neration 
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neration for the goddeſs, endeavour 
to preſerve her ſhrine from falling, 
and urge the people to employ the 
moſt ſkilful maſens, the beſt mar- 
ble, and the ſtrongeſt cement in 
its 1 . 


a REPAIRED, enter the temple 
with me, my Lord; and let us unite 
our voices to the general anthems of 


whole nations, hailing the ſun of rea- 
ſon as it daily burly through the 


clouds of prejudice, celebrating the 
Nobility of Nature and Virtue, and 
doing willing homage to the MAS v 
or THE PEOPLE, while we dutitully 
obey the EXECUTIVE POWERS, conſti- 
tuted and maintained by the nation, 
as guardians and protectors of the 
PUBLIC FELICITY. 
I am, &c. 


T HE EN P. 


* - 
— — — 3 


** 
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Page xxxiv. line 4. after Balace add however, 
| 5. after /ymmetry add or. 
9o. 9. for aſthentic read aſthenic. 
121. Io. dele zealous. 
177. — 2. after ideas infert and. 
187. —— 3. dele and before Manilius, and read it. 
before Gratius. 
233. —— IT. after receiving inſert it. 
313.—— 11. for without cad wwithe 


